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P2esbyterians Loyalty, 
AND 
Z7EALfor RELIGION, 
Briefly Demonſtrated : 


In a 


LEI TER 


By way of Reply to a late Fanatical Pamphlet, 
latituled, 
The Knave Wncloak'd , or, The Jeſuit in its C olours. 


Shewing how induſtriouſly our Modern Rumpers 
endeavour, under the name of Proteſtants, to promote 
the Good Old Canſe. 

Alſo proving Presbyteriens to be Schiſmaticks, and Biſhops 
Fure Pivino (uperior to Pregbyters. 


Together with a ſerigus and ſeaſonable Advertiſement to all True and 
Loyal Proteſtants. 


There is a Generation that are pure in their own thoughts, and yet are not 
waſhed from their filtbineſg, Prov. 30. 12. 

Preſumptum: they are, ſelſ-willed, they are not afraid to ſpeakevil of 
dignities. 2 Pet, 2. 10, 

Men that introduce prophaneneſs, are cloak'd over with a name of 
imaginary Religion. Proſper. lib. 2. de contemptu vite, cap. 4. 


Printed in the Year 1680. 
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TH E 


Peesbyterians Loyalty 


AND 


Z, EAL for RELIGION 
Demonſtrated, &c. 


Good Sir Preibyter, 


Our Letter I gereived, and have hitherto deferr'd to ſend you 
# reply, as well becauſe I could not certainly tell where to 
dire& it, as alſo becauſe I thought it altogether needles 
toſpend any time in anſwering ſuch frivolous impertinenties, 

and idle whimſeys z yet foraſmuch as the Wiſe-man adviſeth 
us to anſiver the fool according to bis folly, left be be wiſe in bis own con. 
ceit, Prov, u6.5. 1 concluded at laft tofend you theſe enſuing Lines 
as a New-yearr Gift, and dire& them to your Worfvip at Billingſgate, 
where I judge by your dexterity in ſcolding and railing Kbetorick, you 
arca Maſter of Art, if not Chair-mon to that quick-tongu'd and unſocia- 
ble Society. . 

Truly, to be railed at by the Pre:byterians, is fo far from giving 
me the leaſt diſtaſte, that T count it the greateſt honour they can 
place upon me, it being now the common CharaQter of a faithful Pg- 
trivt, and truc Loyal:t: And had I been in the leatt prais'd by ſuch 
faQious Spirits, | would undoubtedly ſufpe& my own actions, and (ay 
with Socrates, What evil have I done, that theſe Antimonarchical Le. 
ycllers ſhowld commend me? 

'Tis true, you pretend to bea Son of the Church of Englands and to 


cotour your knavery, you moſt unfortunately make a Cloak of that 


holy Chxrch, whoſe candour and fiaceuty is fo tranſparens, that your 
Ab. pcr ucious 
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pernicious deſigns are plainly ſcen through it, tothe utter confuſion of 
p 


luch hypocritical diſiemblers. . 
But fince the world knows, a Proteſtant Feſuit can equivocate as 


well as the Puritan Papift, I think we haye reaſon egough to believe, 
that by the Chnrch'of England you'mean nothing elſe but your own 
Pre:byterian Synagogue, which alone* you eſteem the true Church>of 
Chriſt ; for it is evident, a Son of that Church, which is now through 
God's Providence eftabliſhed among us by the Laws of the Land, you 
cannot pretend to be, unleſs fuch a Son a3 Nero was to Agrippina, who 
{crupled not to procure the death of his unfortunate Aother, to fatistic 
his own monſtrous voluptuouſneſs, , 

You undertake toroll Syſiphus his Stone, or waſh a Gypſie, to vin- 
dicate the Presbyterians, and make us believe they are harmleſs Lambs, 
though all true Proteſtants hold them for ravenexs Wolves, and now 
apprehend them moſt dangerous both to Church and State : yet fo 
pitiful a defence you maKe in their behalf, that I: cannot tell whether 
the Church of England has greater reaſon to deteſt your Schiſmatical 
intention, than your own Synagogue tocurle your i/|-manag'd undcrs- 
taking for lince, as the Poct well obſerved, - 


Caufa patrocinionenbons pejor erit, | 
What (hall become of anil! Cauſe very ill defended ? 


But however you fail in the'reſt, you are ſure not ' to forget the old 
contrivances of your Predecefſors, the Pariizmentarian Kebels, and 
their worthy Progenitors, in charging, all thoſe with Popery, that pre. 
. fum'd to make the leatroppolition againſt their bloody Zeal for the 

Geneveſian Reformation :; ' Which intrigue, as:it prov'd molt ſucceſsful 
to,the treacherous Rumpers, (oit has beenno -lcis deltruRtive and per- .; 
nicious tothe Church of England; it being one of the chickeſt ſtratagemy, 
whereby the Rebels brought our Royal Martyr and his trultieft Mini- * 
ſicrs.ivto an odium: with tne bl:4nded Rabble. - 

I could iniiance- here feveral paſſages of this Presbyterian polity, but 
T ſha!l content-rny felt with two orthree, and will begin withone re- 
warklle example, which was a preludium to all our -former diſtra- 
ions. as their preient proceedings, if not timcly prevented, do infal- 
libly prognoſticate the like revolutions to be near at hand. Ia the ycar-- 
1632. King Char/es the Firll, of glorious memory, took a journey into - 
Scotland, and \ hought by drgre's to ſettle there the Englifh Liturgy, 
with-its uſual Ceremonies 3 wich the Ring-leaders of the Presbytertan 


FaGica in. that. Kingdom underiianding, not oricly .cxclaumed «<againt(t- 
Our - 


(UM 
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our Liturgy as erroneous and ſuperſtitions, bur alſo doubted not 80 tra: 
duce his Majefty for very firong inclinations to - the Religion of the 


* Church of Rome. By which contrivance they quickly: poſſels'd the ſhore- 


figbted Rabble with ſuch tears and Jzatouſies, as afterwards broke out 
into a flame of open Rebellion, to the utter ruine- and defiruction 
both of Kiry and Countrey, Ste Bakers Chronicle, Edit. anno 1674. 
Page 473-- | h 
And- (6 effcQual a contrivance was this plece of policy counted by 
our brave Machiaviliavs, that in England allo in the year 164t, when 
the Spirit within them mov'd the blind Z:alots to joyn- with the 
Scotch Rebels, (as it is recorded by the ſame Hliitorian, pege 535:) inthe 
dead ofthe night, the more to territie the timorous vulgar, #bey wr'd to 
ery in tbe ſtreets of London, That'all people ſhould ariſe to their defence, for 
the King with bit Papiſts' were coming to fire the City, and cut their 
threats in their beds. Than which contrivance ( faith the Author )-though 
nothing were more falſs, yet foundthe effcltr of truth. Likewile in No- 
v:mb. 1642 Vicar; the Presbyterian Hiltorian, in his Chronicle, Port 1. 
page 212, (peaking of the Battle of Elge-bill, gives this '\relatioty of his: 
holy Brethren, The Sabbath day after their arrival to London, the godly 
end well-off: ed Miniſters ( i. e, the Presbytertan Predicants )tbrowghoxut 
the City preached and praifed the Lord publickly, for 1bzir-joyſnl. and ſafe 
return hyme to their” Parents, Maſters, and Friends, exhenting thoſe you'lg 
Soldiers of Chrift;s Army Royal ftill to retain, and be forwird and ready to 
ſhew their courage and teal to the defence of Gods Canſe, and their Countreys 
welfare : ſhewing them the Plots of their adverſaries, to have introduced 
Popery and Tyranny into the Kingdom, and aſſuring them, that this War 
on their parts was waged and managed by Papiſts, an Army. of Papiſts be» © 
ing raiſed by the Kings command, contrary to bis voror and proteftations,.” 
- It ts needleſs, Iſuppofe. ro repeat here, ' how' often moſt - of our emi- * 
nent Divines, and zealous Charch men, ever lince the Reformation, have' 
been ſlandered in this: manner by theſe hot- headed Enthuſiaſts, and 
compelled to makt Apologies in their own vindication againſt ſuch 
wicked aſprrfions. Was not the Learned Dri Maxnmagne, Bilhop of 
Chieh«fter, torced to write a Book, intituled,- Appello Cefarem, 'again!t 
the malicious Calumnics of the Pariten Party, where the. godly man ' 


| ſheweth himſelt (> far from being daunted with their bold attempts and 


bloody M: naces, .that, with true Chriſtian courage he openly expoleth: 
tothe world their myſteri»s of tniquety, and fully diſcovereth their per- 
nicious contrivances to undermine our Church, and 'fubvert. our Go- 
veryme*!? andamongpſt the reſt, he ſptaketh in this manner, The truth 


is01 with the Feſuit be is an Heradick,, thatis not furloſo more a Roman 
Catholick 


C4] 
Catholick, ſo with the Puritan be is a Papiſt that will not rut « madding / 
with them. It isnot the firſt time ( faith he ) for this very cauſe I have 
been talk'd of, efteem'd of, trednc'd as a Pepift ; which I can the better 
brook, becanſe they bave meted this meaſure to the Church of England it ſelf, 
as ſympathifing with P apiſts in ber Linergy, Diſcipline, and Dofirine, In his 
Appeal to Ceſar, part 2. c, 1, þ., 110. 

All true Proteſtants theretore, who prefer the Harmoxious and A4po- 

ftolical Order and Governmend of the Church of England, betore the con- 
fuſed hodge: podge of the-new-found: Genevefian Diſcipline, have now 
(E think )- ſufficient reaſon to beware of ſuch: dangerous contrivances 
for the future, and not ſuffer themfelves to be gull'd again by ſuch 
gilded. pretences, which, like the Apples of Sodom.,arc ſpecious indeed and 
beautiful without, bat baſe and filthy within, The Presbyterians, to 
our ſorrow, have by this policy once deceived us, and the Lord forgive 
thetnz bult.if they deceive us again, then the Lord forgive us. Improbe 
Neptwnium accuſat, qui iterum naufragium facit, As for my part, I de» 
clare: before God andithe World, that I renounce with all my heart and 
Soul as well the 1dolatroxs Þ apiſts, as the Anarchical Presbyterians,whole 
blind zealand tranſparcat hypocrilie, with their appurtenances, abjuro, 
 denego» deteſtor. d 2 

E muſt. cones, . the-Presby terians arc ſomething beyond the Papiſis 
in mattersof- Religion, neither did I ever compare them together in 
that points but 1 {uppoſed with the molt Learned of our Church, and 
particularly-with Exgiends Solomon, King / ames of glorious memory, 
in his Apology for the Oath of Allegiance, page 19. That Papiſts were 
never perſecuted in this Kingdoms (i not by Cromwel and his Rampers ) 
for matters of Faieh, but for theis wicked Principles, and deſtructive 
PraQices againſt Temporsl-Government. And now Lapptal'to the judi- . 
cious Reader, if Ihave not ſofsiently demonkrated in my former Pa- 
per out of the prime Authors and Founders of the Geneveſign Goſpel, 
as Calvin, Beza, Knox, Buchanan, &c. ' that the Presbyterian/Principlecs 
are altogether as dangerous and defiru@ive, if not more: pernicious to 
Temporal Government, than ittiat of the Papilts themſelves, And if your 
Anfwer.to.tliis bo ..not rathier ayplain contelltivn of the. crime, than any 
vindication thereof; let the Reader judys. 

Firſt, you ſay,' I am fain 19.g9ir0 other Conntreys,. as far as Scotland 
and Genevay to prove. the: Rebelltows Principles of the Prerhyterians, But, 
good Sir Presbyter,.is_ not that enough,..or are nut the Presbyterians 
every Where ob the ſame #awp and:comnt? | And betides, why my it not ; 
be as 'gvad a way to proverithe Prind ples:of 'the Precbyreriays, by ale 
ledging the ,Dodtring:oltheiRefie 01, Geyer, aids chick Incendiarites, 

| as 
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as it is todemonfirate the Principles of the PapFr, 'by alledging the 
Dodrine of the Pope of Rome, ,and his approved Emiſſarier ? But it 
neither of theſe reaſons be ſufficient in your phantofie, do but peruſe 
Dr. Bancroft Archbiſhop of Canterbury's Bookof dangerous Poſitions, and 
there you ſhall 6nd enough even of Engliſh Presbyterians ( though but _ 
Sucklings then ) eagerly maintaining this, Anarchical DoArine; there W4 
you ſhall find a whole Chapter of that particular ſubje&, with This 
Tifte, The Deftrine of certain Engliſh Minifters, which they learn'd at 
Geneva, 8nd. publiſhed of purpoſe to bave procured the like courſe of Re- 
formation in England to that in Scotland. Bchold now, Sir Presbyter, 
your Genevefion Gofpellers, and thoſe Engliſh too, and Engliſh that to 
promote the geed old Cauſe, would not (cruple to deſtroy that antient 
and Apeſtolical Hierarchy of the Church of England, and enflame their 
Native Countrey into a total combuſtion of Sedition and Rebellion, 
But let us ſce whether your fecond Anſwer be any thing lefs zidiculous 
or impertinent than the former. Tet admit (lay you) the Prerbyterians 
in England hotd the fame Principles, put the queſtion whether were more 
Antimonarobical or unſaſe to Government, an opinion, thet Tyrants and 
oppoſers of God, might ( propter id) be oppoſed by their Subjefr, &c. or 
that a good King, one of the Reformed Rligion, meerly for being ſneb, ſhould 
be depoſed, dethron'd, and murtbored, &&c? But ( good Sir Pherbyter 
what is more fealible, than for a Presbyterian to» make a Tyrant ct 
what Prince he pleafcs? We (ce now with what dexterity he makes P2- - 
Piſts and Penfioners of the moſt zealous Proteftants, and no lefs faithful 
Patriots; and we have latcly ſeen with what Legerdemain he made a 
Tyrant of the beſt of Princes. What Sovereigu then can be ſecure from 
theſe Presbyterians, if it lies in their breaſt thas ro make him either a 
Titns Or a Nero, a clement Prince, or a cruel Tyrant ? - or can he think - 
himſelfa Sovereign, and not rather Tenant at will to his own Anarchi-- 
cal Subjects? Yet you would fain perſwade 1s, your holy Paritan: - 
teach onely,that Tyrantymaey br oppoſed by their Sub)efts, whereas all the - 
world can tell, how in our own days they have not onely oppoſed, but 
alſo depoſed, dethron'd, and cruelly murdered, not a Tyrant, but the mBit 
meek and Religious of Suvereigns, and that by a formality of 'Law too; © 
a thing I never heard perpetrated by.any Popiſh SiibjeRs fince the crez- 
tion of the World, no, not by-the moit barbarous Heathens againſt the 
worl(t of Tyrants;, 

As fora Kings being of the Reformed Religion, we know It (ignihes - 
nothing to the Presbyterian Zealuts, except he be of the Geneveſian Do- 
Eine and Diſcipline, the Church of England, ſay they, is neither bot : 


worcold, neither Popifh nor Reformed, And therefore in the Year ws. 
Q.4 
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when the late. King and Parliaments , like toagree, the Presbyteri- 
an Incendiaries exclaimed againſt ſuch propoſals, unti!l the Geneveſi- 
ax Diſcipline were fark eſtabliſhed by Law. This reſtitution of bir Ma- 
jety:Cfay they,) to the exerciſe of bis Royal power, before ſecurity had 
from bim for ſettling Religion, your Lordſhips know by our eight defires, 
and otherwiſe, is concerv'd by us to be inconſiſtent with the ſafety and ſc. 
curity of Religion. _—— The bringing of bis Maj'{ty ts ſome of his Houſes i 
or vear London, before ſatisfaflion and ſecurity had from him in point 
of Religion, and in ſuch other things as are neceſſary for the ſafety 'of the 
Kingdoms, could nat (as we conceive) but be an exceeding great diſcou- 
ragement and offence to the  Presbyterians in England, who wil! con 
ceive. that tbe remedy is worſe than the diſeaſe. In the humble R-pre. 
| ſentation of the Commiſſioners of the General Aﬀſcmbly to the Ho- 
nourable Eſtates of Parliament, .April the 28. 1648. Likewiſe, in the 
year 1649, the Rebellious-Z:alots would not ſubmit themſelves in 
Scotland to their natural Soveraign, his preſent :Maj*fy, except he 
 woxld by ſolemn Oath under bis hand an ſeal, alow the National Covenant 
of Scotland, and the Solemn League ard Cov:nant of Scotland, England, 
and Ireland, and would proſecute the ends thereof in his Royal ſtation, 
. See” Baker's Chronicle, page 613+ Tell me now, Sir Prerbyter, are not 
theſe rare examples of your Presbyterian; Loyalty to your natural 
, Princes, and to Princes of the Proteſtant Chnrch, and Reformed Religi- 
on to0? But to ſet down exa&ly the true (jate of the queſtion, admic 
| (as you (ay, and cannot deny ) the Presbyterians, of Exgl:nd hold the © 
(ame principles with the Geneveſjan-Goſpellers 3 put you the queſtion 
now, whether is more Antimoyarchial or unſate to Goverment, an 
opinion or rather a fundamentel doftrine,. that Tyrants and oppoſers 
_ of God, (4. e. any-Prince that hinders the growth of Pre: byterie ) may 
propter id, ..be oppos'd, nay, depos'd, dechron'd, and 'cruelly Murder'd 
by their Subjects, as Presbyterians undeniab]y hold, and a« undeniably 
| have praQis'd : or that it_ is Herefie in any Chriſtian to affirm, «that a 
Prince may be ſlain «r depo d by bis Subjes for any diſorder or d-faxlt, 
either in Life or Government, as very Eminent Papiſts expreſly teachy as 
(to omit thoſe two ſwindging Authorities, as you call them, of the . 
 Rhemiſts Commentaries, avd of the Conneil of Con#t ance) it ſufh- 
_ciently appeareth by Alphoyſ. 2 Caſtro, lib de bereſ. in verbo Tyran. 
Dominic. 4 Soto, lib, 5. de Juſt. & Jar. qu. 1-art. 3. and many 
Others, | 

. Now do you if you can, produce ſach another Fegleſtallical Aſſem- 
bly-or Syngd, oc ſuch eminent writers of the .Presbyterian party, thus 


declaring it Imious and Heretical to bcl.cve that Subjefts may —_ 
| | ully 
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fully depoſe or Murder their Soveroiga upon the account of any Tyran- 
ny or eppreſſion whatſoever, and you will make the World have a better 
opinion of your Sek, than ever they had hitherto : otherwiſe, not- 
withſtanding all your multiplied bablings, we maſt'conclude, to give 
the Devil his due, that in matter of Temporal Government, the prin- 
ciples of the Papiſts are far Sounder and more Orthedex , than the 
Presbyterian Catechiſm. As for the praiſes of the one and the. other, 
you tell: me, could Iprove my charge againft the Presbyterians, as wnex- 
ceptionably, as you can that of the Plot againſt the Papyftt, I wonld do 
ſomething indeed, But Tappcal to any man of common Tenſe, if you be 
not as #nexceptionably impudent in your bold affcrtions, as the -Preſ- 
bytcrians are notoriouſly Trezcherowe in their : pernicious praftices; 
The bloud of our late Martyr'd Soveraign, and the effuſion of fo-much 
Proteſtant bloud in the late Civil Wars, ( you ſhould fay, Pre:byterian 
Rebellion) you arc ſo impudent as to plaiſter it upon the unfortunate 
Papiſts, without any colour or ſhew of proof, (it being plain to all the 
World, that in the whole Lift of the Regicides, none is to be found but 
notorions Precbyterians) and withall co athrw, that the former are more 
evidently prov'd guilty of the preſent Plot, than the latter can be con- 
victed of the Rebellions prafiices laid to their charge: whereas ' on 
the one fide, we have but four or five perſons to ſwear this horrid 
conſpirscy againſt the Papiſts 3 but on the other fide, all our Records,;all 
our Hiſtories, nay, our own memories, ind all the. World can teſtifie 
the late Trogical tranſaQions, as the inhumane Murder of. our Royal 
Martyr, the effuſion of ſo much innocent -bloud,. the burning and 
pillaging of: ſo many Cities, Towns and Pallaces, and in brief all the 
Maſſacres that have been commirted, all the Miſeries that have hap- 
pened in this 1znd of Great Britain theſe 5o years paſt, to have been 
wholly and ſolely perpetrated by theſe Monſters of Chriſtianity the 
Anarcbical-Presbyterians , as well dependent as independent, as well 
Scotch as Engliſh, the one beginning, the. other ending the Tregedy, the 
one Selling, the other Killing their #atural Soveraign to the amazement 
of all the World. 

Oh ! how happy would they think themſelves now, had theſe vil- 
lanies been as private, as the preſent conſpiracy of the Papilis? Had we 
been truſting to the diſcovery of Mr. Oats, Mr. Bedlow, or the relt, 
concerning theſe presbyterian treacherics, as well as the Popiſh Plot 3 
Oh! how boldly the Pwritex-Goſpellers would outface our witneſſes ? 
with what black colours they would paint them, to extenuate the cre« 
dibility of their informations? So far they would think the charge 
from being unexceptionably proved _ them, that they _y _ 

oubt 
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Jonbtbutrhdyutiight eafily perſwude che World, yorhiing Toufd detbre! 
unxtufonable, thin believe it upon the credit of (ach inconfiderable 
wimciſts,'tho' now agent the Papiſts they hold riem fot 'Deipbiin 
Ornzeles . *What!: (would they ſoy) oan'it be Law, equity, or confci- 
'Oenc;to take the'oxths of fore few od. ſpicable fellows, very obnoxious 
Et be ſaſpeedofaraliceantl corruption, vgainfi thelives-of good and: 
<peterable $rbjcAs, mendfwhtth and known integrity? to take the 
<xaths of Nivitng 'Vagabonds fbeforc che proteftations-of dying Chrifti« 
Sax? who dh belate, if this be admit ted? -or if this be Juſtice, what 
*tawbe'term's injufticearnongt us ? 
- /Sivthis- tanner, 'We may be ſure, or ratherin far higher terms, 
would 1gur-SW#ſartified- Hypoerites riil againſt theſe very Perſons, 
they now ſorftich adore for Swearing againſt 'the Papiſts, had their 
eviniesberniſo vetalt/astonecd a diſcoverer ; and thele, nay, people of 
gftetereredit, abd thuch leſgobnoxinus to exception, had come into 
fevenltheir wier-of iniquity, The titlc'of His Majefties Evidence 
dowd motin the leaſt prote&t them from the ſnarling inveRives of a 
PreSdpterkan, AN tht 'Pepifts now (fay of thetn, fignified nothin 
ts'whit the Prt3by terians whukl then vomit againſt them, Wienet 
their uſage of Mr.' Wilarghby;alies Doargerfietd, BY, who when he pre- 
fried to/diſcdver a Ptesbyterian Plot, was preſentlyproctaim'd in the 
Weekhy- enees and 'other Pampblety, the greateſt Knave and Villain 
epon'Eirth, nd 6411ed Kizght of the'Poſt,Newgate-Bird;and ſuch other 
Hirles of Howorry tidy, 4Hrine8 to have been aRtually upon the Pilory for 
Me ':mifdethenouts; The Title of His Majefties Evidence, or his preterid- 
Ig to-witrielsfor the King'could'nothingavail himagainſt theſe S anti. 
fied treaturts,'tho' now he is reptited among them an Holy 'Proſolyte 
rewlyin{pird and illuminated by che Lord. *Tis true, he gave then 
Cas NirnMelF confeffes) but falle informations againſt the 'Prevbyterians, 
being pur bn that defign either bythe Popiſh party to” turn the Plot 
pon their 2d verſaries;'or by ſome Presbyterian Poliriczans to gain' the 
greater credicto theirinew Informer,or perhaps'by himſelf togein ſuch 
maintenance and allowance for the future, as may keep him Henceforth 
from the 'tryed puniſhments of the*Pillery, ſceing thoſe'of the 'trade'do 
thrive'fo well, There are now in the World a:great number- of Fools 
bardy Deſperatoer; of nv Fottithe, but «fs Honeſty, who think their 
6nly Wiy to Prefermenit is, to run vpon deſperate romrſts, and-rather 
ela Fajl 6f an Advancement, to venture Neck and all for'aLivelikood, 
iccording to that witty laying of the Satyriſt 
\ © © Aude dliquid brevibar Gyaris, "ant cattere ignum, | 
1 © $50); eff alihquid;, '(probitas landanrt alger, al 
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Fos 2s Virgil faith, ———-+———  Qid, wn mortalta peitira. gh 
Ari ſacrs fame: Þ bn St. Paws days, Godlinels was greet + 

Gain; but to theſe, Gain'is great Godlipels : of whow we may: putly 
fy with the Poer;,' - | Js; avicts 

- Und babeat quarit nemo, ſed oportet hahere. '' 
As for Mr. Dangerfictd, this only I fay, altho” he gave bus falſe. Infoer 
mations againſt the Presbyterians, yet this was not then known to the 
generality of the people 3 and tho? it is undeniable, that ſuch a Plot 
might well be carricd oo by the Ring- leaders of that Fation; without 
communicating it'to the Vulgar ; nevertheleſs the Pwritor- Rabble-did 
ſo bark and fnarl at Dangerfield, as it they had known by Revelatios 
there was no ſnch; Plot at all. » m0h(15-3'8 
But to return from chis digrethon to our intended purpoſe, Gncs 
reaſon comands us to preter the unanimous conſent of the greateſt and 
ableſt men of our Cowntry, together with all our Hiſtories and Kecords, 
and our own experimental kyowledg, before the: oaths of feur ar five 
perfons, tho? never ſo upright in their lives, or ſo poſitive: and exact 
in their informations; :and 4 fartiori, of people not ſo. qualified, but 
obnoxious to ſeveral exceptions: and ſuſpicious circumſtances, which 
mightily weakens their evidence, and leaves many judicious men in fuſe 
pence, fruſtrated of their expeRed fatisfaftion'ot baving,. the: Blog 
clear'd beyond all exception :-ſurely, we cannot but conclude the) late 
Rebillion to be far more wwrexceptionably' prov'd againſt \the Preabyteni- 
ans, than the preſent Plot againſt the Papiſts, Not' that 1 would ia 
the leatt vindicate the Romanifi: from thoſe horrid.crimes laid to theie 
charge, for I am fully ſatisfied they are as apt to commit any villsay.to 
advance their Szperſftitions, as the Presbytexians arc toipromote:#he 
Good old canſe; but to ſhew that the late Hellifo Rebellion: of the one, is 

far more undeniable than the preſent Conſpiracy of the other. | 

nd if your own Conſcience did not accuſe you of the known -wericy 
this afſertioo, or if you thought the Presbyrerians have-not really 
committed theſe Reliſh abominatipns objcRed zgainſt them, to what 
purpoſe did you ſet the At of Oblivion, to bring up the rear of. your 
ridiculous Apology? Surely, things that ndver . have been, could not 
have kecn forgotten. Oblivio eft preteritoram. Yet you very conf 
deatly bid. ime rrad over the feurral Tryals, and ther pieces extant by 
Amtbority, concerning the preſerit Plot, ani fee whether it be Preshyterians 
or: Papiſts thaet murdered Sir Edmundbugy Godfreyz that tired. the 
Ruſh ans ao 1nmrgder bis Sacred Majcſty, ond: 0 ruine both Churel and State. 
But { dcfmeiyon 'to read over the late Nurratives of the Rehelhion in 
Szotiand, and (ec whether — ar Papiſts. murdered — 
i 2 ſhop 
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Biſbop of St. Andrews 3 read over likewiſe the Hiftory of the late Re. 
bellion in England, and ſee whether it be Presbyterians or Papiſts, thac 
have (not hired Ruffiens- to murder, but themſelves like inhumane 
Treytors, a&tually ) murder'd our late Soveraign, and totally ruin'd both 
Church and State: and then ſec what you can'get by the bargain, but 
that notwithſtanding your ridiculous Apology the Presbyterians are fill 
worlſe than the Papiſis, whereas the one did but defign, the other have 
aQually compleated our ruine, You tell us for ſtrange news, they are not 
concern'd in the preſent Plot 3 and very ftrange it is indeed, that there 
ſhould be any Plot or Confpiracy in this Kingdom, whereof the Pref- 
byterians-ſhould nor be the chief Engizeerr. Yet, Sir Presbyter, in my 
opinion you have no great reaſon to brag of your Brethrens inno. 
cence of this Popiſh Plot, fince the world knows, they have commited 
greater villanies, and that in the face of the Sun, and for Religion too, 
Befides, 1 adviſe you to obſerve the common ſaying, Lauda finem, and 
tho' your myſteries of iniquity be not yet revealed, yet beware leaſt be- 
fore the preſent diſcovery be at an end, your Presbyterians be not found 
as _— concern'd, as any Papiſt alive, cither in this, or in another 
Plot of their own ; for how can it be thought, that ſuch Politick, and 
aQive Macbievels ſhould let this occafion flip, or omit the faireſt op« 
portunity they could expe& of overthrowing their greateſt adverſaries, 
the one as Idolatrons Papiſts, the other either as Popiſþly inclined, or as 
introducers of Tyranical and Arbitrary Government ? L omit here, that 
I have ſeen ſeveral reaſons and arguments, very ſpecious indeed to out. 
ward appearance, firongly infinuating that the Presbyterlans are the 
primum mobile even of the preſent Plot, and the chicf, if not the ſole 
contrivers of all theſe troubles, fraudulently corrupting and ſuborning 
moſt of thoſe witneſſes, that came in to ſwear againii tha Papilts, pur- 
poſely to draw the Kingdom into a confuſion, and thereby rettore the 
Cromwellian Goſpel and Government, _ 
In this affertion, EF know, there is no impoſſibility or contradifiion to 
be found; I believe it very feafible (and without doubt it has been of- 
ten done) to corrupt and ſuborn men of better credit and reputation 
than theſe witneſſes have been, that thave yet appeared in this diſco- 
very 3 and withall I am ſure, the Presbyterians arc too apt to commit 
any villany to promote the Good old cauſe: yet acvertheleſs, becauſe we 
muſt not infift upon unproy'd, tho? probable ſuſpicions, when we have 
enougheven of plain demonſtrations to -»r »* our intended (purpoſe of 
ſhewing how dangerous our Periten-C./ * +». ifnot prudently and; 
timely prevented, arc to our Church a1” - - + orobabilityof this 
charge; Tleave to. be- weigh'd and e144 1 al! | / :2icious Reader, 
: In 
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In the.interim, tell me.I beſeech you, what may be the xesſon that the 
Presbyterians are the aftiveſtand moſt eager proſecutors of the Papiſis 
upon the account of this Plot, and alſo the greateſt promoters and ad-. 
mirers of thoſe witneſſes, that appear againſt them, Are the Presbyre..: 
rians theableſtmen'in the Kingdom ? or do they only apprehend' che 
danger of this Plot ? Do they love their Religion, Lives, or Liberties, 
better than Proteſtants love theirs? or were not Proteſtants to be 
made away, had this Plot gon on, as well as the Presbyterians ? why 
then are not the latter as moderate as the former, or the former as mad 
as the latter ? Truly, I have heard ſeveral Fudiciows Proteftants athrm, 
they could never believe, that the Presbyterians ſhould be ſo hot or 
eager in proſecuting this Popiſh Plot againſt ſo inconfiderable a party, 
as Papiſts now are in this Kingdom, except they had greater deligns, or 
were more concerned in that Plot themſclves,than they would have the 
World believes But time will tell truth. | 

Your ignorance tells you, I have affronted the Clergy of the Church 
of England, by galling them Dumb. dogs; but you ſhould know before 
you appeared in Print, that a Dog, for his natural vigilancy, is the com- 
mon Emblem ofan Ecclefiaftical Paftor ; and if our Prelates now be lefs- 
aQive than is neceſ[iry for to prevent your Treacherows deſigns, and 
countermine your pernicious contrivances againſt their Flock, they may 
attribute this application of Gods word, Iſa. $6: 10. not to any-ill 
meaning of mine, but rather to their own unrcaſonable carcleſneſs in 
ſuch a deſperate junQure of times, when our greateſt, if not our only 
enemies, the Presbyterians and Papiſts, arc equally, tho' ſcyerally, bent 
for our deſtruction 3 thoſe brethren in evil, (as the Bithop of Chiebeſter 
elegantly calls them) who leoking and running two ' ſeveral ways, do like 
Samſon's by, Oxes joyn together in the taile. .in hisappcal to Ceſar, part 1- 
C, 4.P:4 | 
Here I ſhall beg the favour of you, to ask that Reverend Prelate, who: 
declared himſelf in the Parliament before the laſt, fo favourable to your 
Se&, what does he think now of the Presbyterians, or whether in- his 
opinion they took the Reverend Biſhop of St. Andrews by the Lawn- 
ſleeves, or bythe Throat ? Ask likewiſe the reſt of thoſe learned Prelates, 
whether the Presbyterians have like waſpiſh Curs bark'd at that holy 
man Archbiſhop Laud, or likg your red Dragon utterly devoured bim 7 bs it 
credible, think you, theſe eminent Divines ſhould be of fo ſhort a-me- 
mory, as to forget who ſo lately voted ther out of the Houſe 'of Peers, 
barbarouſly impriſoned them in the Tower, ſequeſtered their Lands 
and Revenues, (which to an Englifman is worle then to loſe his life) de> 


| prived themofall power an1 jurisdi&ion both Spiritual & Temporal, 
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and in fine, quite aboliſhed the whote order and Hierarchy of that &pe. 
ftolicsl inſtitution? or is it Vhely they would row Apologies for thrt 
fation:whichhave lately fo: Antichriftionly abuſed them? they know 
it isan-oNd aod trac ſaying, Vererens fſrrends inriems /cinvitas novem 2 
and] pray God, 'thoy/miay thor find: it verified 'in thertdelves, who 
throngh their excefive meekneſs and patience towards theſe ungrateful 
riſcreants, T am afraid, will encourage then once moft to attempt 
the fappretling of this Apoftolical bierzreby 7-which we may plainly read 
ih their libells and' pamphlets; 'is thee 'rmiain deſign, _ Yer notwiths 
ſtanding this, and atlother eminent dangers,” which daily threateri us 
from the Presbyterian party, you are ſo impudent, as to term your 
ſelf an Epiſcopal Proteſtant, and yet fitain your cmpty noddle in apolo- 
gizing for theſe” Antiepiſcopal Setaries, and excufing their Schiſmetical 
ſcparation from the Mother Chureb, thertby encouraging them to att 
over again their horrid villanies of 49. and ing the ſecond part to the 

You cell us fdtſooth, they are owr fellyw-protetants, and therefore not to 
be reputed as enemity to owr Chureb, but to be embrated as brethren of our 
Reformatoon. 'Proteſiants, *tis'true, they fille themfelves, but falſe ones 
they are always reputed by our 'Churchz a5 Papiſts iare falle Chriſftrens 3 
for (as-the Apoſtte faith) they are not all Tſhocl, wbich are of Iſrael, Rom. 
9. 6: Neither: are: they all! Proteſtants, which are called Proteſtants 3 
many do fove-the name, buthare the'thing : and therfore why ſhould 
not falſe Proteftants be thought as dangerous to the true faith and wor- 
ſhipof God, us falfe'Chysftans, I could never yet underſtand. Papilisare 
but-falle Chriſtians," but the Presbyterians arc ifalfe Proreftanrs, and 
by confcquente- they 'ere faiſe :Chritions too why then thowld the 
one be xountdd. our Brethren, arid the other 'oue Enemies? or what 
can we gain by this our ill- beſtowed kindneſs to the presbyte&ians, but 
to draw iupoh us the charge Bf. all their monſtrous 'contiivantes, and 
make our ſelves accountable for their wickednc', as the papifts are 
now commonly charged with'the hotrid practices of che Feſairr 5 Do 
nor-we ſce how as the Primeaive Chrifthans weiec gricvonlly flandered, 
and-roft vehemently hated: by the [Heathen becauſe thermultiplied 
villanies of the Gnofticks and other prophanic Sects of thoſe times, that 
profeffed Chriftienity 5 ſo true Proteftants now! 2ve obrioxious \to. thoſe 
manifold calumnies unjuſtly heaped by the Papifis und other Scetaries, 
upon. bur Chard and Dodrine, and 'the whole: Reformation; breauſe of 
thefeditious ptattices and wicked rrexcherics of the Prebytatiawpatty,] 


who corhmonly ſtile themſe|ves-Proteſtinss and Reforme/l, yea, Refined. | 


Chrifttans ? Nay, 1 do verily belitve, that as the moh{irous wicked 
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- nef6 of the afordlaid Hevericky was cthena great bar to the timely con- 


verfion of the Jaolarrons Pagavsz fo now the wachriftian proceedings 
of the presbyrerians'do*maivdly -obliruft the Popifts from receiving the 
crue light of che Goſpel, 

O, but they are oxr weak Brethren, and we muſt bear their infirmities, 
Weak Brethren, ſsy you? 1 pray God keep them fo, and grant they be 
never fironger to ruine our Obwrch and State, as formerly they have 
done. Now the Phariſaical Hypocrrtes alledge the weaknols and tender. 
neſs of- their -Conftiences 'for this Schiſmaticad diſobedience to- their 
lawful Paftors, and ſeparation from the Mother>Church; though in 
48 no tendernels of Conſcience could . hinder them from. murdering 
cheir natural Sovereign in'England, and in 75. tlicir onely Primate and 
\Metropolitene in Scytland. O blind Guides, ( as our Saviour ſaid of the 
Pharifees ) which firain #t « gn1at, aridſwaliows camel, Matth. 23. 34. 
Yet theſe blind Aypocrites you muſt hall in amoug(t Epiſcopal Prote- 
ants, and underthe ridiculous name of diſſenting Brethren, [you :cn- 
.deavour to foſter ſuch Vipers in the'boſom of our Church; a name fo 
ftirange and felf- contradictory, as if we -had -calked them our adions 
Lovers, 'our Toving Enemies, or the like for if the Presbyterians ob'-- 
finately diſſent/from- our Church in Communion, or matters: of Reli- 
gion, es-undoubtetfly they do, how can they be our Brethren? or if 
they be our Brethren in Religion, how can\they diffs from us in Com- 
'"munion, or- matters of Faith, which eſſentially is one and individual ? - 
for, as the Apoftie teſtifieth, there+is but one Lord, one Faith, -one Ba-- 
priſm, Epheſ 4.5. FEES, 

Ay, but they do nvt diſſent from vs 2s much as the Papiſis do, notin 
fo many, nor in fo neceſſary'\pointsof Religion, But this is to no pur- 
pole z firſt; becauſe Heathen, diſſent from us more than Fews, Jews 
than Twrks, and Turks than Papiſts 3 yet we muſt embrace neither Jery, 
#rk, nor Papift, forour diſſenting Brethren'in Religion. Secondly, Be- 
cauſc even as it isnothing material whether a man dies of one mortal 
-wound; -or-6f twenty 3 ſoit $killeth' not whether a Chriftia« obſti- 
-hately crres-in-ore necefſary point of Religion, or in a dozen. For it is 
«in the Chriſtian-Religion, as St. James ilaith of the Law, Whoſoever 
"Wffeneth m onepoimt,' be-is guilty of all, James 2. 10. Now it is evident 
toall the wortd,” that the Presbyterians groſly err in- three of the 
\chickeft Pittlars of Chriftian'Retigion, "as Gharity, Vnity; 2nd Obedience ; 
It cannOt therefore avail themmuch that they agree with us in{o ma- 
ty points of the Superſtructure, white they diſagree from us .in the 
-vtry Foundation, Hear what St, Awguſtin faith of the Denatifts in 
Africk, who much reſemble the Prerbyterions in England; In _ 
ili. thing 
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things ( ſaith he ) they ere with me, in fewo not with me ; but in theſe ſew 
wherein they are not with me, the many things whereinthey are with me 
do nothing avail #hem 3 -in Pſal. 54. ver. 19., Thirdly becauſcall truc 
Proteftants acknowledge the Presbyterians arc ſchiſmeticaly ſeparated 
from the Church of Englend, as well as the Papiſts; and on the other 
fide, in the ſentiments of all Learned Diviges, both antient and modero, 
Scbiſm is ſo heinous a wickedneſs, that without repentance and re- 
union: with the Church (unleſs perhaps invincibie ignorance may leſſen 
.thecrime ) it wholly excludes the Party from eternal ſalvation, accor= 
ding to the expreſs words of our. Saviour, If be neg/et to bear the 
Church, let bim he untothee as an beathen man, and a Publican, Maith. 
18. 17, There caunot poſſibly ( ſaith St. Irenevs ) be made any reformation 
of ſuch importance, 6s the miſchief of Schiſma is pernicious, lib. 4. c. 62, 
. For ;(as Dionyſus Alexandrines teſtifieth ) It is a more grievont wicked- 
neſs to- divide the Church, than to ſacrifice to-[dols, ap, Euſeb. lib. 6 bift. 
c. 37. Which is yet further afrmed by the Prince of Divines, the great 
St. Auguſtine, The ſacrilege of Schiſm ( ſaith he ) ſurpaſſeth all wickedneſs, 
lib, x. contra ep.Parmen. c. 4. And leſt we ſhould not believe his own 
fingle teſtimony, this aſſertion he ſolidly confirms by the fearful pu- 
niſhment ivflicted on Corab, Darhan, and Abiram, for their ſchiſmatical 
diſobedience to' Mſes and Aaron. At what time ( faith he) God would 
teach bis People by new and freſh puniſhments to beware of their former 
tranſgreſſions, when an Idol was made and adored, ( Rane $9, when the 
Prophets book was burnt by the bofty King, ( Jer. 36, ) and the ſchiſm was 
attempted ( Numb. 16. ) by Corah and his accomplices; the Jadelatry 
was puniſhed with the ſword, the burning of the book was revenged with 
waſting War and forreign Captivity; but the Schiſm was plagued with 
the ſudden gaping of the earth, the Authors thereof baving been ſwallowed 
wp alive, and conſum'd with fire from beaven- Who now ( laith this great 
Logician )- will dowbt, but. that was moſt wickedly committed, which was 
meſt gr ievoufly puniſhcd ? lib. 2. de-Bapt. cont . Donatiſt, e. 6. | 
St. Cyprian goeth yet further, and of all ſchi/matical Separatiſts, giv- 
eth this general ſentence, Sucb people, though they were killed in the con. 
feſſion of Chriſts name, yet that blemiſh even by blood is not waſhed away ; 
the unpardonable and grievons crime of diſſention is not purged even with 
death, He cannot be a Martyr that is not in the Church. He cannot at- 
rain to the Kingdom, thas forſakes ber which is to reign. Such an one may 
behilled, but cannot be crown'd. The enemy of the Altar, rebellious againſt 
the Sacrifice of Chrift, deſpiſing the Biſhops, and forſaking the Priclts of 
God, preſumes to ere} another Altar, and make other prayers by bis un- 
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Neither are our Modern Divines lels plain in this particular and to 
begin with Calvin, the great God of the Presbyterians, he gives his 


 verdid in theſe following words . We profeſs the unity of the Church 
'( ſuch as is deſcribed by St. Paul) to be moſt dear unto ur and we accurſe 


them that ſhall any thing violate it ; lib, de nece(s, Reform. Eccleſ, And 
again, The Lord doth ſo bighly eſteem the Communion of bis Church, that he 
bolds bim for an Apoſtate, and deſerter of Religion, who inſolently ſeparates 
bimſelf from any Chriſtian Society, ſo it be ſuch a one as bath the true 
Miniftry of the Word and Sacraments , lib. 4. Inftit, c, 1. $. 10. Either 
therefore we have not the true Miniſtry of the Word and Sacraments 
in the Church of England, or elſe the Presbyterians are Schiſmaticks, 
nay Apoſtates and deſerters of Religion, even in the Judgment of their 
own Patriarch Calvin, | 

Luther likewiſe in his explication upon the Creed, ſpeaks to the ſame 
purpoſe : Neither Gentile, nor Jew, (ith he) Heretick, or any other 
ſinner, is ſaved, unleſs be make Atonement with the Church, and in all 
things think, do, and teach the ſame. As for our own Diviner, they 
are in this point both plain and poſitive 2 It is falſe (faith our Learned 
Whitaker ) that Heretical and Schiſmatical Churches, are true Churches. 
controv. 2+ q: 5. c. 9, And again: Whereas be proves, that Hereticky, 
Apoftates, and Shiſmaticks are not Members of the true Church, it is no- 
thingto us for this none of us ever affirmed. controv. 2.9.1. c. 4 

And Dr. Fukin his Treatiſe of the Succeſhoa of the Chureb, p. 390. 
faith : What Jkilleth it, whetber one being drawn by Herefie or Schiſm 
from the Body of Chriſt, be ſubje& to Eternal Damnation ? 

Mr. Caſawbone alſo in his Letter to Cardinal Peron, written by the 
appointment of King James, page 8. thus ſaith: The King doth con- 
demn and deteſt thoſe, who departedeither from the faith of the Catholick 
Church, and became Hereticks; or from ber Communion, and became Schiſ- 
maticks, And the ſame is taught by Dr. Hamphrey, ad rat. 3. Cam- 
piani, p. 207. by Field, lib. 1, de Eccleſ, c. 7, Confeſs. Helvet. art. 
17. Bulling. in compend, fidei. lib. 6, c, 11. Maſculus in Locis, tit, de 
Schiſmate, p. 621, and many others. 

* Is it not evident therefore by the unanimous conſent of ſo many 
Proteſtant Divines,lo exactly concurring with the general vote of the An. 
cient Writers,and Gods expreſs word, that Schiſm is ſo capital a crime, 
that it cuts off the party from the Church of God, and thereby from all 
ordinary means of obtaining eternal Salvetion? And is it not likewiſe 
certain , that Proteſtants and Presbyterians (notwithſtanding your« 
ridiculous cementing of them together ) do mutually cenſure and 
charge each other with Schiſm, if not with impious and Heretica! 

C DoGrines. 
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Dodrines, None I think, can be ſo ignorant, as not to know what 
a Clond of Writers have given their verdid (on, both ſides. in this 


particular. To the end therefdre you may not hereafter exchaitn a+ * 


gainſt me, oralledge that I make it my buſincls to breed difſention end 
diviſion between Proteſtants, by calling the Presbyterians Schiſmatical 
Sefaries, (tho! indeed it is my defign to ſeperate the Pheat from the 
Yares, truce P+oteft ants from 'counterfteit Religionaries, and warn them 
not to truſt 8gain ſuch Hypocritical Diffemblers) and that you may be 
convinc'd; this js no particular. opinion of mine, but the general 
tenet of our Learned Divenes | hear ſome of thera ſpear their own 
minds at a time, when Presbytery was not near ſo monſitous in it (elf, 
nor yet half ſo dapgerons or formidable.to. our Church, as it is at pre- 
ſent. The Puritans ( faith Dr. Bancroft, Archbiſhop 'of Canterbury ) 
do pervere the tive -meaning both of S:riprere und Fathers, 40 ſerve 
their own turns, | In his Survey of the -pretended Holy Diſcipline, 
C. 5.. Oc, | 

Nd Mr. Parkes, in his book dedicated to the Archbiſhep, in his 
Epiſtte Dedicutory, thus ſaithof your holy Brethren : They are head- 
firong, aud 'bardened in error ; they ſtrike at the main puints of faith, and 
ſrakivgtbe fonndation # ſelf, and calling inito /queftion Heaven and Hell, 
the Divinity and Humonity, . yea the very Soul and Salvation of our Se 
viour bimſelf. And again, ibid. The Puritans have Peſlilent Herefies, 
they are Heretical and Sacrilegions. 

Mr. Fowel likewiſe; in his Conſiderations, ſaith of them ; They are 
notorious anil-manifeſt Schiſmatichs, ent off from the Church of God. 

And this 'is further confirmed by Mr. | Ceſaubory excellent Rule, 
(taken'iout of S, Cyprian's 69. Ep, ) in Excreit. 15. contra Baron. nu.:6, 
Where he ſaith : Tis ## #1dowbted verity, that whensoever the pious 
People adheres t0 their true aud lawfull Biſhop, 'they are Gods Church; 
wHſemuch that whoſoever ſeperitcs himſelf from this Congregation , it 
eanndt be-doubted, but that he #5 wot in the Church, - Presbyterians 
therefore are notin the Church of God, who have Schinmatixally he- 
perated themſd ves from the pious and erthodox Proteliants:adhering 
to-vhcir trucund lawhul Biſhops, To be brief, the Biſhop of Chicheſter 
givcs us's full and ſhort deſcription of theſe Holy and SanQihed Bre. 
theren: I wwft confoff (falth he) my diſſent through and ſincere from the 
fadjion of Novetizimg Puritans, meu intratiible, inſociable, mmcompliable 
withihoſe that will n#t #dificare@I/diflenhones 3 but #n 10:01 point more, 

» #hay tntheir defperate dofrime of Predeſitnation; in his Appeal to Ceſar, 
age 60: 'And again p. $20. he'fpeaks to the Presbyterlans themſcives 
4nthis'mattner ;. gow fartber, $1: leave you Ja your ſelves, and (if 1 
z . "a } 1 | 
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fible) unto: more charitable conceits of thoſe that deſerve no othey impritas ion, 
bat, they ave no Puridans : Which Gel of bis Goodueſs keep ows of this 
Chareh and State, at dangerous as Popery, for any thivg I am able to dif 
cern: The only (difference beivg, Popery is for Tyranny, Puritaniſm far 
Anarchy , Popery is original of Superflution, Puri axiſuatbe Highway unto 
Prophanenefs , both alike Premaes to Piety. 

But leſt you fhovid think this learned Prelate any thing tranſpor- 
ted with prejudice or paxtiality in this his cenſure of your: Sanified 
Brethren, hear what your own Patriarch and firft founder ſpeaketh of 
thoſe, who had the firſt Fruits of his Spirit, his holy Proſclytes at 
Geneva; Its certain (faith he) that a'man ſhdlinot fee ſo borrible monflers 
in the Papacy, as where the Goſpel is Preach'd and Profeſid; for they 
will [ay they are reformed, and yer »beyſeemto be Devils incarnate, utither 
have we need to. go faroff to find ſuch fightr, Calvin ſerm. 10. in ep. 
ad Epheſ. Tt , , 

Now the Presbyterians on the otherfide arc nothing behind in lan- 
dering and<harging the Church of England with all imaginable cor 
ruption 3 Schiſm, they think , is too ſmall a crime to be alledg'd 
againſt her, whilſt Popiſh Swperſtition and the  drogs of Antichrift.do 
compoſe the chiefe(t part of her Liturgy, DoQrine and Government. 
The form of the Communion-Book (tay they) #5 taken from #5e 
Church of Antichriſt, as the reading of the Epiſtles; and Goſpels, | &c. 
the moſt of the Prayers, the mauner of adminiſtring thy Sacramtnts, &c. 
in Dr. Whitgifts defence, p. 474. And in their Book \intituled, The 
Petition of 22. Preachers in, Loudon, they:ſays In the Communion- Book 
there be things of which there is no ſenſe, there is contradiftion in it, even of 
meceſſary and eſſential foints- of Religeon. And alſo in their Book of 
Cannons and Conſtitutions Eccleſiaſtical, printed 4nns 1604. they 
ſay : The worſhip in the Church of England is corrupt, ſuperſtitions, un- 
Ilarfull acd repugnant to the Scriptures. Likewiſe the great Presbyte- 
rian Alex2nder Henderſon, in his firſt Peper to our Royal Martyr, in the 
Book intituled Reliquie Caroline, pnrt 1, p. 314. thus ſpeaketh: It is 
t00 well known that the Reformation of K. Henry 8. was moſt impeyfelt inthe 
eſſentials of Poftrine, Worſhip and Government : And though it proceeded 
by ſome degrees afterwards, yet the Government was never reformed, the 
head was changed, Dominus non Dominium, and the whole limbs of the 
Antichriftian Hierarchy retained. And for this cauſe ( as our late Sove» 
raign well obferves ) their zealous Superſtition thinks or pretends, they 
cannot do God and the Church a greaver ſervice, than utterly to deſtroy that 
Primitive, Apoſtolical, and anciently univerſal Government of the Chureb 
by Biſhops, in his Eikon Baſilike, c- 9. But toconclude, and if Sy- 
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mary may tell us the true ſtature of a man by the proportion of his 
foot, ſurely we' may ealily gueſs what ſenſe the Presbyterjans have of 
thoſe of our Chnrch,: by that prodigious Sermon of D avid Blake, a 
Ring. leader of the Kirk of Scotland, who in the year 1596. ſolemnly 
preached, That all Kings. were the Devils Barns, that King James his 
heart tas treacherour, and that the Devil was in the Court, and the 
Gwuiders of it; that Queen Elizabeth wes an Atheift, and s wicked W,;- 
man; that the Nubility and Lords were miſcreants, bribers, degenerated, 
godleſs, diſſemblers, and enemies to the Church, &c. And yet this moſt ſe. 


ditions and Anarchical Sermon was ſo farfrom being cenſured by the 


holy Synagogue'of the Pregbyterians, that they openly. told King James, 
It was Gods cauſe, and they muſt proteQ and defend him to the hazard of 
their lives, Sce Spotiſwood's Hiſtory of the Church of Scotland, page 
42 8 Cc. 

Speak now, Sir Presbyter, and tell us plainly your opinion of your 
holy diſſenting Brethren; can you defend their going out of the 
Church of England -from the brand of Schiſm ? Is it not the infallible 
Badge of Seearies, to depart from the Communion of Orthox Chri. 
fiians? Obſerve what the beloved Diſciple ſaith, They went out from 
»:, but they were not of us ; for if they bad been of us, they would no 
doubt have continued with us, 1 Job. 2.19. Who therefore is to be 
eltcemed in your judgment the greateſt Schiſmatick, the Church of 
Eigland, for not complying 'with the Presbyterians pretended re- 
fining of the Reformation, or the Presbyterian Synagogue for not obcy. 
ing the Ebrcb of England, and their lawful Biſhops? For undoubted- 
ly, in this Separation, and mutual exclaiming againit each other, 
either Party muſt unavoidably be guilty of Schiſm; otherwiſe 'we 
muſt confeſs, the Novatiens, Aerizns, Luciferians, and Donatiſts, to 
to have been moſt unjuſtly reputed Schiſmaticks by the antient Wri. 
ters. Do not we know. that one of the chiefeft points for which Ae- 
rins was anathematized even for an Hereſiark by the Primitive Church, 


was his afferting the Parity or Equality of Biſhops and Presbyters? 


as St. Auguſtine recordeth, Her. 53. and as St. Epiphanins, Her. 7 5. 
teſtifieth, and fully confuteth. And yet this very Do@rine is now the 
Charaderiftical gote and badge of our holy Puritans, How then can' 
Aerius be condemned for a wicked Noveliſt, and theſe his followers 
be extolled for refining Reformiſts? Can the ſame Dofrine be ac- 
counted Orthodox in the one, and Heretical in the other? or muſt we 
Gay, that of all Antiquity Aeris alone did ſee the truth, and all the reſt 
were blind ? 


Be not deceived, good Presbyterians, but conſider with your ſelves, 
whether 
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whether it be agreeable to ſenſe Ly] that a fingle opinion of a 
private Upſtart, grounded upon no expreſs Text of Scripture, ſhould 
be preferred before the unanimous conſent of all Orthodox Antiquity, 
and the whole Church of Chrift, at that time eſpecially, when all 
the world acknowledgeth her to have been in her greateſt ſplendor 
and purity. . Stand not blind- folded with prejudice or partiality, and 
ſuffer not your ſelves to be tranſported with any prepoſterous zeal or 
animoſity, which will but obnubilate your under(tanding, and wea- 
ken your judgment 3 but eather examine with a ſober and unbyals'd 
mind the grounds and motives of your Separation from your lawful 
Superiours and Paſtors, and conſider impartially, whether it be not 
more reaſonable for Chriſtians to follow the DoErine of the mioft 
learned and holy DoGtors of the Primitive Church, ( who have. un- 
doubtedly followed the Lamb, and are now glorifi'd in Heaven ) than 
the new found opinion and groundleſs affertion, either of Aeris, or 
his late tlicklers, Jobx Calvin and his Geneveſian Goſpellers. Remem- 
ber how the Lord ſaith, Stand ye in the ways, and ſee, and ak for the 
old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye ſhall find reſt 
for- your ſouls, Fer. 6,16. And this reft, if you expeR to enjoy, forſake 
not the antient- form of Church-Government, which has continued in 
Chri(ts Church fnce the Apoſtles time. Sepe viatorem nova, non vetus 
orbita fallit, Can you find in all Antiquity one Orthodox Chriitian af- 
ſerting, or one faithful Church exerciſing this your Presbyterian Dif. 
cipline? Do not all Ecclefioftical Hiſtories tell .us, how. Chrifts 
Church, fince his Aſcenſion, has been always governed by Biſhops ? 
Was not St. Auguſtine Biſhop of Hippe in Aﬀrick, St. Ambroſe of 
Millan, St, Hillary of Poifiers, St. Cyprian of Carthage, St. Chryſoſtom 
of Conſtantinople, St. Athanafins of Alezandria, St. Irenens of Lyons 
and, In a word, were not the moſt eminent Feelefiatical Wor thies, 
that flouriſhed fince the beginning of Chriſtianity, Biſhops of their 
reſpeRive Sces or Churches? Did you .ever hear of any Society of 
Chriſtians, fince the Apoliles time, governed onely by Pres byters or 
Elders, not ſubordinate to Epiſcopal Government ? Or can you fhnd 
in all the holy Scriptures one Text to warrant theſe your levelling 
Principles, of aboliſhing the antient Eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy of Chritts 
Church ? Can you deny; but that until our Szviour's time, there 
were in the Fewiſh Church Chicf or High Prieſts, which by God's ap- 
pointment_ were Superintendents and Preſidents over the Levites and 
inferiour Clergy ?- See 2 Chron. 19.11. Matth. 2. 4. Heb. 9:6; And 
is it not as evident, that in the New Teſtament the Apoliles were 
Prefidents and Chief Superintendents, not onely over the Lanes 
encir; 


+ . 

their titnes, but alſo over all the Deacdns, nay over the Prieſts and El- | 
ders of the Church of -Chrift? Since therefore It is incredible, that * 
this Authority conferr*d by Chriſton his Apoflles, principally for the * 
good of his Church, ſhould die with their perſons, and not rather 
deſcend to their Succeſſors, and thereby continue in his Church to the 
end of the World ; it cannot be doubtcd, but that the Apoliles Power | 
and Jurifdiion over Priefts and Deacons was invelted in others, who, | 
as the Apoſtles Succefſors, ſhould- govern not onely the Flock, but | 
alfo the inferiour Paſiors arid Rulers thereof, Now that Biſhups are | 
the lawful Succeſſors of the Apoſtles in this Spiritual Juriſdiction,may 

be gathered, frſt,out of that paſſage of holy Scripture, where the Apo. | 
ſlcthip of St. Matthias is expreſly calfed bis Biſhoprick , Afis 1, 20, 
thercby infinuating, that Biſhops are the fame, or at lealt the next 
in Authority' to the Apoltles. 2. It may be confirmed by the uni- 
verſal conſent of all antient Writers, unanimouſly affirming, that Bi- * | 
ſhops onely have ſucceeded to the . Apoſtles in the Government of | 
Chriſts Church. See Cone, Neveeſar, Can. 13. Damaſ. ep. 3. de Chore= | 
Piſcopir. Hiero, ep. ad Marcellam de Erroribus Montani. Aug. in Pſal, 
44. Leo ep. $8, Ifidor, lib. 2. de Divin. Officiis, Beda in c, 10, Luc: and 
ſeveral other antictit Writers of the Primitive Church, 

But before we lanch further into the Teftimonies of theſe ancient 
Writers, that we may at once both confirm our own Dodtrine, and 
confound yours,let us ſee what great proofs you can produce out of ho. 
ly Scripture or Fathers, cither for your Presbytcrian, or aganift our 5 
Epiſcopal Government, | 

Firſt, you ſay, there is no mention in holy Scripture of a Biſhops being 
abovea Pre:byter, theretore no ſuch thing is tobe admitted, A rare 
Argiiment indeed 3 but what if I ſay, that your Geneveſian Diſcipline 
was never mentioned in holy Scriptare, and therefore is not to be al- 
lowed cr admitted in Chrijts Church? What can you anfwer to this ' 
retortion, or what filly Sophifters are you, thus blind-fold, andabata- 
ram more, to run on head-long againſt your adverſaries, and never 
conſider how by this Argument you quite undermine your own Coy- 
gregational, Clgſſical, Symodical, Provincial, and National Aſſemblies ? 
| Did you ever Far fuch barbarous terms in holy Scriptwre ? or ever 

il fhnd them ( at leaſt in your ſenſe ) uſed by any antient Writer? Why 
| then ſhould you reje& Epiſcopal Government fo univerſally praQtiſcd, 
and ſet up the Presbytetian Democracy, never heard of in the Church 
of Chriſt before Calvin's days ? Certaitily thou,h the one had been no 1 
betrer grounded on boly Seriptue than the other, yet the antiquity of 
Epiſcopacy, and the quite inmemora) poſt; fiitn »f Biſhops in the Goe : * 
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- argaimerit is groundlefs and Sophiſtical, or elſe Chief-Prijts differ'd no» 
thing from the inferionr-Prieſts in the "Old Law. And belides, the 
« Apitlss often called themſelves Prerbyters or Elders, 1 Pet. 5,1. and 


21 

vernment of the Chnrch fo many hundred years together, is reaſon 
enough for any peaccable Chriftiau to prefer it before any new-found 
invention ; It being an undoubted Maxim, In part jure vel cauſa melior 
eft conditio poffidentis. Moreover, according to the approved rule of 
St. Auguſtin, That, which the univerſal Church doth bold, and was not 
inſtituved by Comncils, but bath been shways retained, we moſt juſtly believe 
to have deſcended from no Authority, but the Apoſtles. lib. 4. de bapt. 
C. 24- CP. 119. and in ſeveral other places. Since therefore, the Original 
and beginning of Epiſcapal Government cannot be found irom the 
Apoſtles downwards, we muſt conclude it is at leaft of Apoftelical, and 
conſcquently of Divine inſtitucion. But tobe brick, does not St. Paul 
exprefly allow Timothy, the firſt Biſhop of the Epheſians, to judge the 
Prisfts or Elders of that Church? 1 Tim. 5. 1p, 20. does not be 
therefore own him to be their Lawtul Superior ? for ſurely, common 
ſenſe'can tell tis, that no Magiſtrate whatſoever has any legal power 
to judge his qual in Authority z according to that approved Maxim, 
P aribus in pare! uulla datur poteftar. Since therefore it muſt begranted, 
either that Timothy had power and juriſdiction over the Presbyters- of 
his Church, or the Apoſtles inftru@ions to him were vain and moſt im- 


' pertinent, and that none can have any lawful juriſdifion over. his 


equal, it evidently enſueth, he was by the teſtimony of holy Scripturt, 
their truc and lawful Swperzor, 
Secondly, you altedge, that in holy Scripture the ſame perſons are pro- 
miſcuouſly called Biſhops or Preibyters, Acts 20.28. Philip.t.1, Tit.1.5,7, 
and 1 Tim, 3. therefore (fay you) they are the ſame'Fund&tion, A molt 
exce!lent picce of Lopgick, But are not'the fame perſons (promiſcuoully 
called Apoſtles and Diſciples in the Goſpel? Is it theretore the ſame 
thing to be an Apoſtle and a Diſciple ? If fo, to what purpoſe was 
Mzithizs, ( who was already a Diſciple, Ads 1. 21.) (o ſolemnly 
elefted ApoſtHein the place of Fudas ? I not, then the identity of names 
doth not always import the identity of Fundtione, Likewiſe, donot we 
hod in the 01d Teſtament the ſame perſons called ſometicnes Prieſts, lome- 
times Hizb-Pricfts ?a8:AZariah'(2 Chron.26.17.)is called only a Prieft, 
20. he is tiled the Chief- Prieft. Therefore either our Presbyterian 


2 Jo, v.1. and 3 Jo. v.1. &c, Yet 1 hope our preſent Religionaries 


- wili otnovedge thay differ'd from fingle Prerhyters both in order and 


j"ci{di tion, But to comemearer home, what is. more common iy our 


own days, than to hear Prieſts -or Presbyters called Miniſters , _ 
Wor 


| .[ 22) , ; 
word properly ſignifieth Deacons? and yet it is evident, we always 
count Deacdxs inferiour to Presbyters, though-the name. properly be. 
longing to the one, is often attributed to the other ; why then thould 
not we conclude, that Presbyters are always inferiour to Biſhops, tho? 
their names had been ſometimes mutually communicated to one ano*+ 
ther? For we mult obſcrve, that Fpiſcopw originally ſignitying only an 
Overſeer, as Priebyter ſignificth an Elder, or Aged man, ſuch Precbyters 
as had the Cure of Souls, and charge of ſmall Precinds, now called 
Pariſhes, under their true Biſhep, might well be termed Overſeers of 
their reſpeRive Flocks, and conſequently in ſome ſenſe be termed Epiſ- 
copi or Biſhops : yet foraſmuch as they wanted the fulneſs of Eccleſiaſti- 
cal power, and belides Preaching the word of God and Baptizing be- 
L.evers, which Deacons alſo might do, could only adminiſter the $2- 
crament of the Lords Supper, but were not allowed to confirm the 
Baptized, much leſs to ordain other Prieſts or Elders in the Church, as 
hereafter it (hall be proved ; they were only Biſhops by name, not by 
Eccl:fiaftical orders, even as aged perſons were called Elders for their 
years, not for any Spiritual juriſdiftion. 

But foraſmuch as ſome think the Apoſtles have not been very exa&t 


in exprefling either the Identity or Diverſity of Biſhops and Presbyters, ' 


but left it ſomething ambiguous, and ſubject to be queſtioned 3 toclcar 
this point we ſhall here obſerve that excellent method preſcribed by our 
Royal Martyr, for to find out the true ſenſe of any ambiguous paſſage of 
holy Scripture. If the pratiice of the Primitive Chureb (laith he) and the 

univerſal conſent of the Fathers, be not a convincing Argument when the in- 

terpretation of Scripture is doubtſull, I know nothing. And again : Albeit 

I never efteem'd any Authority equal to the Scriptures ;, yet I do think the 

#nanimows conſent of the Fathers, and the univerſal prafiice of the Primitive 

Church to the beſt and moſt anthentical interpreters of Gods word, and con- 

Jequently the fitteſt Judges between me and you, when we differ, untill you 

find me a better. In his 2. paper to Alexander Henderſon, in the book 

intituled Reliquie Caroline, part 1, p. 323. Oc. This rule therefore. 
and prudent method we ſhall here obſerve, and for the better under- 
ſtanding of the foregoing texts of Scripture, we ſhall enquire into the 
dofrine and praQice of the Primitive Church, concerning the diftini- 
on of Biſhops and Presbyters; but let us firſt examine what you can pro» 
duce out of theſe ancient monuments for your own Geneveſian Diſcipline. 
Wherefore, . 

Thirdly, you obje&, that ſome ancient Fathers affirm, the ſupe- 
riority of Biſhops above Presbyters to have been introduced only by 
the cuſtom of the Church, not by any inſiitution of Chriſt» The ſame 
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is 8 Presbyter (faith St, Hiram) which is a- Biſhop, '#nd befare diviſions 


through the Devils inftigation were made in Religion, and it was ſaid a- 
mengſt the people; -1 ans of Paul; and I of Apollo, and Lof Cephes, 'the 
Churches were governed bythe Cominon-Countel of | the Predhyters : bus 
when every'dne thought-thoſe be. baptized , td 'be h1z_ own; nor Chriſts, it 
was: deerted';n atl the World, that' one ſhowld- be choſen from among:tht 
Preibyters and placed above the veſt, to whom all the care vr charge of the 
Church ſhould belong, and the Seed of Schiſm be taken | away. it1 cap. 1+ 
ep. ad Tit. ! $M s (117 [ 3 23 i 41G} : Y 3 
This is\the firongeft-objeRion or argument you|can,produce out 
of the ancient /Fathe+, for 'your-ptetended holy Diſcipline, arid; yet-(o 
far it is from warranting that new-found device, that it quite fub= 
verts and deſtroys it, - For tho' St; Hierem ſeems to affirm that our 
Saviour.left his Church at the beginning toibe governed, not by Biſhops 
alone, ' but by the'comrhon Comuncell ot-the: Precbyters,' yet he-plainly 
acknowledgeth that the Apoſtler;' (in haſe time people ſaid; Trans of 
Paul, and. Þ of Apollos, and 1 of Cephas, :as.apptateth; x -Cor: 1412+) t0 
avoid Schiſm (which fromthe Auti-hierarchical equality: of Eeclefiaftical 
Paftors (houid unavoidably enſue) 2ppointed Biſhops -abuye the'Presby* 
ters to rule and Govern the Church, that fo. the feed of Schiſm. might 
be taken away; 'Since theretore whit: the. Apoſtles by vestue cot thein 
Fundion and Commitfion from Ghrijt have done inithe dew vis. with 
as much reaſon to be repured done-by Divite Authority, as:what Mey 
did in the O14 Teſtament by Gods command-and inſpiration you caits 
not deny, if you ſtand to Sr. Hierom's Teſtimony, but 'that the -prehe- 
minence of Biſhops above Presbyters in the Law: of Grace, is as. much 
de jure divino; as the Superiority of: the High-Prieſt» over; the: 3uferionr 
Priefts and Levites in'the Law of: Myſer.  - Met wth, pilot obþ in 
-: Butlet us hear what the relt>ot the Ancient; Eathers, (trom:whom 
without doubt St. Hierem differ'd not inſo material a point } ſpeak of 
this ſubje&. St. Ignatius, the Apofles Diſciple, in his epiſile to the Phi 
Ladelphians writes in this manner : Good are the Prieſts, aud the Minifiers 
of the Word ; yer better is the Biſbop, 'wbo 55 entrifted. with the; Holy of 
of Holier, "to whom alone the neyteries of Ghd are.committed,. And.in the 
Canons which axe commonly called;the Apoſtles Canony, thus: we find, 
can, 40. Let not the Priefis and Deacons attempt to do any thing without 
the Biſhops for ts bim1he people of the'Lord is committed, aud he is to give 
!an pecount for their Souls, - Tertullianlikewife lib, de.bapt. £. 17+ faith; 
The Highb-Prieft, which is the Biſhip, bath right to give Baptiſm, oud- then 
the Prerbyters and Deacons, yet: not witbout the Rifoeps ltave;! And St. 
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(24) 
eauſy be is +he firſts Prieft, that is Prince of the Priefie, in £4. ep. ad Ephed, 
And here we are to obſcrve; that 
En enyeend only, or a civil ceſpe&duc unto them from 
Prebyters for their Ape, Pacty, or Learning, but do plainly acknow- 
ledge them to be the erue Magiltrates of Chriſt: Church, endued with 
Power and Authority to rule and govern bath Flocks and Paftors toge- 
ther, and accordingly they atribute unto them ſeveral Prevogatives and 
Ecclefiaftic al $unitions (as we have now partly ſeen ) that Presbyters 
wcre not allow*d to perform 3 which could never have been (o unj- 
veeſatly -opgrovd'of, had Epiſeopecy been voly a prodentis! conſtitu- 
tion of hamane Wiſdom, and: not the-ablolite ordinance of Chriſt 
himſcif.'' 

Firſt, in thoſc ancient times Biſhops alone were allow'd to fit and 
vote in Eeclefiaftical Comncils, as evidently apprareth by the refpetive 
ſubſcriptions of all the approved Cemneils held in the Chereh for the 
firſ-680, years aftcr Chrifl, And xherdiore when ſome Laicks and 
others that were no Biſbops,,came intothe Comncil of Chalceden, to fide 
with the Heretick Djoſcorus, the Prelates immediately cauled them ro 
be expelled, ſaying : Put-ou2 theſe ſuperſinons perſons, the Conneil be- 
longs tothe Biſhops. And Theodofins junior the Emperoxr, in his Epitile 
to the Comncil of Epbeſns, laid: It is vot_lanefull for any that 5s not in 
the order of the moſt boly Biſhops. to meddle in Ecclefiaflical conſultations. 
To be brief, when any of the Ancient Writers do ſpeak of theſe 
Charch-affemblies, they always call them the Councils of Biſhops : For 
this conſe (laith Euſebins) meetings and Councils of Biſhops ere called 10- 
gethey throughout every Province. lib, 5, hiſt. c. 23 and to the ſame 
purpoſe (peaketh-St. Cyprian, cp, ad Julian. Athon, cp. ad ſolitar. Hilay, 
lib, de ſynodis. Ambroſ. ep, 32. .Hierom: lib. 2. Apol, contra Ruthn. 
lug. ep. 119, Leo. ep.'16. anda numberles number of other writers, 
always naming Synod: of Biſhops and Metropolitens, but never giving the 
kaſi hint ofany inferiour Prerbyters ( unkls perhaps delegates) much 
leſs hay- Elders admitted to fit among, them. Our preſent terms of 
Art, as Congreg 8tiondl, Cloſſtcal, Provincial, National and Synodieal Al. 
femblics of lay- Elders or forple-Prexbyeerr, were gibbriſh to them in 
thoſe primitive times, Chriſtianity perhaps was thon but a ſuekling, 
and therefore untic for ſack myſterious —— To _ by a 
new power of the { are able to pull down t Crown, 
and ftoutelt - boakyta vr craſh them both: ' under the Cloak of 
 entis Biſbeps. alone wore admitted to- confirm belicvers after 


Baptifma, by fpokitionof hands. All the ancient writers, that hook 
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of this Ceremony, do either cal] ic the laying on of Biſhops hands, or do 


expreſly affirm, that nonc but Biſkops can do it : Thus Eufebixe ſpea- 
king, of the Schifmatick Novorre, (aith ; Neither bas be obtein'd tbe reft, 
which according 10 #he Cannons of the Church be fhenld receive after Bap« 
iſm, neicber was be figured by a Biſhop with onr Lords Seat; which when 
he received not, how ( I beſeech you.) ſhould be obtain the Holy Ghoſt ? 
lik 6. hiſt. c. 35. And St. Hierome, dial. adverſus Lucifer. faith : I 
coufeſs this ir the cuftom of the Church, that to ſuch as are by Presbyters 
and Deacons baptized a faroff in leſſer Cities, the Biſhop goes to lay bis 
bands npon them as the invocation of the Holy Gboſt, And a little after: 
If you ask , why be that is Baptized inthe Chureb, doth not receive the Ho- 
ty Ghoft, but by the baud of a Biſhop, which all acknowledge vo be given in 
grid Baptiſm. Know that #bis obſervation comes from that Autbority, that 
after our Lords Aſcenfion the Holy Gboft deſcended npon the Apoſtles, 8c. 
In like manner Innocentius the firſt, Biſhop of. Rome and contemporary 
to St. Angmwſtin, cp. ad Decent. c. 3. faith : As for Signing or Confir- 
ming Children, it is manifeſt, that it is not lawful to be done by any other; 
but by a Biſhop : becexſe Preibyters, #bu they be Priefts, yet they arrive 1a 
to the beight of Epiſcopacy. - For ſachichingy. to:be: duke to" Byſdops' alone, 
tbat they ſhould Sign or give #he Holy Gheft, ne2 only tbe exthunaf the Church 
doth demonſtrate,but alſo that leſſen of the Als of the Apoſiles, (c.$ v. 14-) 
whichtells ws thet Peter and John were ſens, 39 give the Hoty Ghoſt to »boſe 
that were already Baptiz'd. p 04 bs e240 Tutif6-2 
And left you ſhould chink that Biſ-opr do-mnot- give the —— 
becauſe the party conftarmed does notdpexk with Tonguesy as c 
poſticsthme, hear how St. Augpuſtis preocruipates. and renfiares thilt bbs. 
jcQion : 1: there any one (faith he) of ſo-pervirſt th beat th av 30) 
Children,on whom we have teid our bands, to-bave received the Holy Gbs 
becauſe they ſpeak:nov ——_— track & in ep. ook OILS 
Thirdly, fo confiderable and fo' weighty s-buſtneſs was che>condeoras 
tion of a\ Biſhop held by the Primitive Chureb, tharthis it9 Towld 
not be 'Canonieally performed withoue che preſence of -4hiCt 
'm- the Pro (a4 leaſt df three, . cher-20fh qonlereing add wpprovin 
their proceedings ;/ as it was exprelly decreed fn the grin 
Rical Comngil of Nico; it theſe words: It b indeed very comneniine; Shim 
Jer Ley Fi ary as by alÞ vbe Biſhops _ P —_ thi be 
kbes fr ſome urgent weetſfit y, or Jor ths longs if Ihe journey 
#bP4rbree Mb ren mening,' aud theſe 1has orv whfend th 
 dech diing awed wk by the mvivinþs itt ths orbit fort be per 
Tet'the validity of whus is dove vbhrough every Provamce ,( indi bu tributed 
#0 8he Metropolitant Biſhop, Cone: Kicen, 14 can, 44 And the like decrte 
So D2 is 
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ts made-in the Fourth-Conneit of i Curthage,: where St. Auguſtiveatlo 
was'/preſent,.Cax, 2! in:theſer: words, When s Biſhop is Ordaihed; tet 
two Biſbipe.bold the Book of | the Gaſpels over bis head and: ſhoulders, and 
one of them pouring Benedifion upon him, let all the other Biſhops that are 
preſent toxch bis head with their bands. See Conc. Carth. 2. Can. 12.& 
Carth, 3.Ca#.39. . And:in the next enſuing Caon, ſpcaking of the 
Ordination.of -Pribyters, they ſpeak in this manner, Whey 4 Prerbyter 
is Ordain'd, 'the Biſhop bleſſing bim, and bolding bis hand upon his bead, 
let all' the Prechyters alſo that are preſent lay their hands upon bis head 
by the Biſhops hands. . And Can, 4+. thus they preſcribe the Ordination 
of Deacons, When a Deacon is Ordain'd, let the Biſhop onely that bleſſetb 
bim lay bis hand upon bis bead, becauſe bei'ts not Conſccrated to the Pricft 
bodd, but to \the Miniftery, « Theſe two: Ialt Canons mention here, that 
by-the difſtxent degrees of ther Splemnites abd Ceremonies ultd at the 
Confecration: of :Brſhopy,| Freibyters,; and : Deacons in- the Primitive 
Chwrtb,. people. may uvderfitand how diff.rently Chriſtians 'in thoſe 
days. clicemedof thicſe three EcclefiafticakOrders, If we may rationally 
gither,.that:Negcory: were thatobunted- ioferiour to: Presbyters, tbe. 
cauſe theyiwetre: Qadained wighleſs:Soleminities, and fewer Ceremonies 3 
frely) we \bavt+hert.the ſel (pxcaldn to think Precbycers inferiour 
fozBifeof+ >) wilietts edt on ON wt hon dk oe 8 v. INE 
.. Fourthly, in-tboſe Primxive: times, Biſhips alone were allowed'to 
confer boly Orders, or ordain Eccleſioftieal Minifters, as evidently ap- 
PStrakiethi iy thb confantprattice okCbrifts Church lince the very begin- 
ningiol:ClrifttanitysT Eid our baviour bhimfelt, who iis the: Shepherd 
1Biſh op :of avr Pre 5, 1 Bevchen $i while he wor verſed. here tipon 
earthg:idedainediukt :his\:twmelva peter, ahens his-ſeventy!, Paſcipleg, 
Luke 9.4 and\20; 1-: andiaftct-eut iSavieartiingy the Apoſtles.'( who 
were alſo Biſhops, Als 1520): cithen Ordained P neabyters and Deacons 
ipthoſc-Glhnerches | wars to theChriſtianFacb, 49s 6.6.:and 
2$62 38 others," yhom:they inycſitd with Epiſc-paiAu- 
ity to! Oldai thentzrqbib> appears. by btoRowl7(Rpitile to Tims, 
Tho: was the ſt -Billkap ob Creve, as: 4) h&phguity and pritiatdanly 
'in his-Ecclefaftical Bifioty lbs 3s. 4e and out own Brblty, 
at'aheend of (the. afoxelaid Epilile do teſtihe:) where theidpeile ſaith, 
be left Tired Op rt gant nth 8 — 
« v0 HUT bit CpurpPojc {+ A Rave 
Fw wee Ons Klbetouil, avarylolna >= could pdr- 
this duty. .Wds there ro, Previytor dis Crete, bit danr: alonet; ar 
Qrdais. theſe E/ders, or 
#trJcalt-Joynitheny.in;.Commillion with Titus? Moreover, if => 
ef £U reſ- 
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Presbyters had power to; ordain Clergy- men in the Apoliles time, how 
came they to loſe this Authority in enſuing Ages ? Is it not evident, 
that all antient Writers always attribute Ordinatioas. onely to Bi- 
ſhops? nay, they thought this power ſo inſeparable from them, that 
they held it the chicfelt; and ſumetimes in compariſon the fole Prero- 
rogative bcionging to the Epiſcopal Fun&ion, and much infilled upon 
this point, in proving the preheminence of Biſhops above Presbyters, 
and all other Eccl:fiaſtical Miniſters, which had not the power of 
Ordination. See Conc, Antioch. cap. 10, Ancyran. cap. 12: Ambroſe, 
Cbryſiſtom, Theodoret. and Theophylca, in 1 Tim, 3 & 3 Hiero, ep. $5, 
ad Evagr. Epiphin. Her. 75. Ang in Breviculo, collat. 3..c 5. Dama. 
ep. 3. de Cborepiſcopis. Leo ep. 88. and many others, St, Flierom, 
though a great Patron to Presbyters, and a zealous maintainer of their 
juſt priviledges, yet confeſſeth Biſhops alone had the power of Ordina- 
tion, What doth a Biſhop da, (faith he) except Ordination, that a Preſ- 
byter may mot do? Ep, 85 ad Evagr, And Sr. Chryſotom likewiſe, 
Hom. 11. in1 Tim. 3. ſaith, Between a Biſhop and a Presbyter almoſt 
there is no difference, for to Presbyters alſo the care of the Church is per- 
witted; and what be ſaid of Biſhops do agree alſo to Pretbyters, for by Or- 
dination oxcly, t be Biſhops are their Superiours, and this alone they ſeem to 
have more; than. Precbyters, St. Ambroſe allo ip 1 Tim, 3, faith, 4 
Biſhop and a Presbyter have one Ordination, . aud each of them is a 
Prieft , but.the Biſhop is firſt, ſo that every Biſhop. is # Presbyter, but not 
every Prezbyter a, Biſhop, for he is Biſhop that is firſt among the Presbyters, 
Finallybe ſignifieth, that Timothy wag ordained Preibyter, yet becauſe be 
had none. befqre him, be was a Biſhop, and therefore be ſhews him bow be 
may Ordain 8 Biſhop; for. it was neither juſt nor lawful, that an Inferiour 
ſhould Ordain bis Swperionr, for none gives what- be hath not received. 
How is.it poſſible ('(alth St. Epiphanins, Her. 75.) that be ſhould Ordain 
a Prebyter, wha-hath no right of laying on bis bangs to Ordain, or ſay that 
he's equal 89 8 Biſhop ?. And the Council of Laodjicea, held Anno 329. 
cop: 26, expreſly declareth, That ſuch as are not Ordained by Biſbops, 
- mr ogy. & 4; fargiortz adminiſter the. Sacraments ) eithgr in 
| - e204 od. A ew yiF ths Council of Ancyra, cap. 12» ( anno 
3TH» ). Saithe.Th4t 34 14.90! lawful for Chorepiſcopi's to Ordain Prieſts. or 
Da899ms.(j 5230 | 
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4, Bj(hog; of; Rome, contemporary to St, Hierom, exe- 
Dr nap gil few by ſipgle Presbyters not onely, un 

drefels:hokpiſg: void and nal from the beginning; for in his Third 
py lſpraing of the aforclaid Fcclefraſtical erſons,called Chorepiſcopi, 
who though-no: Biſhops, but onely their Sublticutes, or Vicar- Generals, 
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[28] 
preſumed as Biſhops to Ordain others Presbyters and Deacons ) he 
writes {n this manner, vever they bave done in the aforeſaid Mi- 
niftery of Eigh + Prieftbood,jt is void and nnll. Neither is this a new. found 
Paradox, or a private opinion of this Biſhop, but rather ſo undoubted 
a Dodtrine, that the invincible Antagoniſt of the Arian, the great 
Atbansſins inſilied upon it in the Council of Tyre, (where he was ſur- 
rounded by all his encrmies, as a Lamb among ſo many Lions and ufed 
it as an uncontrollable argument againſt the malice of the wicked 
Ifchyras, who pretending himſelf a Preebyter, Ordained by Collathns a 
pretended Bibep, Falſty accnſed this Champion of Chrift with breaking 
rhe Cup, wherein himſclfadminiſtred the holy Communion ; which ca- 
lumny St, Athanaſins openly confated, by proving, that Iſchyrar was 
no true Presbytcr, as not bding ordained by a true Biſhop, and conſe. 
quently coutd not adminifter that Sacrament. This paſſage is related 
by St. Athanafins himſelf, in his fecond Apology, where he ſpeaks in 
this manner, The Prieft that is pretended to have been preſent, is that ſo 
often ſpoken of Uchyras, who was neither choſen Presbyter by the Church, 
or when' Alexander received the Prethyrers Ordaived by Miletius, was 
he ever counted inthat number, nor by bim created. How then is Ichyras 
a Predbyter, or by whom was be Ordained? Was he Ordained by Colli- 
thus? far that is the one!y ſhift now remaining 3 but that Colluthns died 
in the degree of Preibytery, ard that all bis impofition of hands were an- 
nulled, and all thoſe #bat_ were Ordaincd by him reduced into the Order of 
_—_ and under the name of Laicks admitted to tbe Communion, is ſo 
mani eft « thing, that none can donbt Sberesf, © And again in the ſame 
Apotogy, They ſborned one 'Iſchyras, a mian that was no Prieft, though 
be boafted of that ame, for he was Orddinied by one Colluthus, not a orve, 
but' an imaginary Biſhop, who jn a General Council was commanded 
Otius and other Biſhops then preſent, that he ſhould behave bimſelf onely 
as 8 Preibyter 2s be was before 5 and therefore all thoſt that were Ordained 
by him, rtturied anto their owh avtient ſtate, among nem Uchyras alfo is 
ROT Ne init Sigur Qinſli he Gagterefimony 
Now theÞdtce of this Argument confiſts not in t mo! 
of 3, Hhavofist, though that ſame (in Ma) t to be pre+ 
ferred before the Chymera's of Jobn Calvin, an a of his Myr. 
midons , but it principally conſiſts in theſe two points: The firſt is, 
the produ *. General Councit, which likely may 'be* the Nireve, 
to'make good His aſſertion. Theſtcond&, if this DoQtrine had 
riot been then unanimouſly riceived, is well by the Herervdox as b 
the Orthidox Beflevers, and conſequently by all Chriftians in l 
the Atria, who lefe no ftoric untremoy'd to confate their great! _ 
tagoniſt, 


s A. Ad Be nd vw do do nadir. 5 4 - 


AE i. 2. 


-” _vY XG CT: aft Mes ou oo lk cw ea .. 


K 
wy 
ae an. ee bn die ta * 


m Ov N PRns.0” 585 IT, +4 is 


Op an M22. 2 is ad 


72 


S 


4 


F 


wlF - 4-24..A > Hb 


YILM 


{ 29 

tegoniſt, would ſoon overthrow St. > £ BU his Plea, and cell him, 
( as Preibyterians now would do ) Iſchyras. was a true Prezbyter, 
though not Ordained by any Biſbop, becauſe ſingle Presbyters could 
lawfully Ocdain. 

To all theſe preſſing arguments, which are cuaugh to convince 
any man not wiltully blind,or polſe&'d with the ſpirit of contradiction, 
we may add another inſoluble demonſtration ad honing, out of our ad- 
verſaries own conceſhons. For Presbyterians cannot deny, but thac 
the Sabbath was Jure Divino transferr'd from the Seventh to the Firtk 
day of the Week it being unlawfu! for any carthly power toalter 
what God has ſo folemnly eſtabliſh'd in the old Law': And likewiſe 
they cannot deny, but that Tufants are Jure Divine capable of Baptiſm: 
Yet I defie any Pre:byterian upon earth to thew better proots tor either 
of theſe tenets, than I have ſhew'd hithertofor the Superiority of Bi- 
ſhops above Precbyters. For the grounds of all theſe points is holy 
Scripture, not ſolcly or ſimply taken, but as interpreted by the «viver.. 
ſal praQice and tradition of Chriſts Church fince the beginning of 
Chriſtianity : why then (good Presbyterians) ſhould not thcle grounds 
prove the latter to be Jure Divine, as well as the former ? or by 
__ authority do you preſume to admit the one , and reject the 
other ? | 

Ifyou infilt upon Scripture alone in maintainiag cither Pedobaptiſm 
or the tranſlation of the Sabbath, you ſhall thereby gain no more, but 
make your felves a laughing: ſtock to all learned and Judicious men, 
For as to the obſervation of Szxday, it is ſo obſcurely delivered in the 
new Teſtameut, ( and the old is diametrically againſt it ) that thereby 
you cannot convince any oppoſer whatſoever z the places alledged for 
it, are theſe that follow ; Upon ibc firſt day of tbe Week the Diſciples 
came trgcther to break, Bread. Aﬀs 20,27, Upon the firſt day of the- 
Week, let every one lay by bim in flore, &c. 1 Cor, 16.2. Fwas in Spr- 
rit on the Lords Day. 'Revel. L. 10. Yet none of all theſe texts can con- 
vince the Sabbath to have bcen lawfully tranſlated from Saturday to 
Sxnday. - Fox to the firſt it may be anſwered, that as the Diſciples 
broke Bread upon the firſt day of the week, fo (no doubt) they did: 
ſometimes upon every day of the week, as appearcth As 2. 46; and 
thercfore we carinot conclude hence the change of the Sabbath to the- 
firſt, rather chan to any other day. Fhe (ccond likewiſe proves no more 
but that the 4poflile adviſcth the Corinthians to begin the week with ag 
Act of Charity, hying alide then ſome rclict for their opprefled. Bre- 
thren. And mozeover, it is obſervable, that in both theſe places the 
Original Greek hath not, the firft day of the week, but win 5 onfibamor,. 
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one of the Sabbaths, which renders.the matter yet more obſcure, and: 
les decidable by Scriptmre.. As forthe laſt, it 'may be laid,” that every 
day is the Lords Dey, andyet- ſome are (ſa (called, becauſe ſomething 
remarkable relating to God happens in thoſe days, Thus the' Day of 
Judgment 'is called the Lords Day, Mal. 4.:5. and” 1 Thel, 5.2, 
end 2-Prt; 3.10, yet no man;”I think, can athrm; that- it falls upon 
Sunday, ' And-ifi this ſenſe. the day ſpoken of by St. Joby, might 
well be called - the Lords Day tho* not Sunday, becauſe of the mani. 
fold Myſteries, which God was'plealed then to reveal to his' beloved' | 
Diſciple. | gs 200. [1 | | | 

Now as' fo the ſecond pointy ſo far it is from being warranted by 
any expreſs Scripture, that the ancient Writers do commonly hold. it 
only as an Apoftolical Tradition, The Chwrch (faith Origenes) receiv'd 
as a tradition from the Apoſtles 0 give Baptiſm even to Children, lib, 5. 
inc. 6 ep, ad Rom. And St, Augeſtin ſaith in like manner : The cuftom | 
of onr Mother the Church in Baptizing Children, i4 not at all tobe deſpiſed, ' 
nor by any means to be counted , vor paz yet to-be believed, wnleſs it 
were an Apoſtolical Tradition, lib, 10, de Gen c. 23. And as tor thoſe 
paſſages of Scripture, which are commonly produced for Pedo-buptiſm, | 
as the example of Circxmeiſion, Chriſt's recetving little Children,and the ? 
Apoſtles Baptizing whole Families z tho? together with the univerſal | 
tradition and prattice of the whole Church hnce our Saviour's Alcen- *! 
fion, they are indeed ſuthcient grounds for this cultom, yet ſolcly ta-' | 
ken by theryſel ves alone, they cannot latishe or convince any inquilitive 
man. For to the example of Circumciſion, it may. be ſoon anſwered, | 
that Baptiſm doth neceſſarily preſuppote Faith, which Circomcifion 


ciſe, or He that believeth and is -Circnmciſed; &c. as it was ſaid 'in the 
New, Teach all Nations, Baprizing +hem, &c. Matth. 28, 19. He that 
believeth and is Baptized ſhall be ſaved, but he that believeth not, ſhall be__ 
damned, Mark 16, 16. Wherefore: tho? children could be circumciſed 

in the Old Law, Ger, 17-12. Yet this proves not that we ought 

now to adminiſter unto them the Sacrament of Baptiſm, which ſeemeth | 
always to prefuppoſe . Divine 'Faith, - whereof infants arc uncapable, 
becauſe they have no knowledg between Good and Evil, Dzut, 1. 3g. 
And likewiſe to our Saviowr's words; Suffer little Children to come 
#nzo me, and forbid them not : For -of ſuch is the Kingdom of God, Mark 10, 
14. It may be anſwer'd, firſt, that Chriſt admitted Pwblicans and finners 
to come unto him, which-yet could not be lawfully Baptiz'd » without 
true Faith and Repentance 2lys that theſe Children, - whereof our 


Saviour fpcaketh, were Circamaſed; and tohſequently were: in effe&t 
Papti- 


' 


XUM 


[31 

Baptiz'd according to the Rites of a Law. Andas to thoſe paſ- 
ſages, where'wholc families are faid to have been Baptiz'd,  Aﬀs.16, 
115, 33- and 1 Cor, 1. 16, It cannot be deny'd, but it is prabable:there 
were {ome infants in thoſe families yet here we do not lodk: for pros 
bable gueſſes, but for undeniable teſtimonies : for ſince it 'is 
evident, that Children cannot actually believe, Deut. 1. 39. and 
that holy Scripture in ſeveral places expreſly requireth faith in ſuch as 
are to be Baptiz'd, Mark 16. 16. A&s $ 37 I think, probable conjec- 
tures can be no ſufficient warrant for us todoany thing ſo apparently 
repugnant to ho'y Scripture, | 

It is plain therefore, that neither Pedo-baptiſm,nor the tranſlation of 
the Sabbath canever be proved by Scripture alone 3, all theſe texts are 
ſo ambiguous and uncertain, that had they not been confirmed by the 
conliant practiceand. tradition of the Church in all Ages (which un- 
doubted!y is the beſt gloſs and comment we can find on Gods ' word 
we could never be aſſured of either of theſe tencts, or conviace any op- 
poſer of their verity. 

Now it is evident by all Antiquity, that nothing could be more uni» 
verſally praQiced, than the Superiority and JurisdiQion of Biſhops a» 
bove Presbyters has been in the Primitive Chwrch; and withall it is 
manifeſt, that this praQice is as much grounded oo Holy Scripture, as 
either of the aforclaid tenets: Why then ſhould wenot conclude Epiſ* 
copacy to be Fare Divino above Presbytery, as well as the Presbyterians 
hold Infants to be Fare Divino capable of Baptiſm, and the: Sabbath 
to have been in like manner Tranſlated from Saturday to Sun- 
day ? | 

But our holy Brethren have gt an invincible Argument to oppoſe 
againit all theſe unanſwerable Authorities, and what is this, but cheir 
own new- found Gloſs upon St. Paul's ambiguous words ; the Apoſtle 
(ſay they ) declares, that Timothy was ordained by Presbyters, when he 
ſaith, Neg le@ not the gift that 11 11 thee, . which was given thee by Propbe- 

fie, with the Leying on of the hands «of the Presbytery, x Tim. 4 14. . But 
this is'a new-found'Gloſs indeed, tor no antient Writer, if. not Aerixs 
and his Sticklers, everdreamt thereof before Job Calvin and. his Allu+ 
minated Series, have found it out by a new Revelation. St. Hierom, by 
thoſc words, with the laying on of the band of the Presbytery, underſtands 
the harids, whereby Timothy received the Order of Presbytery- or 
Pricſthood. PH 

St. Chryſ-ftom, Theodoret, and others, do underſtand it .of Biſhops, 
to whom alone it belonged to confer Eeclefiaftical Orders. But how- 
ever it be interpreted, . certainit is, that Timathy was never ;Or- 
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dained by ſingle Presbyters, St. Paxl expreſly affirming he conſecrated 
him himſelf, where he ſaith, Stir wp the gift of God which ir in thee, by 
the putting on of my bands, 2 Tim. 1.6. Wherefore if by Prerbytery we 
underſtand the perſons that were Presbyters, whether fingle Presbyters 
or Biſhops, and not the Ocder of Presbytery or Priefthood, as St. Hierom 
expounds it, wemulſt underſtand it not of any Presbyters Ordaini 
or Conſecrating, Timotby, whereas the Apoſtle himſelf was his Conſe- 
crator, bat of ſuch as afliſied at, his Ordination, who according to the 
aforeſaid Second and Third Canon of the Fourth Council of Carthage, 
were, together with the Conſecrator, to lay their hands on the head of 
the Perſon Ordained Presbyter or Biſhop. 

Our godly Goſpellers have one ObjeQion more, if yet it deſerves 
that name, againk Epiſcopal Juriſdition, or rather againſt the undue 
Exerciſe thereof The fourth Council of Carthage (lay they ) has Ce- 
creed,” cap. 23. That ne Biſhop, without the aſſiſtance of bis Clergy, ſhould 
bear or detcrmine Ecclefisftical Canſes, otherwiſe the Biſhops Sentence 
ſhould be void and null, unleſs it were confirmed by the preſence of bis 
Clergy. But what can this make for our Presbyteriau Democracy, or 
againſt the Superiority of Bifhops to be de Fure Divino, which is the 
chiefeft Point controverted between us, I cannot in the leaſt compre- 
hend. As for our part, we always acknowlcdge, that ſince the beg'n- 
ning of Chriftianity, Biſhops had commonly about them many of their 
ablett Priefts and Divines, as it were their Spiritual Privy Connſellers, 
to conſult about Ecclefiaftical matters, without whoſe conſent and 
approbation, they ſeldom tranſaQed any matters of moment, even as 
Kings and Princes (cldom tranſa& matters of State without conſulting 
their Privy:Council. © Thus $. Cyprian faith, himſelf was accuttomed 
touſe the advice of his Priefts and Learned Clergy in exerciſing his 
Ecclefioftical FunQion, and ordering the affairs of his Church, Yet this 
argues no more the parity of Priefts and Biſhops, than the aforeſaid 
cuſtom of Princes proves the equality of Kings and Privy Counſellers, 
Nay furthes, though Biſhops could not determine Eccleſiaſtical matters 
without the advice. and conſent of at leaſt the major part of their 
CleFgy,.yet it ſhould not immediately follow, that they are both of 
equal power, cither of Order or Juriſdifionz even as many Kings of 

e can neither make new Laws, nor repeal the old, without the 
afſcat of the States of their Kingdews, yet are far above any of theſe 
$1ates in power and authority. Likewiſe Judges in England can fel- 
dom give ſcritence of death againſt! avy man, without the afſent and 
verdict} of the Jury, and yet the Jury is not of equal power and com- 
wifjon with the Judges in deciding ſuch capital crimes, 


Where- 
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Wherefore we ſay (as it hath been already proved ) that Biſhops are 
truely ſuperiour to their Clergy, and have power from Chrift to rule 
and govern both the Flock and Paſtors together, Yet we confeſs, they 
mult not rule arbitrarily, or domincer over their inferiours3 wot being 
Lordi (as St, Peter faith ) over Gods beritage, but being enſamples #0 the 
flock, 1 Pet. 5. 3. ſurpaſſing the inferiour Clergy in humility, as they 
excced them in dignity 3 for as our Saviour faith to his Apoſtles, The 
Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe dominion over them, and they that are great 
exerciſe authority upon them. But it ſhall not he ſo among you, but who- 
ſcever will be g1eat among you, let bim be your minifter 5 and whoſoever will 
be chief among you, let him be your ſervant, Even as the Son of man came 
not to be miniſired unto, but to miniſter, and togive bis life a ranſome foy 
many, Matth. 20. 25,26, 27,28, But if the Apoſtles were not allowed 
to exerciſe any arbitrary or domineering power over Chriſtians, with- 
out doubt: Biſhops,who are but the Apoſtles Succeſſcrs, have no right to 
do it; yet this hindereth not, but they may uſe their Spiritual Au- 
thority againſt obſtinate and rebellious perſons, who ( like Corah and 
his Accomplices pretending an Arbitrary Government in Moſes and 
Aaron, Numb. 16. 3.) ipſolently depart from their lawful Paftors and 
Superiors, making themſelves Ring leaders of Schiſmatical FaQionsz 
for in this caſe they may ſay with the Apoſtles, The weapons of owr 
warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God, to the pulling down of 
ſtrong boldsy cafting down imaginations and every high thing that exalteth 
it ſelf againſt the knowledg of Godgavd bringing into Captivity every thought 
to the > 17 lems Chriſt, 2 Cor. 10. 4, 5. | | 

' "Having thus examined (Good Preybyterians) the pretended grounds 
of your {poration from our Church and Communion, 1. appeal now to 
your' own conſciences, if the. Tndepeudent Prerbyterians had not as 
much reaſon as you can here produce, to depart from your fraternz y, 
and the Dnakers, LewiHerr, and all thofe 'Leviathen monſters (which 
like Muſhrooms ſprung vp in the late confuſion) to depart from the In- 
dependents. Shew me befeech you, Tome Teaſon or authority wir- 
ranting the ohe, and condemning the other.  Shew me but one exptefs 
rext of Scripture, or one true preſident of {nriquity for your Presbytert- 
an Democracy, and I will be 7 (98a Communion, In the interim, I beg 


of you imparcially to conſider, how deſperate 1s'your condition, and 
upon what, groudleſ7 grounds you leparate your ſelycs from the Mother 
Chireh, Do not think that your 'ufual pretence of differing from her, 
not in any neceſſary point of faith (as you fay) but only in ſome inferi-, 
or truths and few ceremonies, can juſtify your departlvg from her 
Conropenio, Forundonbtedly, the leſs you diſſent frorm Her yr 
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trine, the more you are tobe (£341 of the heinous crime of Schiſm, 
which is commonly defined by learned men,*A. wilful Separation fron 
the Communion of a Chriſtian Society without any ſufficient cauſe. If there. 
fore you diflent from the Church of England only in outward Ceremo- 
nies, and ſome few unneceſſary points of Do@tinez ſurely, you have 
no ſufficient cauſe ro forſake her Communion z (ince in reaſon nothing leſs 
than a damnable and intolerablecrror cither in faith or manners, can 
warrant us to diſobey our Superiors, whom by the expreſs word of God 
we arc indiſpenſably obliged to obey, Heb. 13,. 17. How then-<an you 
juſtific your departure from the Obedience of your lawfull Biſhopz, or 
clear your ſelves from the brand of Schiſm, ifyou differ from them only 
in ſuch trivial points of Religios ? 

Do bue conlider a little, what unfpeakable miſcrics this your ſepara- 
tion has cauſed this 100 years paſt in this Iſland of Great Britain. What 
faQions, what diviſtons, what maflacres it occafioned among us ? how 
ſtrangely it weaken'd our Government both Spiritual and + Temporal, 
and encouraged our enemies ſo often to delign our ruine, they knowing 
that a Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf, is eaſily brought to deſolation ? 
Matth. 12: 24. What Locuſts of unheard off SeQtaries it produced, to 
the apparent ruine of ſo many ſeduced ſouls > Our Mnggletonians, £n2- 
kers, Leveleri,Browniſts, and a numberlcſs number of other Apocaly precal 
Enthuſiaſts, we muſt chiefly atribute to your pretended refining of .the 
Reformation 3 for by your example they perſwaded themſclves, they 
might as well reform your Goſpel, as you pretend to reform the Church 
of England. Confider, I fay, this deluge of, miſchief brought upon 
your native Country, through your groundleſs ſeparation and difobe- 
dience to your lawfal Paſtors, and tel) me, what good has your preten- 
ded Holy Diſcipline ever dong to the Chiteb ot Chriſt, to countervail 
theſe wofyl calamities ? Or do you think, it is poſſible, that ſuch a diſ. 
cipling (hould be of GoJ, which upon ſuch trivial pretences is the occa- 
fion of ſo much trouble and confution ? | 

Wherefore, Good and well-meaning Prezbyterians (for ſuch to be amoug 
you I muſt in, charity believe, and with ſuch enly I have any hopes to. 
prevail) if you expe the bleſhing of God, and the Iove of the Church of 
Englend, or if you deſire not to be reputed, as well as Papiſts, ſworn 
encmies toall Epiſcopal Proteliants, lay aſide this Spirit of contradiQi. 
on, and fince the Pr:pbet afſures us, that to obey i4 beter than Sacrifice, 
1 Sam. 15: 22. Obey you them that have rule over you (#5 the Apolile 
ſpeaketh, Heb. 13.17.) and ſubmit you! ſelves to thole, who by the 
Laws of the Land , by the Canons of ſo many ancient Comnncils, and the 
ypiverſal uninterrupted cuſtom of the Church of God ſince the Apoſtles 

time, 
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time, are appointed your Paſtors and Prelates to direct and guide you 
in ſpiritual matcers. Forſake theſe faCtious -Rirg leaders,, who make 
you but Aﬀes for themſ{tlves:to ride npon- in ſtzte, and therefore to 
make themſelves great, miad nothing but Sedition and Rebellion, tho' 
to you they pretend but Religion and Liberty, uling (as St. Peter ſpea- 
keth) their liberty for a Cloak, of Maliciouſneſs, 1 Pet. 2.16. like theſe 
wicked hypocrites deſcribed by Leo the great, ep. 23.' in theſe wards : 
Private defigr's are carryed on under the pretence of piety, and every dne 
bas Religion as the Handmaid of bis ambition. For (as our Royat May- 
2yr elegantly ſaith) It is no news to bave all inovations uſher'd in with the 
name of Reformations in Church and State, by thoſe, who ſeeking to gain 
reputation with the vulgar for their extraordinary parts and piety, mult 
necds undo what cver was formerly ſetled, never fo well and wiſely ;\ in his 
Eikon Baſilike, c 16. For I have obſerved (faithhe again c. 25.) that the 
D-vilof Rebellion doth commonly turn himſelf into an Angel of Reformation; 
and the Old Serpent can pretend new lights. When ſome ment conſciences 
accuſe them of [edition and fattion, they (top its month with the name and 
noiſe of Religion. 

Forſake you therefore (uch counterfeit Religionaries, and take notice 
of what the Ange! ſaid to Hagar in the Deſert, Return 10 thy Miftriſe, 
aud ſubmit thy ſe'f under ber bands, Gen, 16. 9. Return-you to the Chuzch 
of England, and if you intend to eſcape out of the Deſert of Schiſm, ſub- 
mit to her Laws and Ordinances ; ſhe will recetve you with as much 
tenderneſs and affection) as the Father embraced his Prodigal Son in the 
Goſpel, Luke 15. 20. 

By this you ſhall fully clear -your ſelves of all imputations of Schiſm 
and innovations, and ſhall avoid -a}l future ſuſpicions of contriving a- 
ny $tratagems to ruine your native Conmry, or ſubvert the Government 
cjther of Church or State; you ſhall firengthen the Proteftans intere(t 
both at home and abroad, be a means by degrees to ſuppreſs Popery and 
all thoſe muſhrums-of Chriſtianity , that ſpring up among us, .and 
procure to your ſelves peace and quietneſs bothin this World and 
in the World to come 3 which 'God .of bis mercy Grant us all ; 
Amen. . 
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B 
An Adrvertiſement to all true Proteſtants. 


My beloved Countrymen of the Church of England 

SI have undertaken both this and the former treatiſe for your 

ſakes, to make you ſenſible of the Presbyterians impoſtutes, and 
dececrtfulcontrivances againſt our Church and State ; fo now I hum» 
bly dedicate and recommend them to your ſerious confiderations. 
Truly 1 have been always very loath to rub up theſe old ſores, which 
have (o lately coſt us ſo much Money and Bloud, tothe draining both 
of Purſe and Veins, or mention thoſe monſtrous Tragedies which with- 
in the memory of man have been ated upon the Stage of this unfortu- 
nate Iſland; and had people now: been as unwilling to tread the ſteps 
of their predeceſſors, as I am to rake up thoſe curſed Cindars, the world 
ſhould be troubled neither with my papers, nor their frenzies. But for= 
aſmuch as there are at preſent fuch certain ſigns and ſymptoms appa- 
rently to be read in the words and ations of ſome diſcontented Relig- 
toraries; that whoſoever hath but eyes to fee, may apprehend ſome fa- 
tal: Apoplexy to be near at hand: '& think -it no lefs than our intereſt, 
timely to look about us, leaſt we be again ſurpriz'd by theſe politick 
Machianels, who unleſs prudently prevented by thoſe who fit at the: 
Helm, I am aTaid, will once mure attempt to refiore their {© much 
long'd for Common-wealth.,' - - - _ 

Yer this, I do not ſay, is (at leaſt direly ) intended by: the generali- 
ty, nor yet the major part'of 'that fation. - I doubt not, but! there 
are; and havealways been.cven' in that Communion ſome vertuous and 
godly men, who were -rather moved by an ignorant Zeal and the peſti- 
tent influence of thtit Ring- leaders, tocommit thoſe prodigious a&ions, 
than of themfclves any thing inclined to'a& ſuch abominable wicked. 
neſr. . Wherefore, I think it is the duty of all Charitable Prat-ftzurs, to 
diſtinguiſh; as far 'as 'pofſible;} berween 'a miſled Prerbyterian and; a 
miſleading F aTioxeer, and accordingly pity the one, but hate and deteſt 
the other. Pity thoſe, who through their credulity and well-mcaning 
Zeal are (o deluded by their Primum Mobile" s, that unawares they are 
forced to att againſt their inclinations; but hate and curſe the reſt, 
whoſe Religion we find by experience is Rebellion, whoſe Faith is FaQion, 
and whoſe pra&tice is the deftru(ion of Kings and Kingdoms, whenſoever 
they find opportunity,and their ability correſpondent to their malice : 
yet fiill to take heed, and carefully beware of both, vigilantly watch- 
ing over their proceedivgs , leaft our careleſnets and ſtupidi- 
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ty may at any time TEM 5. 5 to attempt our ruine, 

Wherefore, my beloved Countrymen, let us contider how as our Svi- 
eur was cruciticd bet ween two Thieves, ſo is the Churcb of England riow 
cadangered between two extrems, the Presbyterians and Papifts, both 
being equally willing, tho? not equally able to deſtroy us. The Papiſts, I 
know, are no lIcls apt than the Pretbyterians, tocommit any treacheries 
to promote their ſuperſtition; but through Gods providence, thcir 
power now.is ſo weak and inconſiderable, that whenſoever they at- 
tempt our ruine, they will but haſten their own 3 for I dare venture my 
life, I might with a thouſand, nay, goo. armed men deſtroy all the Pa- 
piſs England at this preſent hour. But the Presbyterians are ſonu- 
merous and of ſuch formidable greatneſs, daily encreating by our male- 
contents and ambitious grandees, that ifnot timely prevented by our 
prudent Magiſtrates, our Orthodox Churches ſhall be exe long but Cy- 
phers to their Schiſmatical Conventicles. We (ee how boldly they 
ſpeakevery where, and eſpecially in their Coffcc- houſes (thoſe Shops 
of Sedition and Anvils of Rebellion ) againſt our Biſhops and Prelates, 
nay, againſt our King and Government, labouring to poylon the ſhort 
ſighted rabble with their ſeditious libells and pamphlets, They often 
repeat thoſe Antimunarchical expreſſions of the Rumps Parliament, that 
the King of England is entruſted witha limited power, and oblig'd to 
| govera according to the Laws of the Lexd, infomuch that they count 
It a crime of the deepeſt die for any man to affirm, that the King can 
hinder or ſuſpend the execution of any Law whatſoever z tho'* they. 
cannot deny, but that in ſeveral occurrences ſummum jus is ſumma inju- 
ris, whence our late Sovereigas writing to his preſent Majeſty, judici- 
ouſly ſaid : Towr prerogative is beſt ſhewed and exerciſed in remitting, 
\pather tha exatling the rigour of the Laws z. tbere being nothing worſe 
than legal tyranny. In his Eicon Baſilike, c. 27, And truly, had all 
the Laws formerly enaQted and now in force againtt Nonconformiſts, 
been now put in execution againſt the Presbyterians, 1 doubt not, but: 
we ſhould often hear of Opprefion and Tyranical Government, from theſe 
very creatures, who now fo vehemently preſs the execution of the 
Laws: fo that welee, it is altogether impollible for avy King to ſatis- 
fie ſuch unſatiable Republicans, unleſs he unkings himſelf and become 
a ſhave tothe worſt of Subjets. | 

And yet notwithſtanding, all theſe Anarchicsl contrivances of the 
Puritans.chey are tolerated, they are countenanced, yea, ſeconded by: 
perſons,” who by their places, by their. oaths, and by their allegiance: 
arc obliged to maintain with the hazard of their lives-the prerogatives 
of the Crewnz. and liberties of the Church of England. Nay. if _ 

ieve 
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lieze the Presbyterians themſelves, they have the chicleſt part.of the 
great City of Loydon to joyn With them in their great"and unſearch» 
able detigns, Yet fo incredible a ſtory it is, that the Londoners, after 
their unſpeakable lofſts by the late Presbyterian Rebellion, ſhould now 
countenance, much leſs promote the like Infurreion, whereby who. 
fozver wias, they are ſure to+be loſers z 'that'l admire if anyman of 
fenſe can give credit to fo unlikely a buſmeſs. Is it-palhible, thar-this 
famous Metropolitan' City ſhouid be infenſible of all the indignities and 
loffes they ſultzined by theſe diſloyal Geſpellers? or forget what valt 
fams of money were daily ſqueez'd out of their purſes, withopt any 
hop:s of payment? Huw many thouſands of their Children and Ap- 
prentices-were preſſed for Soldiers, and forced to fight againſt thoſe 
very perſons, to whom they ow'd' their being and education ? 'How 
c:n they digeſt to remember their Lord Mayor violently depoſed, their 
Aldermen and chiefcit Citizens barbironſly impriſoned by theſe helliſh 
Incendiarie:, without any colour of Juſtice ? And, in brief, cin any 
length of time wear out of their memories the inhumane Butcheries 
committed upon their unarmed Apprentices in Eafter, 1649. when 
the Arch-Tyzrant Cromwel himſelf cried to the Soldiers, to kill man, 
woman, and child, and fire the City about their ears ? Sze the Hiſtory of 
Independency, Part 1. page 49 and 68. and Part 2. page 150. Theſe and 
many other indignities caſt upon this great and famous City, for im- 
prudently adhering to that Rebelliouws Fattion, are foltronz in my judg. 
merit, that I will ſooner believe them deltitate of all ſenſe and reaſon, 
than inclin'd now to proſtitute their Loyalty to fo treacherous a Party. 
*Tis a common ſaying, If a man deceives me once, it is bis fault, b»t if 
he deccives me again, it 1s my own. Wherefore fince the Londoners, by 
the Prerbyterizans (p:cious pretences, and promiſes of R-formation, 
have been once deluded to fide with thoſe ſanGified Brethren, and have 
by woful experience found they weredeceived 3 it they ſk-nld again 
upon the ſame grounds engage themſelves into the Itke troubles, (ſurely 
neither friead nor foe would pity their ſufferings, neither God nor 

man would pardon their treacheries. X 
Reformation \indeed both in Church and State is fo conſiderable a 
Treaſure to:the Weal pablick, that he muſt be reputed a ſworn Enemy 
to God and his Conntrey that would in the leaft oppoſe it 5 yet to en- 
deavour ro introduce it by violent and tumultuous means, or ,with- 
out the joynt and frce concurrence both of Prince and People, is a re- 
medy fax worſe than the diſeaſe, which will produce nothing but 
Anarchy and/Irreligion. Foreven aspeople talk, that it's eafie for Con» 
jnrers toraile the Devil, but to lay or conjure him away, is very hard 
and 
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and difficult 3. ſo, it is very feaſible tor faltions fellows to create trou 
bles ang diſtuzxbances in, a Kingdom, but to allay the Tempeſt, and 
bridg things again-to a firm. ſettlement, hoc op#s, hic labor eft. "The 
reaſonis, becauſe when a body'politick is once in ſuch a vioknt com- 
motion, it is impoſſible for-people to ſtand or reſt where they deligned, 
the throng will undoubtedly carry them beyond th:ir aim, and at. 
laſt make themeicher a& againſt their conſciences, or | aa againſt 
their wills. , This wefind true by experience in our late Tregieal con- 
fuſion, when 1 am confident a great many of. thoſe, who. voted 
for. railing}' an. Army (againſt their. Sovereign far. ta. pramote 
their prctcoded Reformation cither in Church or State, ngver detigned 
to Sacritice his Sacred perſon for not conſenting to their demand. Yet 
they were ſo over-acted by a prevailing party, that even as they did 
not-alliſt his Majeſty when they could, ſo when they would., it 
was. not in their power to help him, according to that ancient 
Gyiog ; | Pi | ps 


He that will not , whew be may; 
When he will , be ſhall have _nay- 


.. And yet aftcr all theſe diſmal combyſtions, which made England the 
Theatre of the, Worlds, wonder, fo far were the- three Natiqns from 
their promiſed-and expeFed Reformation, that they grew daily worſe 
and worle, and fell at laſt into all kind of Libertiniſm and Prophaneneſ;. 
Their pretended. Reformers have indecd madea thorow, Reformation in 
the peoples purſes, but neyer endeavour'd to procure it either in. Church 
or Commanwealtb, but rather Crucificd both with St. Peters Crycitixi- 
on:the heels upwards and the head downwards,., For.as for. the one, 
tho* in ſome ſort they.caſt owt-the' unclean Spirit of Popery, yet they 
brought in not ſeven (as the Goſpe] (peaketh Matth. 12, 45.) but rather 
Seventy other unclean Spirits, more. wicked than the former, So that 
this Tfland was a Pantheon, a. Temple fox all Gads apd;Reli ions. 
And the other they brought to that paſs,, that in, 4pril 1649. or the 
unparalel]'d'Murder of their Sovereign, people, openly, faid,: We never 
ſuffer'd the tbouſandt bpart of the oppreſions, we now groan under. And 
ſurely,” they could not chooſe, having now inſtead of one pretended, fo 
.many real Tyrants, who like the 30. Tyrants of Athens infolently domi- 
necr'd' over the oppreffed people, and Arbitrarily govern'd.the, whole 
Kingdem, Of whom we may truly ſay with the Azbor of the Hiftary of 
[adependency, part -1-P. 140-. Theſe are they, that with, Hanapiah bresk 
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e #1 from a little Ship-money paidthbrice in au Age, and impoſe as much 
pots for 8 Monthly Tax : quit w of the Monopoliss of bam ar ſet up 
Exciſe on Bread ond Beer, The firſt eaſeth"the Wanton Rich man, and tbe 
later grindeth'the needy bud poor, Yet theſe are, thy Gods, 'G London ; 
theſe are the 1dol-Catver the people bave ſet up and do worlkip : Theſe be 
the Molecs to'whom ye Sgerifice Sons and Servants by Troops, Regiments 
ond Armies, to maint aine theiy Soveraignty, Rebellion and Profit, 
Having therefore this' woful experience of the diſmal conſequences 
Mmevitably enſaing a violent Reformation, can any man be (o (coſcle(s 
as toÞclieve thit the'now Loyal as well 3s Prudent Citizens of London 
would 'fide with theſe' counterfeit Religionaries, in embroiling the 
Kingdom agzim infuch inteſtine troubles, «s have fo- latcly colt them 
their reputation ; their 1ives, their liberties and-eſtates ? If formerly 
they, or their predeceſſors rather;have been ſo imprudent as to be 
gulte# by the plauftble pretencts and- promiſes of the - Presbyteri. 
ans , F hope now they have acquired ſome Wit by their paſt ca» 
lamitics, : 
Yet in one thing, T muſt confeſs, T canno{ well excuſe them from 
the cenſures of many judicious men, who admire what may be their 
reaſon to ſafitr ſo many mutineers and ſeditious fellows publickly to 
vent among them their pernicious and peſtilent Scriblings, which en- 
Hatne the'Short-ſighted vulgar againſt the' Governments both Spiritual 
and Temporal, to the unſpeakable reproach of the whole City, and 
imminent danger of the three Kingdoms. 
It 'wis wiſely obſerved by that ancient Author Arzobime, adverl; 
Gentes; c #, Whoſoever ſufſtr; ſmuers to fin; «ddeth ſtrength totheir bold- 
eſs.” And Senccn; In Trozdeat 2. Oni nn vetat peccare, cum poſit ju- 
bet, And bifore them no 1eſfsjadiciouſlydelivercd by the great States. 
man Citers, who orat. in Piſonem faith :"'Ft is yet much different, eſpeci. 
elly in u' Conſul or Magiſtrate, whetber he vexeth the Commonwealth bim»> 
ſelf by pernicious Laws and tumultuous Speeches, or ſuffers others to do it, 
"What thalf'we fay then of theſe Magifrates, whole | duty and. office it 
15sto exarhirie ſuchenatters, ' and who daily hedr-2nd ſe-the peftilent 
fariblinps'of the Preibyterians, poyſoning the” blind rabble with their 
Seditiow Libel!s and Partphiets.('vety ominous indeed fo this K 3. 57 
ifwe remertiber 4 t.'): yet doſeldom or never enquire after thoſe facti- 
k-onrmrn Suar'feem rather in: a4peat proportion, eiddier through 
fea briove. 45/6 terimece their nſolency, which is- already come 0 
' that heghr; MhjztitiSaktogether intolerable? for tho? the difſembling 
; tr; preteen tow FE ate the” Popiſts, yet infengbly<they-fall 

from-thentetd1aU agate bur BiÞbp7 andlcarned Clergy, not without 
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operi hints and 'refle@&iops upon 2: PP Majeſties Perſon and Go- 
yernment. - \Thelt writing againſt the Papifts is onely to colour. their 
curſed defigns, and iff they- can but filt our ſenſes with the horrour 
of the Popiſh Plot, and daily bring us new alarms of the Papifts trea- 
cheries againſt us, and thereby' make us wholly intentive and bent 
againſt that Party, thetr work is done, They arcſure to carry on their 
owndeligns with ſuch dexterity and fmoothneſs in ſo fair an opportu. 
nity, that infenlibly they may (urpriſe and deſtroy us. I think there- 
fore in my conſcience, it is our intereſt wow fo to beware of the plot- 
ting Papiſt:, that yet we may have a vigilant cye over the treacherous 
Presbyterians, and narrowly ſift and examine their proceedings and 
pretences, le(t at laſt we find a Sake in the grafs, as dangerous as that 
of the Rump-Parliament, whoſe ſteps. our modern Freebyterians (cer 
exattly to follow, | . 
Let not the name of Protefauts, or reformed Chriſtians, nor yet the 
ſmalneſs of our differences in Religion, promiſe us any ſecurity from 
theſe unſociable Goſpellers, fince we have (o latehflcen, how the holy 
Brethren had no ſooner overthrown the common Enemy, the Church of 
England, but they preſently fell by the cars among themletves, one 
Fadiion endeavouring to ſuppreſs and deliroy the other, $0 that what 
the Lord threatned to inflict upon the Egyptians, the ſame he cxacQly 
fulfilled in theſe pretended Reformiſts, 1: will ſet the Egyptians againft 
the Egyptians, andthey (hall fight every one againſt bis brother, and every 
one ag 4inſt his neighbour, City againſt City, and Kingdom againſt Kingdom, 
1jo. 19.2. Butif the Dependem Prerbyterians. Were $0 eager againſt 
the Independents, whono lels than the former Mood{for thaYPrerbyterian 
Diſcipline, and differed from them onely in ſore ſmall Formalities of 
Church-Gowvernment, is it poſſible they ſhould be faithful co the Church 
of England, whoſe Communiomthey openly cenſure as Popiſh and An- 
ticbriſtian * Do nqt we ſee even.in theſcipreſcat times,: when we have 
the Soyercign. Authority, and all the Laws of the. Land agataſt: them, 
with what ftratagems nevertheleſs they-liop the'mbuths of his Majeſties 
Loyal and Orthodox SubjeQts ? They know, nothing catt be'more odt- 
ous to: Proteſtants thinPopery and Popiſh Superſtitions ; nor.to a Free- 
boty' Engliſh. Subj4; than Tyvannical and Arbitrary Government; and 
whoſoeyer: is! found: endeavouring to introduce either of theſe'tws 
Menſiervinto this Kingdom, he muſt undoubtedly be reputed a-ſworn 
eremy'to the People. of: Exglaxd,:. Wherefore becauſe. theſe Prryitans 
chickeftaim and defign is,” to cruſh both Mowarchy and Epiſcopacy undet 
the Cloak; of 'Precbytery:;' this-plauſible pretence they uſe with ſuch 
wonderful dexterity , ' as'@ '$wo-edged Sword againſt all _ 
f v 2 adver- 
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zdverfariesand'oppoſers,! For if any has the courage toſpeak in defence 
of his Majeſty, or his preſent Government, he is inmiedlatecly cried down 
as one tilaffected to the Liberties of the Engliſh Nation'z nay, as an 1n- 
troducer of Tyrannical and Arbitrary Government ;, arid then, God be 
merciful to his Sou], for nothing but his dowafall muſt ſatisfie theſe 
bloody Cznibals. And likewiſe whoſoever preſumes to ſpeak for the 
Church of England, or ſtand in her defence: againſt the Schiſmatical Se- 
Geries, he ispreſently cri!d down, for a Papiſt, of at leaſt Popiſhly in- 
clin'd,-and ſocxpelcd to the fury of the blinded Rabble, like thoſe in- 
nocent Chriſtians, expoled:by the Tyrant Nero to the fury of his Dogs, 
ia the skins of Bears and other ſavage Beaſts; though it is evident 
toall the world, no Party can be apter to introduce Papifts and Po- 
26h if-they hod. it for their . advantage, than the Presbyterians them - 
clves.. ; FI 
. Wegannot ſurely forget how carneſtly the Scottiſh Presbyterians, 
and particularly the Lord Lowdon, and others of the chick Confede- 
rates of that Kingdom, in the year 1639, courted the French King to 
favour their. proceedings, and grant them his aſſiſtance againſt their 
Hatwral-Sovereggn. We know what ſway Cardinal Kichliew, the French 
Kings great Miniſter of: State, bore among theſe holy Geſpellers, (who 
yet pxctended to fight for Religion ) ſending his own Chaplain and a 
number of his chietcſt Jeſuits into Scetlaud, to foment the differences; 
and exaſperate the Rebel there, See Bakers Chron. page 489. 

How then do we know, but they are ſwayed by the ſame FaRtion 
even at this preſent time, :and cndeavouring to-open the Sluces for 
Popery, thqugh they cry Whore. firſt-againſt the Chureb of England ? 
Certain it is, the French King has now alſo mary aQive Emiſſaries to 
promote his-deligns, and we. may cafily gueſs, it is not the leaſt 
of his: thoughts to inflame this Kingdom. into a total combuſtion 3. nei- 
ther can. he excogitate fitter inſtruments for his :purpole than thoſe 
fiery ſpirits, who arc, as it were, born to. embreil} Kingdoms, and, like 
Ilhmael, to bave theirband againſt every man, and every mans band againſt 
them, Gen, 16-12 $3 vi coltioy 

But they-arc ; the moſt inveterate againſt the. Frexch King and his 
intereſt, how tÞ. » can they- be inclin'd to promote” his deſigns ? They 
are indeed. inpeterate againſt him in: ſome particulars, but” in . others 
they joyntly..concur.z. both Parties. are agreed to'' divide'and inflame 
this Kingdom;and thereby ſacrifice it,'the one to his Tyramy, *antd' the 
| other.to his, Anarchicel Democracy. . And this was the reaſon why the 
Preabyterians,.ig their late grand. Rebellion, ſo much courted the 
French to. their . alkiſiance againſt King Charles the firſt, The truth 


is, 
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is, they are (0 eagerly bent upon the abeliſhing of Monarchical Governe 
menthere, that to.accompliſh their delires, they would not ſcruple to 
ſay with that.curſed Sorcereſs, 


Flefiere fi nequeo ſuperos, Acheronta movebo. - 


: Monarchy is ating that continually galls them, and the onely joke 
(belides Epiſcopecy and Gods Commandments ) they think \inlupportable 
and inconfiftent with their Chriſtian, or rather Antichriſtian. Liberty. 
To be rid therefore of this bondage, we need not doubt, they will leave . 
no ſtone unremoved, no villany unattempted, Yc<t becauſe this great 
Work, can hardly ever be accompliſhed, except firſt the very foundation 
of the preſent Government be vigorouſly thaken, and the whole frame 
put out ofjoypt, by making this Kingdomof an Hereditary to become 
an EleGive Monarchy, they uſe all potſible arts and artifices to exclude 
the right Heir tothe Crown, and raiſe a King of their own making, who 
has no better Title to the Sovereignty than the meaneſt of themſelves, 
to the end that by what Power they ſhould create him, they might 
alſo annibilate him at their pleaſure, and thereby banilh all Monarchical 
Government (and Epiſcopacy they are ſure muſt conſequently vaniſh) out 
of this Ian for ever. 

For.the Perſon they now pretend fo much to idolize, they know is 
neither of parts ſxſſicient to countermine their contrivances. nor of zu> 
tereſt able to oppoſe their commands, whenſoever they would be plea- 
ſed to call hity to an account, with a Redde rationcm villications tus, 
and cauſe him (as formerly they did to Ri:hard Cromwel) tocome cap 
ix band to-his Maſters, and acknowledge their Sovereignty 3 in the in- 


'terim, hz muſt be reputed the onely Demi.god of the Fanatical Repub- 


litans, who, in Abſslom's language, whiſpering in the Peoples cars, de- 
lude the ſhort lighted Vulgar with a parturiunt moutes of thole goldew 
days they promiſe them are near at hand, 


Poſtquam, Saturno tenebroſa in tartara miſſo, 
Sub Jove munde erit. 
Vivat at ad multos Carolus Philadelphins annor. 


Yet again theſe and ſuch othes Serpentine ſuggeſtions, 1 think it is 
a ſufficient Antidote for any.man of common ſenſe, to call to-mind what 
a deluge of miſeries have lince the Conqueſt hapned in this Iſlapd, by the 
meays of ſome ambitious and eſpiring Spirits, Surely it is a ſufficient 
caution ton alt prudent mea to conlider, what.an - inundation. of En wiſe 
| * blead. 
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blood, what crnel Maſſacres of innocent Aubjets followed the Tyrannical 
Uſurpation of Kieg Henry IV, though grounded' on his Predeceſſors Ke+ 


ſignation, and confirmed by AG of Parliament, as'the Letarried 'Biſhopot- 
Carliſle judiciouſly forctold, and as magnanimouſly endeavoured to 


prevent. And to come to matters af later date, and rio leſs to our 
purpoſe, certainly the diſmal combuſtions occaſioned in Scotlaud by the 
wicked Exrl of Mxrray #lone, (hould' be' warning enoughtfor all en- 
ſuing Ages ; this man, though but'Baft2rd- Soy to Ring-Fames'V. 
yet alledped his Mother was martie# co the King, and thereby: pre. 
tended a Title to the Crown, which to ſnatch from Queen Mary of 
Scotland's Read, firſt opened a ſluce tothe Geneveſian Incendiaries, who 
upon a ſudden ſo infefted the People with Pwritaniſm, and- conſe. 
quently with thefſpirit of Anarchy and 'diſsbedrence, * that they could 
never fince be fully reduced to a due temper of Reformatirn, or ' tirm 
Loyalty; and then he raiſed almoſt the whole Kingdom in opens Rebel- 
lion againſt their Sovereign, though at laſt, through the jult judgment 
of God, to his ownrumeand deſtruttion. 

Shall we therefore bz {o imprudent,as to comme or approve of the like 
[a4 now, contrary to his Mneſties exprefs will, contrary to'the 
afety both of himſelf and alt his Subjefr, and .withall contrary to' all 
Law: both Humane and Divine? Shall we foriake the true Temple of 
God, and go worſhip the Goldert Calf of Feroboam? exclude the Right 
Heir' to the Crown, and ſet up an Tadvl, choſen by Fanaticks, not for 
any love to his Perſon, nor his Policy or Prudence-in State. affairs, nor 
yet for his Zeal for Religion; butmicerly to make a Tool of him to drive 
on their owa' myſterious defigns, and thereby undo both him{clf and'the 
whole Nation before he is aware of their contrivances $4 -to-which pur- 
poſe, the bypocritical Zealots do fo applaud and extoll him daily, as if 
he had been the ſpring of all our h1fpineſs,.( God ſend the Puritans make 
him not the contrary, to his owx/and otber#ruine) and the onely hopes 

of the three Kingdoms, wn ans atk: is; F*c3 W 
But of his R. H. they give ſuch ſtrange and monſtrous repreſents- 
1101s, that it is unconceivable to any, not acquainted withithe Presby- 
terians, what the malice of man can do : Nothing but Queen Mary's 
days, nothing but Fire and Faggoer mutt ferve their» tutn,: to frighten 
the poor people out of their little wits, and make them believe they 
are alteady at the Stake in Smithfield. Arid to what-purpoſe is aM- this? 
Why, they know his R. His of that profound Wildom, and Heroick 
Spirit, that it is impoſſible foc them to ont-reach or oxt-wit hit in any 
of their Antimonarchical untertkings, nor yet impoſe upon his Secred 
Mijefty, - while his R.'H.' is ncar at hand'to diſhpate the ——— 
—_ counſels 
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Councels of ſuch Abitephels, And -M they perceive there is no 
aſperſion more odious among Proteftants, nor more difficult to be wi- 
ped off, than the imputation of Popery ; this charge the Fanatichky 
moſt eagerly prefs againſt his R, H, purpoſely to bring him into an 
Odium with the people; nay, they m uſt have it for granted, and he 
cannot be half reformed that will deny it, tho* grounded upon the molt 
filly and moſt groundlels ſuſpicions imaginable, withqut any colour or 
appearance of prooff , beſides the Preybyterians durbs ipe, t 
Becauſe hisR.#L. to maintainhis priviledg and prerogative above or- 
dinarySubjeQs,refuſed to take the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy,as 
being never intended to betendred to any of the Koyal Family, whoſe 
birth is a greater tie of their fidelity to the Crown, than avy Oath 
the wit of man can invent, he multi preſently be reputed a Papift, and 
thereby expoſed to the malice and hatred of the mobile. But donot the 
Pretbyterians alſo rejet thele Oaths ? how then can it be an argument 
of Popery in the D. to refuſe them? Can it be reputed Popery in the 
one, and Puritaniſm in the other ? Orif the Papiſts and Puritans have 
two diftin& reafons to refuſe theſe Oaths, why might not his R. H, have 
a third motive, diſtin& from both, to reje& them ? - 

Oh ! but he does not Communicate with the Chnrch of England. And 
no more do the Presbyterianr, Muſt we therefore conclude they arc 
| Papiſti too ? We muſt indeed conclude they are infeted' with the very 

dregs of Popery, as Treaſon, Rebellion, and Kingkiling principles. And 

T am confident, the chiefeſt reaſon why they are fo inveterate againſt 
the Papiſts, is not for any diverſity of Religion, but rather becauſe two 
of a Trade cannot agree, Figrlus odit fignlum , and fo very often one 
Traytor hates another. | bs | 
As for his R, H. tho” of late he communicates not with the Church 
of England, yet we cannot find that ever he communicated with the 
Church of Romecither in Dofirine or Sacraments. Upon what grounds 
then can we conclude him a Papift ? And fince Chriftianity commands 
us tothink the beſt we can of all perſons, and that it is undeniably 
better.to communicate with no Church at all, than with one confef« 
{edly erroneous 'becaufe the one is but to omit what is good, .bur''the 
other is poſitively tocommit what is evil; the one is againſt an afhrs 
mative precept, which doth not bind us for all times and ſeaſons; -the 
other againſt a negative which doth always oblige : Is it not more 
Charitablein ns, to think his R, H. Communicates with no Charch at 
all, thanraſhly athrm , without any grounds, he Communicates with 
the ChyrcY of Rome 2 Eſpecially; ſince it cannot be denyed;: but 'thar 
a man may for 4'timeſulpend his Communion as to the Sacraments, and 
outs 
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outward Ceremonies fromall viuible Churches, and yet be atrue Chriſtian 
{ti!l*- Shall, we be ſo mad as to imitate the profane Puritans, who ſpare 
neither the prexogatives of -God,, nor of Gods: vicegerent bur arro- 
gantly preſume to dive into peoples hearts (which are ſubje& only to 
the divine omniſcience) and without any appeal totheir actio ns, pre- 
tend to know their molt inward ſecrets ? 

Let us rather endeavour to dive into the Presbyterians myſtery: of in- 
iquity, and by their outward ations we may eaſily guels their inward 
deligns. ' Ex operibus. eorum cognoſcetis eos, There you ſhall plainly 
find, it is neither for any Zeal tar the Proteſtant Religion, nor for any 
good they-wiſh the Church of Evgland, they charge .his-R. H. with 
Popery, or uſe ſuch Virulent inveRives againſt him, but meerly out of 
thcjr boundlel(s malice and antipathy againlt Mynarchical . Government, 
Andin-proof hereof, 1 durſt venture my life, had the matter been 
wholly left to the Presbyterians choice, they would rather. wiſh his 
R. H: (hould openly proteſs the Romiſh Religion, than now. declare 
himſelfcobe, or rather (till to have been of the Church of England: the 
former they know might be a ſpecious Cloakfor their Kxavery, but the 
latter, would deprive them of their moſt plautible pretences. Beſides, 
they canaot deny, but that his Majeſty is as likely to ſurvive his R. H. 
as otherwiſe : if therefore their detign had been only. to (ecure the 
Proteſtant ' Religion, as they pretend, to what purpoſe, ſhould they (had 
the D. been rcally a Papiſt} ſo much exclaim againſt a Popiſh Succeſſor 
who is likely cither not at all, or at leafi not long to ſurvive his Sacred 
Mojeſty; and.conſequently, is not like tv be able, tho* he were wil- 
livg> in ſoſhort a time to ſuppreſs a Religion (to ſpeak nothing of 
Gods providence) ſo unanimouſly profeſſed, and fo firmly cltabliſhed 
by Law ? 

-Their.reafon without doubt is, becauſe they find themſelves altoge- 
ther unable to oppoſe his Majeſties Prerogative and Soveraign Authority, 
Joyacd with the great Condadt and Reſolution of his R. H. and there- 
fore obſerving that Machiavilian Maxim of the Jeſnits, Divide & im- 
pers, what joyntly they cannot overthrow, they labour ſeverally to-un+ 
dermine. To this end they uſe all polfible devices to poſieſs his Mijeſty 
with jealoufics and (inifter apprehenſions, thereby toalicnate his affct- 
jons from his only Brother,contrary to the tics not only of Nature,but 
alſo of common Gratitude to a perſon of his merits and {ervices both at 
 homeand abrozd 3 .and whom God has joyned together theſe Republi- 

cans labour to put aſunder. | | =o 
_ - Howfatal this Stratagem proved in King Edward the 6*s days to 


the great D, of Somerſet and his brother the L, Admiral,our Hiſtorians 
35 can 
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can ufficiently teſtifie, Theſe two, while united amongſt themſelves, 
like a triple Cord, were (o ſtrorig, and ſeemed fo formidable to their 
adverſaries, that it was concluded nothing but their ſeparation could 
put a period to their ſo much envyed greatneſs. Their enemies there- 
fore by ſtrange artitices prevailed at laſt with the Prote&or, who du- 
ring the Kings minority had the chief management of affairs, to ſub- 
ſcribe to his pra execution, but thereby condemned his own head 
to the Block, as ſoon after he found too true by woful experience For 
being thus left alone, he was preſcntly expoſed to the implacable ma- 
liceofhis bloud thirſty adverſaries, and not having now his brother to 
eſpouſe his quarrel, he was at laſt ſacrificed to their fury, 4 mwarrant 
(faith Baker, ſpeaking of the Admiral's untimely death) was. figned un- 
der the band of bis brother the 'Protetor, to cut off bis brothers bead. 
Whereby (at it proved) he did as much as if he had laid dowa hisown 
head to the Block : for whillt theſe brothers lived and held together, 
they were as a ſtrong Fortreſs one to the other 3 the AdmirePs Cou- 
rage ſupporting the Protefor's Authority, and the Protedor's Autho- 
rity maintaining the Admiral's Stoutneſs 3 but: the ' Admiral once 
gone, the Protcfor's Authority, as wanting ſupport, began to totter, 
and fell atlaft to utter ruine. Beſides, there was at this time, among 
the Nubility, a kind of FaQtion 3 Proteflanzs, who favoured” the Pro- 
teFor for his ownſake 3 andother of the Papal inclinstion, who favou- 
red him for his brothers ſake : but his brother being gone, both fides 
forſook him, even his own fide as thinking they could expe lirtle 
athiſtance from him, who gave no more aſlittance to his own brother, 
Hitherto Baker, page 307. © 

And we may be ſure, this Stratagem proving then fo ſucceſsful, 
cannot-but animate our Machiavels now to uſe the like contrivance, 
to carry on their helliſh defigns againſt our King and Kingdom. * They 
have often declared of late years in their Clubs and grand Cabals,' that: 
if they could but once be rid of his R. H. they might make what they 
pleaſed of his Sacred Majeſty : And truly, in my opinion, they had rea-' 
ſon to expe& no leſs : for ſurely, no man can be ſo blind, as not to 


* ſee, that if the King ſhould at any time give way. to the Prerbyterians 


unlimited malice againſt the D. and particularly to the Spirit of re- 
venge which now agitateth their chicfeſt Demagogzes, not one of all 
his friends but would immediatly deſert him, — their own preſer- 
vation leave him to the mercileſs mercy of the Antimonatchical Kepwbli- 
cans 3 as formerly it happen'd to the D, of Somerſet, 


$i licet exemplis parvis in grandibws uti. 
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The xeaſon is, becauſe they could w} in pruderice expe any ſafes 
ty of ſecurity from him, who (to ſatisfic an unſatiable Faftion, which 
3s' King James ſaid, no favour or obligation can win) would not ſecure 
ſo and (o deſerving a brother againſt ſo apparent a malice, which 
plainly tends to the utter ſubverſion ofall Governmenr both Spiritugl 
and Temporal, . 
To this our Abitophels will anſwer, *That as for their part they 
© never conſpired againſt his R. H.'s life, neither did they aime at any 
© thing el(c, . but the preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion, and the 
& Property and Liberty of the SubjeR 3 and to this end tho? they endea- 
*voured to diſinkeit his R. H. yet they never defigned to take away 
his life. "Yet this is but crambe recods, and the old Canting of 41. and 
Withal it is the Spirit of Popery under the Cloak of Presbytery, Firſt, it 
is well known that by thele very pretences the Godly Guſpelers ſeduced 
the ignorant people from their Allegiance to the Father, as now they 
endeavour. to incenſe them againſt the Son. It is the uſual policy of 
theſe Maebiavels (likc him who often, transforms himſclif intoan Angel 
of light, 2 Cer-.1 1. 14.) to make fair beginnings, but very foul endings. 
Their (pecious pretences are like the Gnging of Syrens, lulling the un» 
wary intoſuch a.fleep, that he is not able to eſcape the ſnarcs of their 
malice. : Secondly, this artifce cxa@ly reſembles that cunning diftin- 
Qion of ſome P apiftr, who lay. that the Pope may Authorize Subje&s 
to depoſe, but never to kill or murder their Soveraigs 3 whereas it is 
wmanife; that whoſoever can juſtly depoſe, he may lawfully put to 
death any Fraxce whatſocher.; and what cauſe ſoever grounds the one, 
muſt of neceſſity juſtifie the other. Nay, a Prince is no ſooner difin- 
heited or depoſed, but he is ipſo fativ alloted for a Sacrifice tor his ene- 
ries. Private perſons may; but ic is impoſſible for Princes to ſurvive 
their Dignity. K..Richord'the 24 havingfo freely refigned his Crows 
made (a5 he thought) firm conditions with H, the 4+ peaceably to 
lead 2 private life; yet this could not in the leaft ſecure him, or pre. 
vepthis Tragrcal execution. ; The like happen'd to. Edward the 24. 
Henry the 6/5 and-many:others ; nay, to ſee a Prince ( if compos mentis) 
indalety after his difnhexifon or depoktition, is ; 


Rara avis in berris, wigrogs. fimillims Cygno. 
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But fappoſe *the:P. might ſurvive his difinheriſon., upon what: 
grounds ſhould he thus. forfeit. His Digaity, or be deprived of his 
Birth-right ? Is it, becauſe he is a Non-Conformiſt ? If ſo, then let all 


Paritans, who undoubicdly are. Non"Conformufts and GA” Se- 
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aries; firſt be expelled ont of their Lands and Livings, out of their 
places and employments, that ſo there may be ſome grounds to pro» 
ceedagainft the D. Ay, but he is ſuppoſed a Pepiſt, and conſequently 
cannot be a good K, for Proteſtant SubjeAs, Why then, at leaſt let all 
ſuppoſed Popift: hrkt forfeit their eltates, and then we may once more 
firive for the Biſ-ops Lands, and ſend them to the Pope for a penſion. 
Beſides, if the Papifts whether ſuppoſed or real be thus dealt withal, 
why ſhould not the ſame meaſure be meted to other Sefaries alfo, as 
to Duakers, Browniſts, Anabaptiſts, who are no leſs erroneous in their 
Dodrine, nay, and to the Presbytcriaxs too, who are no els wicked 
in their practices, than the Popiſts themſelves. And ſurely we have at- 
ready found by experience, that it is far more impoſſible for Presbyte= 
rians to make good Subjetts for any Monarch whatſoever, than for a 
Popiſt to make a good K, for Proteſtant Subjes. If therefore the D. 
(who is only ſuppoſed, but never proved a Pepift ) ſhould forfeit his 
right , becauſe of the repugnancy of Popery to the Proteſtant Religion ; 
let the Puritans (whoare known Schiſmzticks and rebels to the Chxrob) 
firſt be deprived of all their Livings and Employments, becaufe of the 
undoubted Aztipatby of Presbytery, as well to true Religion, as to Mo- 
nerchical Government, Is it not madneſs in the highelt degree, that 
known Setaries ſhould be tolerated, and the ſuſpeted only be cenſus 
red or condemned ? that the ſon cf our late Soveraign, who dyed 2 
Martyr for our Church, thould be threatened to. looſe his right; and 
and the-worthy Sons of his bloudy Butchers be left in quiet poſethror- of 
thoſe Lands, which their Fathers VillaniesMd their own Wickedneſ 


made them unworthy to enjoy ? Shall we be again deluded by their fpe=- 


cious pretences, tomake the Crown a Foot-ball for Repablicans? Bs 
this our Oath to maintain the prerogatives of the Crown with: the 
hazard of our lives, to Jeave it thus to the enemiesof Monarchy to be+ 
ſtow it on whom they pleaſe? If we look unto former 2ges, we (hall 
find that the Succeſhon was then held fo Sacred and inviolable, that it 
was counted acrime of the firſt m3gnitude for Subjes. to meddle in 
{uch weighty matters, | 

That glorious Princeſs Q_Eliz. tho! a Woman, yet never heard 
the Succethon debated, even again(t a profeſſed Papiſt,cither in or out of 
Parliament, but the ators muſt preſently pack .to priſon to conſidet 
and amend their Folly : For (as Cambaen ſaith in her Life, p.7 3.) cer- 
tainly. ſhe never beard any thing more unwillingly, than that the 1itle of 
Sxcerfſion ſhould be called into queſtion. And therefore in the 8. year ofhet 
Reign, ſhe ſent Mr, Thoryton Reader of Law in Lizcolns-Inn ro the 
Tower,becauſe in hisReading he called the ©.of Scots title in queſtion;Cans 
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page 86, And it was alledged by the Earl of Leicefters as a great crime 
againſt the Lord Keeper Bacon, that be bad imtermeddled againſt the O, of 
Scots in the matter of Succeſſion, and was privy #08 Book, wherein ales 
went about to derive the title of the Crown off England, in caſe the ©, 
foould die without Iſſue, to the houſe of Suffolk. Whereupon Halcs was 
commited tothe Tower > But Bacon (tboxgh be denyed it ) was by much 8- 
doe reftored to favour, Cambden page 73. And likewiſe in a Parlia- 
ment held 35. Eliz. Mr. Wentworth, Six Henry Bromley and others 
of the Houſe of Commons, mouing, for entailing the ſucceſſion. of the 
Crown, theQ was ſo much incenſe againſt them, that Mr. ent worth 
was preſently ſent to the Tower, and the reſt to the Fleet. Tante molis 
erat deftydere Fura corone. 

And had this courſe been taken in theſe tim:s with ſome over-a&- 
ive Republicans, who out of their Antimonarchical Zeal endeavour to 
ſnatch the Crown from the right line, I doubt not, but in few days all 
theſe Storms-might be allayed,and things brought toa firm fetlement; 
for it is certain, the more they are tolerated, the more inlotent they 
will grow; and ifever they get the opportunity, they will no leſs bark 
againſt the Poſſeſſor, than the Scceſlor of the Crewn ; for in truth not- 
withſianding all hypocritical clamours of Religion, their main de- 
fign is to expel both Menerchy and Epiſcopacy out of this 1flxd for 
ever: 

The caſc therefore being ſuch, and the Prezbyterians ſpecious preten= 
ces proving at laſt ſo pernicious to our Church and State, have we not 

on to look about us, and timely beware of fuch dangerous creatures, 
who like F#das outwardly ſhew us a great deal. of kindneſs, but in their 
hearts contrive our ruine, and under the colour of ſecuring the Pro- 
teftant Religion, do !abour toſubvert our Laws and Government, and 
engage the three Nations in endleſs troubles ? Is it not our inte- 
relt, while we have the power in our-hands , diligently to exa- 
mine theſe ſpecious pretences, and if poffible dive Into the bottom 
of their defigns. remembring that pithy ſaying of the Roman Sage, 
Fiftula dulce canit, volucrem dum decipit anceps., Weſec how through 
our careleſſneſs they daily gain ground upon us, continually tamper- 
ing with thoſe of our Church, whoſe paffions they find ſuitable or ply- 
able to their pretences. Such as they find ignorantly Zealows, or in 
the leaſt offendedat any thing they miſunderſtand in our Ceremonies, 
by their Hypocrifie and ſeeming Sanity they are ſure to win them to 
their party, And thoſe they py to be of an ambitious and 
alpiring Spirit, they immecdiatly gain by rewards aand promiſes of 
$reat prelerments, KEN 
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But ſuch as they find popular and eminent above the reſt, or in a 
(ture to do their Comntrey ſervice, preſently they infinuate therſclv: s 
into their good liking,” and if poſhble, inſentibly tea) them to the's 
Puriten Faftion. And ſo ſucceſsful they have been in theſe cunning 
contrivances,. that it is not imaginable what number of Proſelites they 
have lately gained from our communion, Nay, theſe very Witneſſes, 
who happily. came into diſcover the berrid Plot of the Papiſts, are fo 
courted and carciſed by» the godly Brethren, that people make it a 
grand Dnere, whether theſe Diſeqverers be now more inclined to the 
Presbyerian intereſt, or to the good of the Church of England. As for 
my own part, I muſt conf:fs, this Problem has for above this half year 
paſt, often put me to a Non-pl1,and toa great confuſion of mind, not 
well knowing what to conclude in theſe diſtraced times: For when 
I think of theſe Witneſſe, diſcovering the curſed Popyſh Plot, I cannot 
but praiſe the Divine Providence, which always fruſtrates the helliſh 
deſigns of theſe ſors of Belisl againſt our Church and State. But when on 
' the other (ide I conſider, how the Presbyterians are, the molt intimat 
Privy-Cowncil of theſe ſame Diſeoverers, their greatci. ſiicklers, and 
chief, if not ſole Admirers and Adorers 3 and withall when I bear of 
their diſcovering the Iatroducers, not onely of Popery, bur alfo of. Ty» 
 Fonxical and Arbitrary Government, and that I kaow the Church of Eng- 
land, ( which, as the moſt Orthodox, fo is now the moſt Loyal Church 
upon Earth) or at leaſt all the Conrtiers,. and his Majeſties chief Favoute 
rites, may, io the Puritans Judgment, "as well be charged with the later 
branch, as the Papiſts have been proſecuted for the former ;, yea, are-in 
a great number already liſied by our boly Brethren, ſore as Penſioners, 
others plainly as introducers of Arbitrary Government, and of Popery ton : 
When I contider, I (ay, theſe ſtrange tranſaftions, F fiand amazed not 
knowing what to ſay in ſuch ſurprizing circumſtances. But, From Pref 
byterian contr ivances, and the reviving of 41,Good Lard deliver us. 
The chiefcſ ſhicld, under the Divine Providence, . and our Gracioxs 
Sovereigns, that proteted us in former times from the. infalency of 
thele ſeditions Seftaries, was the indefatigable diligence of our, Layal and 
Orthed/x Parliaments, which, fince the beginning of Queen Elizab:th's 
Reign, have by good and wholeſome Laws ſecured us from all our ad- 
verſgries, until the fatal Apeplexy of 41, when the Preibyterians, .by / 
their ſecret. contrivances, and deluding hypocrifie ,and pretence of Re- / 
ligion, gained ſo far upon the ignorant people, that few but. Pre:by/ 
terians were Elected Parliament-men, | But it that Election proved 
then ſo fatal to our King an$Conntrey, what (hall.we think of theſe 


prlcnt times?  Donot we. fee. how the Prezhbytirians arc the molt 
numes.. 
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-numerous and the ſtrongeſt Faftionnow'in England, far excecting in 
Men, Money, and Reſolution, not ontely their own worthy Progeny, 
the 'ate (prung-up Fanaticks, but alſo the Epiſcopal Proteſtantr: of this 
. -Iſtnld? Since therefore the Repreſentatives of the Commong of 'Exylend 
are Ele&ed'by the major vote of the People, how can we bur fuſpe& 
that the Prerbyterians, not withſtanding the oppolition of the Orthodox 
Party there, ſhall 'bear the ſway in the Hoxfe of Commons ?. 'What grea+ 
ter ſecurity then can we expe&t- from ſuch Members now, than from 
*rheir Predecefſors in 41 ? Can' thefe make (greater demonſtrations of 
theix integrity, or pretend more earneſtly. their: Zeal for the true Pro. 
reflunt Retigion, and their Loyalty to their Sovereign, than their Prede. 
eefſors have done > 1o not we remember how the Long- Parliament, 
in their Remonſtrance, May 19. 1641. thus ſpeak in their hypocritical 
26 7+, Hh ſervice; which we 'theſire t# perforen' 10 or Sovertign 
* 'Lordthe King, andto bis Chureh and: Beate," in proceeding jor the publick 
peace and proſperity of bis Mapeſty, and'all bis Realms; within the pre- 
fettce of the ſame ull-ſeermy Deity, we proteſt to bave been. audftill to be 
' the onely end of all our counſels and ondeavonrs, . wherzin we have reſotved 
. fo contenue freed and enlayged from all private aims, perſonal veſpels, or 
' paſſion whatſvever, Likewiſe-in theie Declaration; :Aug. 1, 1642. We 
the Lords and Commons ave veſolvsd #6 rxpoſe our lives: aud fortunes for 
, the defence and haintenante of the: tne" Religion, the Kixgs Perſon, He. 
wow) and Eſtate, And Fuly 12. Reſolved, Thatian: Armyſball be forthwinh 
raiſed for the ſafety of the King s Perſon, defence of buth Honſes of Parlia- 
ment, and thoſe who havt obey'd vheir Orders and: Commands, and pre- 
ſerving tbe true Religion, the Laws, Liberties, and Poace of the Kiig dom, 
. See theſe ahd rhany fach\ orher expreſſjons, related by: Mr. Fowlis in 
his Hifoty of the Plots and'Confpiracics of the prettuded holy Saints, 

"Circa med, | 824 GOALIE LENT 
What more ſolemn Proteſtstivrns than theſe could people deviſe, to 
demonſtrate their Integrity and-Loyalty:-? and yet what deſtrukive 
-defigns lay in Ambnſcado under theſe ſpecious. masks of Prerbytery, I 
think now the world can tell, What ſtrange ſiratagems and- cunning 
devices thy uſed, until they got the power- and ftrength of the Kings 
dom into their own hands? Then ending their Maſquerade, they 
openly ſhewed theniſelves, and, like blood-thirfty Hell- hoxndr, never 
reſted, until they ſacrificed their Natural Sovereign, and baniſhed his 
preſent Majeſty from his Crownand Dignity. And yet ſo curſedly im- 
-penitent were the Anarchical Rebels; "that even when the Secluded 
Members were reſtored by! the Ndble General Monck,, and abour the 
latter endl of February, 16435 met in their full Parliament; fofar they 
were 
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were form being touch'd with the leaſt remorſe of conſcience; that 
in. March following they approvedof thefe inhumane tranſi ions, and 
ordered, that no perſon thould be admitted for an Offcer in the Militia, 
till he proteſted as followeth, 1 ds acknowledge and declare, That the 
War undertaken by both Houſer of Parliament in thtir defence, againſt the 
Forees raiſed in the name of the late King, was juft and lawful, and that : 
Magiftracy and Miniſtry are the Ordnaxces of Grd. See Bakers Chronicle, 
page 716. Preibyterian Magiſtracy ' and Miniſtery forſooth muſt be the - 
Ordnances of God, and Monarebioal and Epiſcopsl Government the Ord- 
nances of Man. . 

And thus we ſee how miraculous- his- Majeſiies moſt happy Reftora- 
tion '1as been, when by the over-ruling Providerice of God, and the 
glorious endeawgurs of General Minch, he was, notwithlianding all 
his oppoſers, in the latter end of Mey following, ſetled in his Fathers 
Throne, to the unſpeakable joy of allthis Loyal SubjxRs, anid utter cone 
fufion of his Rebellious Enemies. KES 

But though the intoletableinfolence of the Presbyterians makes peos 
ple apprehend theſe fears and jealoufies of ſome of their Repreſenta- 
tives, yet wealways hope better things ofthe prudent -confulrations of 
that Loyal and Honourable Sexate, *Tis vevy ſurpriſing indeed, and [ 
amefraid no leſs ominous, that notorivus Kwmpers ſhnuld be the moſt 
carncft of the whole Kingdoms for the fitting of thg Parliament ; that 
Arch. Rebels and Regicidey, or at leaſt.cheir Sons and Heirs, ( of whom 
we may jultly ſay, Mali corvi malum ovum Y (hould be the greateſt pro- 
moters of Petitions-to his Majeſty! for that purpofe. For furely it can 
portend na good 40 the Proteſtant Religion, that Schiſmatical Seftaries, 
who. in former. times crept into-holes, not- daring ito appear- at the 
mecting of Parliatnents, ſhould tidw be fo-carneſt for their litting, 


Tempora mutantzr, nos & mntamr in ills. 


But, what may be the-reafon why the Prerbyterians do: now preſs: 
with ſuch vehemence the\fitting ot the Parliament, is indeed very hard: 
and myſterious to conceive, yet divers do diverſly guels and conjecture 
at it, as they arc diverſly inclined, for unng quiſq; judicat pront affetins 
et. Some think they have nootherreaſon, but thet being ſuch reſtleſs 
ſpirits, ad as it were naturallyencliried to breed and foment troubles,” 
they endeavour to be Ring- leaders in allturfultuous and editions pro- 
ceedings. - Others arc pertwad?d, that-chicir- great Engineers do appre+ 
hend the Parliament may: chance {ell outrheir wicked contrivances,' 
and fo reward'thety according totheir deſerts 3 and becaule they _ 

WY they: 


® 
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they are for the fitting of the Parliament, the tmore his Majefty has rea» 
ſon. to defer their meeting, knowing that from the Anarchical Preiby- 
terrans no good is to be expected 3 they endeavour to hinder the Parli- 
ements mecting by their clamorous Petitioning for their fitting; even 
as the King of Spain's Dughter, hearing her Father (wear he would do 
nothing that ſhe then begg'd at his hands, hindered the execution of 
the Archbiſhop of Toledo, by begging of his. Majeſty toput Itttn to death, 
But others are yet of opinion, their chiefeſi reaſou is, that they preſume 
the Parliament, or at lcaſt the houſe of Commoeny, will ftand for the Pres. 
byterian Goſpel, andagain endeauour to ere the Geneveſian Diſcipline 
in this Kingdom and if they have but the houſe of Commons of their 
ſtde, they doubt not, but by ſeditious Stratagems and continual cla. 
mours of theix property and liberty, the \igreat Diana of the Epbeſians, 
they may foxce the houle of Lords,, and at laft the King himſelf co ſub. 
(cribe to their demands. Dems omen avertat. a 

Yet ſuch is the aſſured confidence we always repoſe in the prudence 
and conduct of our Gracions Sovereign, and in the Religious Loya!ty 
of his moſt Honourable Houſe of Lords and Privy Council, that with 
the.help of the All-ſceing Providence of the Almighty, we (hall have a 
molt happy deliverance from a)] the contrivances of our enemies, whe- 
ther Pepiſts or Precbyterians. -We arc fully perſwaded, that as the No- 
ble Peers of this Reqgm —OY derive all their Power and 
Priviledges from the Royal Fountain 3 ſo now they wili not drain the 
Stream by forſaking the Source,. as formerly their Predecefſors have 
molt imprudently done, to their unſpeakable loſs and diſcredit; but 
will conſtantly adhere totheir Prince, and with their accuſtored mag. 
nanimity ſecond his Majeſty in proteQting and defending the Church of 
Ged, as by the fundamental Laws of the Lond he engageth himſelf to 
do, from all the incurſions of her adverſaries, 

It has been King Famer his Aphoriſm, and lately verified by woful 
Experience, No Biſhop No King ; and now I think we may add, No King 
No += Lords : -for by the obſervation of fo-many ages we hnd mot 
infallibly, how the intercſt of this humane Trinity is ſo inſeparable, that 
the one can never be preſerved without the ſafety and welfare of the 
reſt, - Streams may as well keep their courſe after the Spring or Foun- 
tainis dryed up, as the Lords Spiritual and Temporal can ſubfiſtt with- 
out the. Royal Fountain of their Sovereign: And an Eagle may as well 
fly without his Wings, as the. King of England can preſerve his Regal 
Authority, without his Lords as well Spiritzal as Temporal. This King- 
dom is like a Watch, the ſpring whereof is the Prince, the Lords Spiri- 
tal and Temporal the ballance, and the Commons are the —_—_— 

eels ; 
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Wheels ; the whole Frame is to be kept in due order, or elſe no re- 
gular motion is to be expeQed. We hope therefore, if peradventure 
thePresbyterians ſhould at any time bear the ſway in the houſe of Com- 
mons (which God in his goodneſs forbid) yet they ſhall never be able 
either to introduce Pregby tery, or again aboliſh Epiſcopal Government, 
whictt has been one of the chicfeft means of preſerving this Kingdom in 
its due temper and motion theſe many hundred years. Otherwiſe, I 
think, we ſhould inceſſantly pray, that no Parliament ſhould meet 
in our days. f 

But, Good God ! what a pitty it is, that our Wiſe and Religious 
Law-makers, which through the extraordinary bleſſing of the 4lmigh. 


_ #y, have cltabliſhed the Church of England in its Apoſtolical Purity, 


were (o far overſcen, as not tocontrive ſome means, whereby to pre- 
vent all theſe dangers and troubles, and ſecure our Church from all fu- 
ture occurrencesz which they might cafily do, had they but made 
Sefaries and Non conformifts uncapable of ſitting in our High Conrt of 
Parliament. : | 

I muſt confeſs, had the Presbyterian Zealots been conſtant to their 
own Principles, our Law-makers have pretty well endeavoured to cx- 
clude them from Voting in the Houſe of Commons, when they ſtrictly 
enjoyned all the Members of that Honourable Houſe folemnly to 
take the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy 3 both which, at leaſt the 
latter, the world knows is dircaly repugnant toghe Genevefian Go- 
ſpel. Such an Headſhip ( ſaith Alexander Henderſon, a notorious Ring- 
leader of that Party) as the Kings of England bave claimed,' and (uch a 
Supremacy as the Two Houſes of Parlizmentcrave, with the Appeals 
fromthe Supreme Ecclefiaftical Fudicature to them, as ſet over the Church 
in the ſame line of ſubordination, 1 do utterly difclgim; in his ſecond 
Paper to our Royal Martyr, in the Book entituled, Reliquie Caroline, 
page 334. Yetlo rare is the Zzal of theſe politick Religionaries, and 
ſuch is the ſtoutneſs of their tender conſeiences, that to get themſelves 
into that ſtation, wherein they are capable of promoting the good old 
Cauſe, I do not think there is any Tett or Oath imaginable, which 
they would ſcruple to ſwallow. Of them we may ſay with Horace, 
Sat. 3+ lib, 2. 


wn Mile adde catenas, 
Effugiet tamen hec ſceleratus vincula Proteur. 


For we find by experience, they make no conſcience of breaking, 
why then of taking any. @ath whatſoever, Of Oaths they make rr 
| H- | tic 
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tick Emgives to drive on their detigns, and delude the Rabble wich 
their diſembling Proteftations 3 whence we may perceive with how 


mach reaſon and truth the Learned Biſhop of Chichefter affirmed, That - 
many be arrant Paritans in heart, that oxely for preferment do conform ; * 


held with the Hare, and run with the Hound ; who, ſo they might vi- 
vere and vatere, woul4 as willingly have up the Pretbyterian Anarchy, 
as would Thomas Cart wright were be living, In his Appeal t» Ceſar, 
part 2,c. 1.f.111. But (utely fince fi z ſanttitas duplex eft impictas 1 
and as Serecs faith, Malus wbi binum ſunulat, tnnc eft p:ſſiymus ;, theſe 
counterfeit Proteftants, as they are the wickedeft of Chriftians, fo they 
are to be counted the moſt dangerous to our Church and Stzte, I wiſh 
thercfre our wile Law-makers had then further EnaQted, That who- 
ſoever ſhould be prov'd tonegleR the fervice of his Creator, or cauſe- 
leſly omit to hear the Word of God, and receive the holy Communion 
from his lawful Paſtor, or could be found to haunt Schiſmatical Con- 
venticles, and Illegal Meetings, ſhould be counted unworthy to ſerve 
his King and Corntrey in our High Comrt of Parliament, Ina word, I 
wiſh'it had been ordained, that no SeFary or Non-conformift whatſo. 
evcr ſhould have the power either to chooſe, or be chofen, a Member of 
that honourable Sexatc. Had this clauſe been once EnaRted, we might 
aſſuredly promiſe our ſelves, that no Set or Fa&ion ſhould ever pre- 
vail againſtus 3 that no difcord or difference ſhould crofs that loving 
and happy union, Fhich has been always continucd theſe many Ages 
paſt between ourGracious Sovereigns and their Loyal Sabje&s,until the 


Presbyterians, about the latter end of King James his Reign, moſt un- 


fortunately crept into our Parliament, and infeted others with the 
poiſon of their Anarchical Principles, which has been the ſource and 
chief original of all thoſe unſpeakable miſeries that befell this diſtrated 
Kingdom above theſe 5o years; the incxhauſtible fountain, whence 

roceeded the deluge of all our former calamities, and preſent appre- 
[$9.5-newyr hence our _Church became gradually vilified, and at laſt 
quite reje&cd and ſuppreſſed as Superfitions and *xreformed, our Bi- 


tops depoſed as Popiſh and Antichriftian, our Divines turned out of 


their Pulpits, Schools, Celledges, and Univerſities, and deprived of all 
their Benefices and Livings 3 our Loyal Nobility and Gentry thruſt out 
of Parliament, and cither cruelly muxdered, or tyrannically deprived 
and robbed of their Lands and Means by an uſurping Nero; and ( to 
compleat their unparalle!'d wickednefs ) our Gracious Sovereign moſt 

inhumanecly murdercd by theſe Moufters of Nature, 
But, to make an end of tbis endleſs ſubjet, I ſhall put a period to 
this Diſcourſe in the words of that Learned Writer, Mr, Foxl;s, = 
$ 


i'v 


XUM 


| [57] 

his foreſaid Hiſtory, page wit. which now I recommend to the Rea- 
ders (crious confideration : To conclude, ( faith he ) if all things, 
according to the Poets, grow worſe and worſe, to what fiupendious 
wickedneſs will the Pre:byterians come ? If Caligula ſucked blood 
when a Child , they might ſuppsſe him to be a cruel Monſter when 
a Man, If the Puritans at firſt rebel again , and impriſon their 
King, murder and clap up the Biſhops, ſeize upon their Lands, and 
thoſe of the Loyal Gentry, bloudily deſtroy the beft SubjeAs , and 
careſs the wicked ; if-at their beginuaing of rule they multiplyed Religion 
into ſo many Hereſier, that every houſe ſeemed like that Family at the 
Hague i Holland, compoſed of Seven ſeveral Religions : If when the 

were in/eriors, they tek Preelaim th: Queen a Traytor, call the King s 
attions Scandalour, Impudent, Falſe, Wicked, Tyrannical, &c. Impoſe 
wicked Oath: upon the Nations, and Violate all Laws, Good God! what 
a1 yet unheard of Villany and Impiety will there be invented and found ont to 
pleaſe the Diſciplinarian palates, if ever they ſhould obtain Superiority, or 
have the leaſt ſway intheſe Kingdoms ? Which no Honeſt man can dfire, 
all God men are bownd to oppoſe, and pray they may never bave bopes of 
ſuch Favour and Amtbority, 


ls 
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 Peesbyterians Loyalty 


AND 


ZEAL for RELIGIO N 
Demonſtrated, &c. 


Good Sir Prerbyter , 


Our Letter I reccived, and have hitherto deferr'd toſend you 
a reply, as well becauſe I could not certainly tell where to 
dire&t It, as alſo becauſe I thought it altogether needleſs 
toſpend any time In anſwering ſuch frivolous impertinencier, 

- and idle whimſeys 4 yet foraſmuch as the Wiſe-man adviſeth 
ns to anſwer the fool according to bis folly, left be be wiſe in bis own con. 
etit, Prov. 26.5. I concluded at laft toſcend you theſe enſuing Lines 
3s a New-yeersr Gift, and dixe& them to your Worſhip at Billingſgave, - 
where I judge by your dexterityin fcolding and ravling Rbetorick you 
are a Maſter of Art, if not Chair-mex to that quick-tongu'd and unſocia- 
ble Society. _ 

Truly, to be raiicdat by the Pre:byterians, is fo far from giving 
me the leaſt diftaſte, that I count it the greateſt honour they can 
place upon me, it being now the common CharaQter of a faithful Pa- 
triot, and true Loyalift: And had I been in the leatt prais'd by (uch 
faQious Spirits, I would undoubredly fuſpe& my own actions, and ay 
with Socrates, What evil have I done, that theſe Antimonarchical Le. 
vellers ſhould commend me? 

'Tis true, you pretend to bea Son of the Church of England» and to 
colour your knavery, you moſt unfortunately make 2 Cloak of that 
holy Church, whole candour.and fracerity is fo tranſparent, that your 

A3 


peraictoy 


pernicious deſigns are plainly ſeen through it, tothe utter confuſion of 
luch bypocritical diflemblers. 4 FE <3, 

But ſince the world knows, a Proteſtant Feſuit can equivocate as 
well 3. 00e Puritan Papift, 1 think we have reaſon enough/ to believe, 
that'by the Thrrch bf Englend you mgan nothing el(c_ but your ,own 
Presbyterian Synagogite, which alone you efteem the-truc Churth of 
Chriſt ;-for it is cvident, a Son of that Church, which is now through 
God's Providence eftabliſhed arnong- us by the Laws of the Land, you 
cannot pretend to be, unlels ſuch a Son as Nero was to Agrippina, who 
ſcrupled not to procure the death of his unfortunate Mother, to ſatisfic 
his owe monſtrous voluptubuſacſs, 1.2 9 7 | 

You undertake toroll Syſiphus his Stone, or waſtva Gypfre, to vin- 
dicate the Presbytcrians, and make us believe they are harmleſs Lambs, 
though all true Proteſtants hold them for revenons Polves, and now 
apprehend them moſt dangerous both to Church and State : yet fo 
pitiful a defence you make in their behalf, that I cannot tell whether 
the Church of England has greater reaſon to deteſt your Schiſmaticat 
intention, than your own Synagogue tocurle your i//-manag'd under- 
taking 3 for lince, as the Poct wcll obſerved, 


Cauſa patrocinio non bona pejor erit ; 
"What ſhall become of anill Cauſe very fl! detended ? 


\But however you fail inthe reſt, you are ſure not to forget theold 
conttivances of your Predecefſors, the Parliamentarian Rebels, and 
their worthy Progenitors, in charging all thoſe with Popery, that pre.- 
ſam'd: to (make the leaſt oppoſition againſt: their bloody Zeal for the 
Gezeuifron'Beformation:: Which intrigue, as it prov'd moſt ſucceſsful 
to the ireacherows Reempers, fo it has been no lefs defiructive and per- 
nicious"to the [Church of England, it being one of the chiefcſi ftratogemy, 
whereby the Rebels brought our Royal Martyr and his trulticſt Mini-: 
ters into an .odium with the blinded Rabble. 

I-could inſtance here ſeveral paſſages of this Prerbyterizn policy, but 
T ha!) content my felf with two or three, and wil! begin with one re- 
rarkable example, which was a preludinmto all ous former diſtra-- 
Qions, as their preſent proccedingy, if not timely prevented, do infal- 
libly:prognoſticzte the like revelutions td be:ncar at hand. In the year: 
1632. King Chzries the Firſt, of glorious memory, took/a journey into- 
Seotland, and thought by degrees to ſettle there the Englihh Liturgy, 
with its uſual Ceremonies 3 which the Ring-leaders of the Presbyterian- 


Fatlion in that Kingdom underaading, . not- onely cxclaimed again 
our - 


—_— — _ 


Z 
our Liturgy as erroneous and ſuperſtitions, bur alſo doubted not to tra- 
duce his Majeſty for very ſtrong inclinations to the - Raligion of the 
Church of Rome. By which contrivance theyquickly poſſes'd the ſhort- 
frahted Rabble with ſuch tears and jzaloufics, as afterwards broke out 
into. a flame of open Rebellion, to the utter 'ruine* and deſtruction 
both of Kirg and Cenntrey, See Bakers Chronicle, Edit, anno 1674; 
poge 473. | "30. apa 

And 'fo effeQual a contrivance was this piece of policy counted by 
our brave Machiavilians, that in Exyland alſo in the year 1641, when 
the Spirit within them mov'd the blind Z:alots to joy with the 
Scotch Rebels, (as it is recorded by the ſame Hittorian, page 535.) in the 
dead ofthe night, the more co territe the timorous vulgar, .tbey wr d to 
ery inthe ftreets of London, That all people ſhould ariſe totbeir defence, for 
the; King with bis Papiſts were coming to fire the City, and cut their 
threats in their beds. Than which: contrivance ( (faith the Author + though 
nothing were more falſe, yet found the effes of truth. Likewiſe in No- 
v-mb. 1642 Vicar, the Presbyterian Hiſtorian, in his Chronicle, Part x. 
pore 212. (peaking of the Britleot Ege-bill, gives this relation of his 

oly Brethren, The Sabbath day after their arrival to London, the godly 
ard well-affefied Minifters ( i. e, the Presbytertan Predicants ) throwghout 
the City preached and praiſed the Lord publickly, for their joyful and ſafe 
retern bome 10 their Parents, Maſters, and Friends, exberting thoſe yu 1g 
Soldiers of Chrifts Army Royal ſtill to retain, and be forward and ready to 
ſhew their courage and zeal to the defence of Gods Canſe, and their Countreys 
welfare : ſhewing them the Plots of their adverſaries, to have introduced 
Popery and Tyranny into the Kingdom ;, and aſſuring them, that this War 
on their parts was waged and managed by ah an Army of Papiſts be- 
ing raiſed by the Kings command, contrary to bis vows and proteſt ations, 

[t is ncedleſs, I ſuppoſe, to repeat here, how often molt of our emi- 
nent Divines, and zealous Church men, ever fince the Reformation, have 
been flandered in this manner by - theſe hot-headed Enthuſiaſts, and 
compelled to make Apologies in their own vindication againſt tuch- 
wicked aſprerfivn*s. Was not the Learned Dr. Mowntague, Biihop of 
Chicheſter, forced to write a Book, intituled, Appello Ceſarem, againit 
the malicious Calumnies of the Pxriten Party, where the godly mary 
fheweth himſcif fofar from being daunted with their bold attempts an. 
bloody Mecnaces, that, with true Chriftizn courage he openly expoſeth 
to the world their myfteri-s of iniquety, and fully diſcovereth their per- 
nicious contrivances to undermine our Church, and ſubvert our Go- 
vernment ? and amongſt the reſt, he ſpeaketh in this manner, The tr#h 


in ar with the Jeſt be ir an Herntick,, 1bat is not furloſo more # Roma 
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Catholick, ſo with the Puritan be 6: 8 Papiſt that will not ruvs madding 
with rung It i1not the firſt time ( faith he )) for this very cavſe I bave 
been talk'd of, eftcen'd of, tradnc'd as 6 Papiſt , which I can the better 
brook, becauſe they bave meted this mesſrre tothe Church of England it ſelf, 
as ſ[ympatbifing with P apifts in ber Linergy, Diſcipline, and Dotirine, In his 
Appeal to Ceſay, part 2. c, 1. p. x10. pol ay 16h 41 | 

All true Proteſtants theretore, who prefer the Harmonious and Apo= 

ftolical Order and Government of the Church of England, before the con- 
fuſed hodge- podge of the new-found Genereſian Diſcipline, have now 
(I think) ſufficient reaſon to beware ot' ſuch dangerous contrivances 
for the future, and not ſaffer themſelves to be gull'd again by ſuch 
gilded pretenccs,which, like the Apples of Sodomare ſpecious indeed and 
beautiful without, . but baſe and hlrhy within, The Prevbyterians, to 
our ſorrow,have by this policy once deceived us, and the Lord forgive 
them; trut if they deceive us again, then the Lord forgive us. Improbe 
Neptunum accnſat, qui tterum nanſraginm ſacit, As tor my part, I de- 
clare before God and the World, that I renounce with all my heart and 
Soul as well the Idolatrons P apiits, as the Anarchical Precbyterians whole 
blind zeal and tranſparcat hypocrific, with their appurtenances, abjuro, 
denepo, deteſt or, 

I muſt conte(s, the Presbyterians are ſomething beyond the Papiſts 
in matters of Rel-gioz, neither di4l ever compare them together in 
that point ; but I Wwppoſcd with the moſt Learned of our Charch, and 
particularly with Engls1ds S:Ihnmon, King } ames of glorious memory, 
in his Apology for the O:th of Allegiance, page 19. That Papifts were 
never perſecuted in this Kiagdom ( it not by Cromwel and his Rumpers) 
for matters of Faich, but for thcir wicked Principles, and deſtructive 
Practices againſt Tempore! Government. And now | appeal to the judi- 
cious Reader, if I have noe ſi thiciently demonſtrated in my former Pa- 

.per Qutof the prime Authors and Founders of the Geneveſian Goſpel, 

as Calvin, Bezs, Knox, Buchanan, &c. that the Presbyterian Principles 
are aitngether as dangerous and deſiruftive, if nut more pernicious to 
Temporal Government, than that of the Papitts themſcives. And if your 
Anaſwer to this be not rather 2 plain confeilton of the crime, than any 
vindication thereot, Ict the Kexder judge. 

Firſt, you ay, I amfain ts g2 mitvother Countreys, arfar as Scotland 
and Geneva, toprove the Reb:!ticus Principles of the Preshyterians. Bur, 
good Sir Prechyeer, 'is not that enough. or are not the Presbyterians 
every: where of the ſane Famp and coin? And belides, why may it not 
be as good a way £0 prove the Pc:riciples of the Pregbyterians, by al- 
i:dging the DofGrinc ol tax Pope of Gencys, aud bis chick Incendiarites, 

4s 
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as it is to demonſirate the Principles of the Papiffs, by 4lHedging the 
Do&rine of the Pope of Rome, and his approved Emiſſerier ? Bur if 
neither of theſe reaſons be ſufficient in your phamaofie, 'do+ but peruſe 
Dr, Bancroft Archbiſhop of Canterbury's Book of dangerous Pofitions, and 
therg.you ſhall knd enough evin of Enghſ# Precbyrerians ( though buc 
Sucklings then ) cagcrly maintaining this Anarchical DoE#rine, there 
you ſhall find a whole Chapter cf that particular fiibje&, with this. 
Tifle, The Dedrine of cert2in Engliſh Minifters, whith they Fearn'd at 
Geneva, and publiſhed of purpoſe to have procured the like convfe of” Re- 
ormation in England to tht in Scotland. Bzhold now, Sir Presbyter, 
your Geneveſian Goſpellers, and thoſe Engliſh too, and Exgliſh that to 
promote the goed old Cauſe, would not (cruple ro deftroy rhat antienc 
aud Apeftalical Hierarchy of the Church of Engtand, and crflame their 
ative” Caxntrey; into. a total combuſtion of Sedition and Rebellion. 
t Ict us ſee whether your ſecond Anſwer be any thing Icfs#idicutous 
ox 'impertinent.thap the former. Tet 2dmit (fay you) the Prerbyreviens 
is England hold the ſime Principles, put the queſtion whether were more 
Antimonarchical or niſaſe to Government, an opinion, that Tyranty and 
oppoſerr of God, might ( propter id.) be oppoſed by their 'Subjefir, Nc. or 
that a grod Kixg, one of the Reformed RAigioit, meerly for bring ſuck, ſhould 
be depyjed, dethr:#'d, and murtbered, $c? * But ( good Sir Pherbyrer ) 
what is more tcalible, than for a. Presbyterian 19 make a Tyrant of 
what Prince he pleaſ.s} We (ce now with what dexterity he makes P.r- 
Biſts and Penfioners of, the molt zealous Proteffants, anti no-1efs faitbfut 
Patriots, and we have” lately feca with what Leperdemain He made a 
Tzxraut of the belt of Princes, What Sovercigu then can'be fecure from 
theſe Presbyterians, if it lics in their b:caft thus ro makehith cither 2 
Trixs Or @ Ners, a clement Prizes, or 2 cruel Tyrant ? or cats he think 
binklfa Sovereign, and not 'rather Tenant at will to his own MAnarchi 
cal, Subjects? | Yet you would fain perſwade 11s, your Holy Parner, 
teach anely that Tyr ants my be oppoſed by their Swbjettr, whipreas all the 
world can tell, how in-our own days they have-abr onety oppoſes, but” 
alſo d;pofed, dethron'd,and oructly murdered, not a Tyrant, but the” mOtt. 
meck agd Religious of Sovereignr, and. that by a formality of Law too; 
a thing I never heard perpetrated by any Popiſh Subjects fince theeree- © 
tion ofjthe World, no; not by the moit barbarvus Heathens againit the” - 
worlt of Tyrants: FFP h fk | 4 Relig EN 
As far a Kings beiog of the Referme gion; we know it fignihes 
nothing, to - uy A042 Zealots, except he be of the Geneveſien Do- 
tine and Diſcipline - the Church of bo pro fay they, i neither” box | 
wor e0ld, neitber Popifhh nor Reformed.” therefore in-the Year 2648,” 
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when the late King and Parliament wcre like toagree, the-Presbyteri- 
an Iacendiaries exclaimed againſt ſuch propoſals, untill the Geneveſi- 
au Diſciplize were firſt eſtabliſhed by Law, This reſtitution of bis Ms- 
jefty (lay they) to the exerciſe of bis Royal power, b:fore ſecurity bad 
from him ſor ſettling Religion, your Lordſhips know by onr eight defires, 
and otherwiſe, is conceiv'd by ui to be inconſiſtent with the ſafety and ſe. 
curity of. Religion. _— The bringing of bis Majfſty to ſome of his Houſes in 
or uear Lpgdon, before ſatizfalion and ſecurity bad from him in point 
of. Religion, and in ſuch other things as are neceſſary for the ſafety of the 


Kingdoms, could not (a: we conceive) bus be an exceeding great diſcou- 


ragement and offence to the Presbyterians in England, who will con- 
ceive. that #he remedy is worſe than the diſeaſe. In the humble Reprez 
ſentatior of the Commiſſioners of the General Aﬀſembly tor the Ho- 
nourable/Fates of Parliament, April the' 28. 1648.” Likewiſe, in the 
year 1649. the Rebellions-Zealoti would not ſubmit themſelves in 
Scotland to their natural Soveraign, his preſent Majeſty, except” be 
. wowld by ſolemn Oath under bis hand an ſeal, allow the National Covenant 
of Scotland, and the Solemn League and Covenant of Scotland, England, 
and ireland, and would proſecute the ends thertef in bit Royal ſtation, 
Sce Baker's Chonicle, page 613+ Tell me now, Sir Prerbyter, are not 
_.theſe rare-examples of . your Presbyterian- Loyalty to your natural 
Princes;and to Princes of the Proteſt ant Church, and Reformed Religi- 
on.too? But to ſet down exaQly tht true ſtate of the queſtion, admjt 
(as you fay, and cannot deny ).the Presbyterians of England hold the 
ſame.principles with. the Geneveſian-Goſpelers ; put you the-queſtion 
now, whether, is more, Autimonarchial or unlate to Government, an 
op;rzen. or rather a. fundamental difrine, that Tyramy and oppoſers 
of God, (4, e. any Prince.that hinders the growtb of Pretbyteric ) may 
propterid, be oppos'd, nay, depos'd, dethron'd, and cruefly Murder'd 
by gheir Subjes, as Presbyterians undeviably hold, and'4< undeniably 
have praQtis'd - .gs that it is Hetefie'fn Any Chriſtian *o affirtn, that a 
Pranos may eflain. or, depos & by bis Subje@; for any hſorder. or def adttt; 
either in Life or Government. as very 'Emmitin Papiſti exprifly teachi” as 
(to, gppit thoſe two ſwindging Authorities, as' you call: them, of the 
Rhemjlts pail hdaes, of *the Connecil of ConFlance) it ſufi- 
cienaly: appcareth- by Alpbonſ. a Caftro, lib. de 'bereſ. in verby Tyrm. 
Dominic: a Soto, lib, 5. de Fuft. & Juv. qu. 1: arts 3; and' many 
others: ;* rs... TO nOES ORR | LH. 

Now doyou if you can, produce ſach another Ecolefiaftical- Aſſem- 
bly os:$ynod, oc ſuch eminent writers of the Presbyterian party, thus 


. fully 


dedaring it Impions and Heretical to believe that Subjefts may Law-, 
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fully depoſe or Murder their RCA upon the account of any Tyran- 
ny or oppreſſion whatſoever, and you will make the World havea better 
opinion of your Se&, than ever they had hitherto-: otherwiſe, not- 
withitanding all your multiplied bablings, we muſt conclude, to give 
the Devil h1s due, that in matter of Temporal Government, the prin- 
ciples of the Papiſts are far Sounder and more Orthodox , than the 
Presbyterian Catechiſm. As for the praQtiſes of the one and the other, 
you tell me, could Iprove my charge againft the Prerbyterians, as unex- 
ceptionably, as you can that of the Plat againſt the Papifts, I wowld do 
ſomething indeed. But Tappeal to any man of common ſenſe, if you be 
not as #nexceptionably impudent in your bold affertions, as the Pref- 
byterians are notoriouſly Treacherons in their pernicious praftices. 
The bloud of our late Murtyr?d Soveraign, and the effulion of fo much 
Proteſtant bloud in the late Civil Wars, ( you ſhould fay, Pre:byterian 
Rebellion) you arc ſo impudent as to plaiſter it upon the unfortunate 
Papilts, without any colour or ſhew ot proot, (it being plain to all the 
World, that in the whole Lift of the Regicides, none is to be found but 
notorions Precbyterians) and withall to affirw, that the former are more 
evidently proy'd guilty of the preſent Plot, than the latter can be con- 
victed of the Rebell:'ous praflices laid to their charge: whereas on 
the one fide, we have bat four or five perſons to ſwear this horrid 
conſpiracy againſt the Papiſts 3 but on the other (ide, all our Records,/all 
our Hiftories, nay, our own memories, and all the World can teſtife 
the late Trogical tranſaQions, as the inhumane Murdet of our Royal 
Martyr, the effuſion of ſo much innocent  bloud, . the burning and 
pillaging of ſo many Cities, Towns and Palaces, and in brief all the 
Mgſſacres that have been committed, all the Msſeries that have hap- 
percd in this Iſland of Great Britain theſe 5o years paſt, to have been 
wholly and ſolely ' perpetrated by theſe Monſters of Chriftianity the 
Anarchical-Presbyterians , as well dependent as independent, as well 
Scotch as Engliſh, the one beginning, the other ending the Tragedy, the 
one Selling, the other Killing their aatural Sover aign to the amazement 
of all the World. 

Ol! how happy-would they think themſc}ves now, had theſe vil- 
lanies been as private, as the preſent conſpiracy of the Papiſis? Had we 
been truſting to the diſcovery of Mr. Oats, Mr. Bedlow, or the reſt, 
concerning theſe presbyterian treacheries, as' well as the Popiſh Plot 3 
Oh! how boldly the Pwritex-Goſpellers would outtace our witnefles ? 
with what black colours they would paint them, to extenuate the cre- 
dibility of their informations? So far they would think the charge 
from being uncxceptionably proved againli them, that they _ = 
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doubt but they might cafily perf he World, nothing could be more 

c, than to believe it upon the credit of ſuch inconſiderablc 
witneſſes, tho' now againſt the Papiſts they hold them for Delphian 
Oracles. * What ! (would they ſay) can it be Law, equity, or conſci- 
© ence, to take the oaths of ſome few deſpicable fellows, very obnoxious 
© to be ſuſpected of malice and corruption, againſt the lives of good and 
© peaceable SubjeRs, men of worth and known integrity? to take the 
& oaths of living Vagabonds, before the proteſiations of dying Chrifti- 
«<< ans ? who can be fafe, if this be admitted ? or if this be juſtice» what 
© can be term'd injuſtice amongſt us ? - 

In this manner, we may be fore, or ratherin far higher terms, 
would our Swperſandified- Hypocrites rail againſt theſe very Perſons, 
they now fo much adore for Swearing againſt the Papiſts, had their 
crimes been ſo occult as to need a diſcoverer ; and theſe, nay, people of 
greater credit, and much lefs obnoxious to exception, had come in to 
reveal their Myſteries of iniquity, The title of His Mojefties Evidence 
could not in the leaft —— them from the ſnarling inveRives of a 
Presbytevrian. All that Pzpiſts now: fay of them, fignified nothin 
to what the Presbyterians would then vomit againſt them. Witnel 
their uſage of Mr. Wilowghby, alias Dangerfiedd, &c, who when he pre- 
tended to diſcovera Presbyterian Plot, was preſently proclaim'd in the 
Weekly Intelligences and other Pamphlets, the greateſt Knave and Villain 
upon Earth, and calcd Knight of the Poſt, Newgate-Bird,and ſuch other 
titles of Honowr, nay, affirmed to have been aQually upon the Pillory for 
his miſdemeanours. The Tithe of His Mojefties Evidence, or his pretend- 
ing to witnecks for the King,could nothing avail him againſt theſe Sonfti- 
fied creatures, tho now he is reputed among them an Holy Proſelyte 
newly in{pir'd and illuminated by the Lord. *Tis true, he gave then 
(as himfelf confeſſes) but falſe informations againſt the Presbytcrians, 
being put on that defign either by the Popiſh party to turn the Plot 
upon their adverſaries, or by ſome Presbyterian Politicians to gain the 
greater credit to their new Infermer,or perhaps by himſelf to gain ſuch 
maintenance and allowance for the future, as may keep him henceforth 
from the tryed puniſhments of the Pillery, ſeeing thofe of the trade do 
thrive ſo well. There arc now in the World a great number of Fool- 
berdy Deſperadoes, of no. Fortune, but Ifs Honeſty, who think their 
only way to Preferment is, to run upon deſperate courſes, and rather 
, than fail of an Advencement, to venture Neck and oll for a Livclibood, 

according to that witty ſaying of the Satyriſt : 
Awde aliquid brevibus Gyaris, ant carcere dignam, 
$1: vis effe aliquid, probites laudatur & alget. 


For 
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For as Firgil ſaith, —————— Quid nou mortalis peflors cogis 
Anti ſacra fame ? In St. Pewls days, Godlincſs was great 
Gain; but to theſe, Gain is great Godlineſs ; of whom we may juſtly 
ay with the Poet, 
Unde babeat querit nemo, ſed oportet babere. 

As for Mr. Dangerfield, this only I fay, altho' he gave but falſe Infor- 
mations againſt the Presbyterians, yet this was not then known to the 
generality of the people ;; and tho? it is undeniable, that ſuch a Plot 
might well be carried on by the Ring- leaders of that FaQtion, without 
communicating it to the Vulgar ; nevertheleſs the Paritan-Robble did 
fo bark and fnarl at Dangerfield, as it they had known by Revelation 
there was no ſnch Plot at all, 

But to return from this digreſſion to our intended purpoſe, fince 
reaſon comands us to prefer the unanimous conſent of the greateſt and 
ableſt men of our Country, together with all our Heiftories and Records, 
and our own experimental knowledg, before the oaths of four or tive 
perſons, tho? never ſo upright in their lives, or (o- pofitive and cxat 
in their informations; and @ fortiori, of people not ſo qualified, but 
obnoxious to ſeveral exceptions and ſuſpicious cireumſtances, which 
mightily weakens their evidence, and leaves many judicious men in ſuſ- 
pence, fruſtrated of their expe&ed fatisfaftion of having the Plor 
clear'd beyond all exception: furely, we cannot but conclude the late . 
Rebellion to be far more wnexceptionably prov'd againſt che Presbyteri- 
ans, than the preſent Plot againſt the Papifts. Not chat 1 would in 
the leaft vindicate the Komarifts from thoſe horrid crimes laid to their 
charge, for I am fully ſatisfied they arc as apt to commit any villany to 
advance their Szperſtitions, as the Presbyterians are to promote the 
G-od old canſe;, but to ſhew that the late Helliſh Rebellon of the one, is 
far more undeniable than the preſent Conſpiracy of the other. 

And if your own Conſcience did not accuſe you of the known verity 
of this afſerrion,' or if you thought the Presbyterians have not really 
committed theſe Hellifh abominat}ons objeQtedagainſt thera, to what 
purpoſe did you ſet the Act of Oblivion, to bring up the rear of your 
ridicolous' Apolegy ? Surely, things that never have been, could not 
have been forgotten. Qbiivio 'oft preteritorum. Yet you very confi- 

dently bid we read over the ſeveral Tryals, and other pieces extant by 
Autberity, concerning the « goa Plot, and ſee whether it be Presbytevians 
or Papifts thet murdered Sir Edmundbury Godfreyz that bired the 
Rufhans to murder bis Sacred Majeſty and to raine both Church aud State. 
But I defireyou to read over the late Noryatives of the Rebellion in 


Scotlond, znd fer whether Presbytcrians or Papiſts murdered the good 
| Ba Biſhop 
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Biſhop of St. Andrews ; read over LIAR the Hiftory of the. late Re. 
bellion in England, and fee whether it be Presbyterians or Papiſts, that 
have (not hircd Kwffians to murder, but themſelves lik: inhumane 
Traytors, a&ually ) murder'd our late Severaigy, an totally-ruin'd both 
Church and State: and then ſce what you can get by the bargain, but 
that notwithtianding your ridiculous Apology the Presbyterians are (til! 
worſe than the Papitis, whereas the one did but detign, the other have 
aQually compleatedour ruine, You tell us for tirange news, they are not 
concern'd in the preſent Plt ; and very (trange it is indeed, that there 
ſhould beany Plot or Conſpiracy in this Kingdom, whereof the Pref. 
byterians ſhould nor. be the chief Engiveeerr. Yet, Sir Presbyter, in my 
Opinion you have no great reaſon to brag of your Brethrens inno. 
cence of this Popith Plot, fince the world knows, they have commited 
greater. villanies, and that in the face of the Sun, and for Religion too. 
Befides, I adviſe you to obſerve the common ſaying, Lands finem, and 
tho” your myſteries of iniquity be not yet revealed, yct beware leaſt be. 
fore the preſeut diſcovery be at an end, your Presbyterians be not found 
as deeply concern'd, as any Papiſt alive, either in this, or in another 
Plot of their own ; for how can it be thought, that ſuch Politick and 
aQive Macbiavels ſhould tet this occafion flip, or omit the fairelt op- 
portunity they could cxpe& of overthrowing their greateli adverſaries, 
the one as 7dolatrous Papiſts, the other cither as Popifhly inclined, or as 
introducers of Tyranical and Arbitrary Government ? I omit herc, that 
E have ſeen ſeveral reaſons and arguments, very ſpecious indeed to our. 
ward appearance, firongly infinuating that the Presbyterians are the 
primum. mobile even of the preſent Plot, and the chicf, if not the ſole 
contrivers of all-theſe troubles, fraudulently corrupting and ſuborning 
moſt of thoſe witneſſes, that came in to (wear againit tha Papiſts, pur- 
polely to draw the Kingdom into a confuſion, and thereby retiore the 
Crompwelian G:ſpel and Government. 

Ia this affertion, Iknow, there is no ampoffibility or contradifiion to 
be found ;.. I believe it very feafible (3nd without doubt it has been of- 
ten done))-to corrupt and ſuborn men of better credit and xeputation 
than theſe witneſſes have been, that thave yet appeared in this diſco- 
very; and withabl1am fare, the Presbyterians arc too apt to commit 
any villany to promote the Goed old cauſe: yet nevertheleſs, becauſe we 
mult not infift upop unprov'd, tho? probable ſuſpicions, when we have 
enough even of plain demonſtrations to prove 'our intended. parpoſe of 
Sewing how . dangerous our Pariten-Geſpellers, if not tly and 
timely prevertcd, arc to'vur Church and State 3 the ility of this 
chargy, Llcave to be weigh'd and. cxamind by. the Fadicions Reader. 

In 
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In the interim, tell me I beſcech you, what may be the reaſon that the 
Presbyterians are the aftiveſtand moſt eager proſecutors of the Papiſts 
upon the account of this Plot, and alſo the greateſt promoters and ad- 
mirers of thoſe witneſſes, that appear againſt them. Arc the Presbyte- 
rians the ableſt men in the Kingdom 2 or do they only apprehend the 
danger of this Plot ? Do they love th:ir Religion Liver, or Libertier, 
better than Proteſtants love theirs? or were not Proteſtants to be 
made away, had this Plot gon on, as well as the Presbyterians ? why 
then are not the latter as moderate as the former, or the former a3 mad 
as the latter ? Truly, I have heard ſeveral Judicions Proteftants atfirm, 
they could never believe, that the Presbyterians ſhould be ſo hot or 
eager in proſecuting this Popiſh Plot apaintt ſo incontiderable a party, 
as Papiſts now are in this Kingdom, except they had greater detigns, or 
were more concerned in that Plot themiclves,than they would have the 
World believe; But time will tell truth. 

Your ignorance tells you, I have affconted the Clergy of the Church 
of England, by calling them D«mb-dogs; but you ſhould know before 
you appeared in Print, that a Deg, for his natural vigilancy, is the com- 
mon Emblem of an Ecclefiaftical Paftor ; and if our Prelates now be lefs 
aQive than is neceſ[iry tor to prevent your Treacherozs defigns, and 
countermine your pernicious contrivances againſt their Flock, they may 
attribute this application of Gods word, Iſa. $6. 10. not to any ill 
meaning of mine, but rather to their own unreaſonable carcleſneſs in 
ſuch a deſperate junQure of times, when our greateſt, if not our only 
enemies, the Presbyterians an Papiſts, arc equally, tho? ſeverally, bent 
for our deſtruction 3 _ brethren in evil, (as the Bithop of Chitbeſter 
elegantly calls them) who looking and running two ' ſeveral ways, do like 
TIT joyn togetber in the taile, in hisappcal to Ceſar, part 1 
c. 4. P- 48. 

Herel ſhall beg the favour of you, to ask that Reverend Prelate, who 
declared himfelfin the Parliament before the laſt, fo favaurable to your 
Se&, what does he thir.k now of the Presbyterians, or whether in his 
opinion they took the Reverend Biſhop of St. Andrews by the Larn- 
ſleeves, or bythe Throat ? Ask likewiſe che reft of thoſe learned Prelates, 
whether the Presbyterians have like waſpiſh Cure barkdd rut that holy 
man Archbiſhop Lad, or like your red Dragon utterly devoured him ? 1s it 
credible, think you, theſe eminent Divines ſhould be of fo ſhort a me- 
mory, as-to forget who ſo lately voted thera out of the Houſe of Peers, 
barbarouſly impriſoned them in the Tower, ſequeſtered their Lands: 
and Revenues, (which to an Engliſhman is worle then to loſe his life)de-- 
prived them of all po wer and jurisdiQion both Spiritual & va_ny 

an 


and in fine, quite aboliſhed the whole order and bierarchy of that Aps. 
folic! inſtitution? oris it likely they would now Apologize for that 
fattion which have lately ſo Antichritianly abuſed them? they know 
it isan old and truc ſaying, Veterem ferends injuriam, invitas novan : 
and I pray God, they may not find it verified in themſelves, who 
through their cxceſive mecknels and patience towards theſe ungrateful 
miſcreants, I am afraid, will encourage them once more to attempt 
the ſupprelling of this Apoftolicsl bierarcby ; which we may plainly read 
in their libells and pamphlets; is their main deſign. Yet notwith-. 
ſtanding this, and all other eminent dangers, which daily threaten us 
from the Presbyterian party, you are ſo impudent, as to term your 
ſelf an Epiſcopsl Proteftant, and yet ſtrain your empty noddle in apolo- 
gizing for theſe Antiepiſcopal SeRtaries, and excuting their S:biſmatical 
eparation from the Mother Church, thereby encouraging them to a&t 
over again their horrid villanics of 48. and fing the (ccond part to the 
lame tune. 

You tell us forſooth, they are our fellow- pagarns and therefore not to 
be reputed as enemies to our Church, but to be embraced as brethren of our 
Reformatoon. Proteſtants, *tis true, they tiile themſclves, but falſe ones 
they are always reputed by our Church, as Papifts are falſe Chriftians ; 
for (as the Apoſtle ſaith) they ere not al Iſrael, which are of Iſrael, Rom, 
9. 6. Neither arc they all Proteſtants, which are called Proteſtants 3 
many do love the name, but hate the thing : and therfore why ſhould 
not falſe Proteflants be thought as dangerous to the truc faith and wor- 
ſhipof God, as falſe Chriftiens, I could never yet underſtand. Papiſis are 
but falſe Chriftians, but the Presbyterians are falſe Proteftants, and 
by confequence they arc falſe Chriftians too : why then ſhould the 
one be counted our Brethren, and the other our Enemies? or what 
can we gain by this our ill- beſtowed kindneſs to the presbyterians, but 
to draw upon us the charge of all their monſtrous contrivances, and 
make our ſelves accountable for their wickedne&, as the papiſts are 
now commonly charged with the horrid praftices of the Feſuits ? Do 
not-we ſee haw as the Primitive Chriftians were gricvouſly flandered, 
and moſt vehemently hated by the Heathens, becauſe of the multiplied 
villanies of the Gnofticks and other prophane Sets of thoſe times, that 
profefſed Chriftienity 3 fo true Proteſtants now are obnoxious to. thoſe 
manifold calumnics unjuſtly heaped by the Papiſts ard other Sectaries, 
upon our Church and DoQtrine, and the whole Reformation, becauſe of 
theſeditious ptzRtices and wic ked treacheries of the Presbyterian party, 
who commonly ſtile themſelves Proteſtants and Reformen, yea, Refined 
Chriftians ? Nay, I do verily believe, that as the monſtrous mw 
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neſs of the aforeſaid Hereticks was then a great bar to the timely con- 
verſion of the Idolatrons Pagans 3 fo now the wnebriftian proceedings 
of the presbytezians do mainly obfiruet the Popifts from receiving the 
true light of the Goſpel. 

O, but they are our weak Brethren, and we muſt bear their infirmitiey. 
Weak Brethren, ſay you ? I pray God keep them fo, and grant they be 
never ſironger to ruincour Church and State, as formerly they have 
done. Now the Phoriſaicsl Hypeeritesalledge the weakneſs and tender- 
neſs of their Conſciences for this Schiſmaticsl diſobedience to their 
lawful Paſtors, and ſeparation from the Mother-Church; though in 
48 no tenderneſs of Conſcience could hinder them from noting 
their natural Sovereign in England, and in 79 their onely Primate and 
Metropolitane in Scotland. O blind Guides, ( as our Saviour faid of the 
Pharitces ) which ſtrain at a gnat, and(wallow « camel, Matth. 23. 34. 
Yet theſe blind Hypocrites you muſt hall in amougſt Epiſcopal Frote- 
ſtants, and under the ridiculous name of diſſenting Brethren, you cn- 
deavour to foſter ſuch Vipers in the boſom of our Church, a name (© 
ſtrange and felF-contradiQory, as if we had called them our odiows 
Lovers, our loving Enemies, or the likez for if the Presbyterians ob- 
ſtinately diſſent from our Chxrch in Communion,” or matters of Reli- 
gion, as undoubtedly they do, how can they be our Brethren ?- or if 
they be our Brethren in Religion, how can they differ from us in Com- 
manion, or matters of Faith, which cfſenrially is one and individual ? 
for, as the Apoſtle teſtifieth, there is but one Lord, one Faith, one Ba- 
priſm, Ephbeſ- 4. 5. ARE. 

Ay, but they do not difſent from us as much as the Papiſts do, not in 
ſo many, nor in fo neceſſary points of Religion. But this is to nopur- 
pole; firſt, becauſe Heathen, difſent from us more than Fews, Few: 
than Terky, and Turks than Popifts 3 yet we muſtembrace neither Jew, 
Twrk, nor Pepift, for our diſſenting Brethren in Religion. Sccondly, Be- 
cauſe even as it is nothing material whether a man dies of one mortal 
wound, or of twenty 3 foit skilleth not whether a Chriftiex obſ(ti- 
nately erres in one necefary point of Religion, or in a dozen. For it is 
in. the Chriſtian Religion, avGSt. Jomer faith of the Law, Whoſoever 
offendeth in one point, be is guilty of all, James 2. 10, Now it is evident 
toall the world, that the Presbyterians groſly crr in three of the 
chiefeſt Pillars of Chriſtian Religion, as Chority, Unity, and Obedience ; 
It cannot therefore avail them much chat they with us in fo ma- _ 
ny points of the Superftructure, while they diſagree from us in the / 
very, Foundation. Hear what St. A=zuitin faith of the Denatifts in 
Africk, who much r<ſcmble the Preebyteriats in England; In _ 
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things ( ſaith he ) they are with me, in few not with me ; but in theſe few 
whercix they are not with me, the many things wherein they are with me 
do nothing avail tbem \, in Pſal. 54. ver. 19. Thirdly becauſc all true 
Proteſtz:ts acknowledge the Presbyterians are ſchiſmaticaly ſeparated 
from the Church of Evgland, as well as the Papiſts; and on the other 
fide, in the /[entiments of all Learned ens antient and modern, 
Schiſm is fo heinous a wickednefs, that without repentance and re- 
union with the Chxrch ( unlels perhaps invincib'e ignorance may lefſen 
the crime ) it wholly excludes the Party from eternal ſalvation, accor> 
ding to the expreſs words of our Saviour, If be negle& to hear the 
Churcb, let bim be untothee as an beathen man, and a Publican, Matth, 
18. 17, There caunot poſſibly ( ſaith St. Irenens ) be made any reformation 
of ſuch importance, as the miſchief of $chiſm is pernicions, lib. 4. c. 62, 
For (as Dionyſius Alexandrinus tcltiheth ) It Is amore grievont wicked. 
neſs to divide the Church, than to ſacrifice to Idols, ap. Euſeb. lib 6 hift, 
c. 37. Which is yet further aftarmed by the Prince of Divines, the great 
Se. Amguſtine, The ſacrilege of Schiſm ( faith he ) ſurpaſſeth all wickedneſs, 
lib, x. contra ep. Parmen. c, 4. And le{t we ſhould not b:licve his own 
ſingle teſtimony, this afſertion he folidly confirms by the fearful pu- 
niſhment inflicted on Corab, Dathan, and Abirzm, for their ſchiſmatical 
diſobedience to M ſes and Aaron. At what time ( faith he) God would 
teach bis People by new and freſh puniſhments to beware of their former 
franſorefſians, when an Idel was made and adored, (Exod. 32.) when the 
Prophets book, was burnt by the baſty King, ( Jcr. 36. ) and the ſchiſm was 
attempted ( Numb. 16. ) by Corah and his accomplicesz the Jdolatry 
was puniſhed with the ſword the burning of the book was revenged with 
waſting War and forreign Cajtivityz but the Schiſm was plagued with 
the ſudden gaping of the earth, the riuthors thereof baving been ſw 1ilowed 
wp alive, and conſum'd with fire from beaven- Who mow ( ſaith this great 
Logician ) will dowbt. bat :h1t was moſt wickedly committed, which was 
miſt grievoufly puniſhed ? (>. 2. de Bapt. cont . Donatift, c. 6. 

St. Cyprien gocth yet turcher, and of all ſchiſmatical Separatiſts, giv. 
eth this general ſcntence, Such people, though they were killed in the con. 
feſfion of Chrifts name, yet that blemiſh by blood is not waſh:d away ; 
the 'unpardonable and grievons crime of diſſention is not purged even wah 
death. He cannot be a Martyr that is not inthe Church. He canuot at- 
tain to the Kingdom, that forſakes ber which is to reign. Such an one may 
be killed, but cannot be crown'd. The enemy of the Altar, rebellious againft 
the Sacrifice of Chrift, de(piling the Biſhops, and forſaking the Prictts of 
God, preſumes to ere} anotber Altar, and make other proyers by bis un- 
lawful ſpeeches. Lib. de Unit, Eeclef. | Re 
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Neither are our Modern Divines lets plain in this particular; and to 
begin with Calvin, the great God of the Presbyterians, he gives his 
verdi& in theſe following words . We profeſs the unity of tbe Chureb 
( ſuch as is deſcribed by St. Paul) to be moſt dear unto 11, and we aceurſe 
them that ſhall any thing violate it ; lib, de nece(s, Reform. Eccleſ, And 
again, The Lord doth ſo bigbly eftcem the Communion of bis Church, that he 
bolds bim for an Apoſtate, and deſerter of Religion, who inſolently ſeparates 
bimſelf from eny Chriſtian Society, ſo it be ſach a one as bath the true 
Miniftry of the Word and Sacraments ; lib. 4. Inſtit. c, 1. h, 10. Either 
therefore we have not the true Miniſiry of the Word and Sacraments 
in the Church of England, or elſe the Presbyterians arc Schiſmaticks, 
nay Apoſtates and deſerters of Religion, even in the Judgment of their 
own Patriarch Calvin, 

Luther likewiſe in his explication upon the Creed, ſpeaks to the ſame 
purpoſ: : Neither Gentile, nor Jew, (Gith he) Heretick, or any other 
finner, is ſaved, unleſs be make Atonement with the Church, and in all 
things think, do, and teach the ſame. As for our.own Divinez, they 
are in this point both plain and poſitive 2 1: is falſe (ith our Learned 
Whitaker ) that Heretical and Schiſmatical Churches, are true Churches. 
controv. 2+ q. 5. c. 9. And again : Whereas be proves, that Heretichy, 
Apoſt ates, and Sbiſmaticks are not Members of the true Church, it is no- 
thingtous; for this none of us ever affirmed. controv, 2.9.1. c. 4 

And Dr. F«lk in his Treatiſe of the Succeſhoa of the Chureb, p. 390. 
faith : What chilleth it, whether one being drawn by Herefie or Scbiſm 
from the Body of Chrift, be ſubjet to Eternal Dammation ? | 

Mr. Caſawbone alſo in his Letter to Cardinal Peron, written by the 
appointment of King James, page 8. thus ſaith: The King doth con- 
demn and deteſt thoſe, who departed either from the faith of the Catholick 
Church, and became Hereticks ; or from ber Communion, and became Schiſ- 
maticks. And the ſame is taught by Dr. Humphrey, ad rat. 3. Cam- 
piani. p. 207. by Field, lib. x. de Ecclef. c. 7. Confels. Helver. arr. 
I7. Bulling. in compend, fidei. lib. 6. c, x1. Muſculus in Locis, tit, de 
Schiſmate, p, 621, and many athers. 

Is it not evident therefore by*the unanimous conſent of ſo many 
Proteſtant Divines ſo exaQly concurring with the general vote of the An. 
cient Writers,and Gods expreſs word, that Schiſm is ſo capital a crime, 
that it cuts off the party from the Church of God, and thereby from all 
ordinary means of obtaining eternal Salvetion? And is it not likewiſe 
certain , that Protcſtants and Presbyterians (notwithſtanding your 
ridiculous cementing of them together ) do mutually cenſure and 
charge each other with Schiſm, if not with impious and Heretical 
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PoReines, None I think, can be {© ignorant, as not to know what 
a Cloud of Writers have given their verdi& on both ſides in this 
particular. To theend therefore you may not hereafter exclaim a- 
gainſt me, or alledge that I make it my+bulinels to breed difſention and 
diviſi>n between Proteſtants, by calling the Presbyterians Schiſmatical 
Sedaries, (tho' indeed it is my delign to ſeperate the Pheat from the 
Tares, true Proteſtants from counterteit Religionaries, and warn them 
not to truſt again ſuch Hypocritical Diſemblers) and that you may be 
eonvinc'd, this is no particular opinion of mine, but the general 
tenet of our Learned Divines; hear ſome of thera ſpeak their own 
minds at a time, when Presbytery was not near ſo monſtrous in it (elf, 
nor yet half fo dangerous or formidable to our Chwrch, as it is at pre- 
ſent. The Puritans ( faith Dr. Bancroft, Archbiſhop of Canterbury ) 
do pervert the true meaning both of Scripture and Fathers, 0 ſerve 
thetr own turns, In his Survey of the pretended Holy Diſcipline, 
C. 5. Oc. 

Jad Mr. Parkes, in his book dedicated to the Archbiſhop, in his 
Epiſtle Dedicatory, thus faithof your holy Brethren : They are bead- 
firong, and bardened in error; tbey firike at the main points of faith, ond 
ſhaking the foundation it ſelf, and calling into queſtion Heaven and Hell, 
the Divinity and Humanity, yea the very Soul and Salvation of our $4« 
viour bimſelf, - And again, ibid, The Puritans have Peſftilent Hereſies, 
they are Heretica! and Sacrilegions, 

Mr. Powel line lic, in ins Conſiderations, faith of them : They are 
notorious and manife# Schiſmaticks, cnt off from the Church of Ged. 

And this is further confirmed by Mr. Coſaubons excellent Rule, 
(taken out of S. Cyprian's 69. Ep.) in Exercit. 15. contra Baron. nu, 6. 
Where he ſaith : It is as nwndonbied verity, that whenroever the pious 
People adheres to their true and lawfull Biſhop, tbey ars Gods Church; 
inſomuch that whoſoever ſeperatcs bimſelf from this Congregation , it 
cannot be dowhted, but that be is xot in the Church, Presbyterians 
therefore are not in the Church of God, who have Schizmatically ſc- 
perated thermſd ves from the pious and orthodox Proteſtants adhering 
to their trucand lawful Biſbops. To be brief, the Biſbop of Chicheſter 
gives us a full and ſhort deſcription of theſe Holy and SanQinhed Bre. 
theren: I muſt confeſi (ſaith he) my diſſent through and ſincere from the 
fadiion of Novelizing Puritans, men intradible, inſociable, incompliable 
with thoſe that will not #difcare ad viflenſiones z but in no one point more, 
thau in their deſperate dottrine of Predeſtination ; in his Appeal to Ceſar, 
page 60. Andagain p. 320. he ſpeaks to the Presbyterlians themſcives 
In this manner: Tpono farther, but legye you to your ſelves, and we 
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ſible) unto more ebaritable conceits of theſt that deſerve no other imputation, 
but, they are no Puritans : Which Ged of his Goodneſs keep ont of this 
Church and State, 4s dangerons as Popery, (17 xy thing Tam able to dif. 
ern: The only difference beivg, Popery u /-r Tyranny, Puritaniſm far 
Anarchy; Popery is original of Swperftiti-4, Far aniſm the Highway unto 
Propbaneneſs ; both alike Enemies to Piet y, 

But left you ſhould think this learned Prelate any thing tranſpors 
ted with prejudice or partiality in this 115 cenfure of your Sandtified 
Brethren, hear what your own Patriarch and firft founder ſpeaketh of 
thoſe, who had the firft Fruits of his Spirit, his holy Proſclytes at 
Geneva: It is certain (faith he) that a man ſh1! not ſee ſo borrible monſters 
in the Papaty, as where the Goſpel is Preach'd and Profeſi'd; for they 
will (1 they are reformed, ani yet tbeyſcemto be Devils incarnate, neither 
have we need to go fareff to find ſuch ſights, Calvia ſerm. 10. in ep. 
ad Ephcſ, 

Now the Presbyterians on the other (ids are nothing behind in Can- 
dering and charging the Church of k.;71:1d with all imaginable cor- 
ruption » Schiſm, they. thin, is to2 (malla crime to be alledg'd 
againſt her, whillt Popiſh $»p 11:10 and the dregs of Aftithrift do - 
compoſe the chiefeſt part of |:cr Licurgy, DoQrine and Government. 
The form of the Communion- Book (ay thity) is. taken from the 
Church of Antichriſt; as the reading of the Epiftles and Goſpels, &c. 
the moſt of the Prayers, the manner of adminiftring the S 1craments, Cc, 
in Dr, Whitgifts defence, p. 474. And in their Book intituled, The 
Fetition of 22. Prz2chiers in Loudon they ſay: In the Communion- Book, 
there be tbings of which there is no ſenſe, there is contradittion in tz, even of 
meeeſſary and eſſential points of Religion. And alſo in their Book of 
Cannons and Conſtitutions Eccleſiaſtical, printed Anno 1604. they 
ſay : The worſhip in the Church of England i! corrupt, ſuperſtitions, un- 
Il awſull ed repugnant to the Scriptures. Likewiſe the great Presbyte- 
rian Alexander Henderſon, in his tirft Paper toour Royal Martyr, in the 
Book intituled Reliquie Caroliae, prrt 1, p. 314. thus fpeaketh: Is #7 
too well known that the Reformation of K. Henry 8. was moſt imperfelt intbe 
eſſentials of Doftrine, Worſhip and Government : And though it proceeded 
by ſome degrees afterwards, yet the Government was never reformed, the 
bead was changed, Dominus non Dominium, and the whole limbs of the 
Amtichriſtian Hierarchy retained. And for 1bis canſe ( as our late Sove- 
raign well obſerves) their zeatour Superſtition thinks or pretends, 1bey 
cannot do God and the Church greater ſervice, than witerly to deftroy that 
Primitive, Apoſt»lical, and anei:ntly univerſal Government of the Churey 
by Biſhopr; in his Eikon Baſilike, c- 9. But to conclude, and if Sy- 
C2 o metr 


